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June 25, 2025

President pro Tempore Mike McGuire Speaker Robert Rivas
California State Senate California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8518 1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814
Honorable Scott Wiener Honorable Jesse Gabriel
California State Senate California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8630 1021 O Street, Suite 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814
Honorable Benjamin Allen Honorable Steve Bennett
California State Senate California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 6610 1021 O Street, Suite 4710
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: FY 2025 - 2026 Budget — Support for AB 102 and SB 102 - Funding for the Agreements to
Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes



California State Budget — Funding for the Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes

Dear President pro Tempore McGuire, Speaker Rivas, Budget Chairs Weiner and Gabriel, and
Subcommittee Chairs Allen and Bennett:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, | am writing to express our strong support for AB 102
(Gabriel) and SB 102 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review), which would maintain and extend
$351.7 million of funding for the Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes (Agreements),
formerly referred to as the Voluntary Agreements, in the 2025-26 State budget.

This essential funding supports no-regrets habitat and water supply projects that are already providing
drought resiliency for the environment, farms, and people. While these critical projects support early
implementation of the Agreements, these types of projects are urgently needed regardless of what
decision the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) may make regarding the updated
San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta) Water Quality Control Plan.

These Agreements, and these early implementation actions, represent a collaborative, modern, and
holistic approach to improving the Bay-Delta ecosystem and water supply reliability. Through the
Agreements, a group of public water agencies are proposing a comprehensive suite of actions that will
improve habitat and flows in the Delta and its tributaries to help native fish and wildlife species.
Collectively, our organizations represent hundreds of water systems throughout California that deliver
the vast majority of water used for agricultural, commercial, and residential purposes. We have long
supported the Agreements as a means to addressing some of the most critical issues in the Bay-Delta.
These funds are critical to continuing successful implementation of vital restoration projects throughout
the Delta watershed.

In previous budget cycles, the Administration and Legislature committed funding through the budget
process to support the types of projects proposed in the Agreements. In 2021, SB 170 (Chapter 240
Statutes of 2021) and SB 155 (Chapter 258, Statutes of 2021) appropriated funding for the purpose of
improving environmental conditions to promote recovery of native fish species in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin watershed. In addition, in 2022, AB 178 (Chapter 45, Statutes of 2022) provided $100 million to
the California Natural Resources Agency for these purposes. This funding had broad support from the
water community, Legislature, and the Administration.

AB 102 and SB 102 would maintain funding for the agreements that were made to fund projects that
protect fish and wildlife, address environmental issues in the Bay-Delta, and preserve water supply
reliability. The undersigned organizations strongly urge the Legislature to support AB 102 and SB 102
to maintain funding for the Agreements. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
ACWA'’s State Legislative Director, Julia Hall at JuliaH@acwa.com or 530-902-9746.

Sincerely,
Julia Bishop Hall Kristopher Anderson
State Legislative Director Policy Advocate

Association of California Water Agencies California Chamber of Commerce
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Alexandra Biering
Director, Policy Advocacy
California Farm Bureau

Andrea Abergel
Director of Water
California Municipal Utilities Association

Ivy Brittain
Legislative Affairs Director
Northern California Water Association

Jennifer Pierre
General Manager
State Water Contractors

Charles Wilson
Executive Director
Southern California Water Coalition

Deven Uphadhyay

General Manager

Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California

Gail Delihant

Senior Director California Government Affairs

Western Growers Association

Jennifer M. Capitolo
Executive Director
California Water Association

Ted Trimble
General Manager
Western Canal Water District

Steve Johnson
General Manager
Desert Water Agency

Kevin Abernathy
General Manager
Milk Producers Council

California State Budget — Funding for the Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes

Joshua Golka

Head of State Government Relations

Santa Clara Valley Water District

David J. Coxey
General Manager
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Anthony L. Firenzi
Director of Strategic Affairs
Placer County Water Agency

David M. Merritt
General Manager
Kings River Conservation District
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District Manager
Paradise Irrigation District

Paul E. Shoenberger, P.E.
General Manager
Mesa Water District

Valerie Pryor
General Manager
Zone 7 Water Agency

Hilary Straus
General Manager
Citrus Heights Water District

Chris Lee
General Manager
Solano County Water Agency
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Jose |. Sanchez Molina
Director of Policy and Government Affairs
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

Dennis D. LaMoreaux
General Manager
Palmdale Water District

Chris Shepard
General Manager
Orange Vale Water Company

Gary Arant
General Manager
Valley Center Municipal Water District

Mary Rogren
General Manager
Coastside County Water District

Caity Maple

Chair, Law & Legislation Committee, and
Councilmember District 5

City of Sacramento

Daniel Hartwig
President
California Fresh Fruit Association

Justin M. Hopkins
General Manager
Stockton East Water District

Willie Whittlesey
General Manager
Yuba Water Agency

Lance Eckhart
General Manager
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency

Darin Kasamoto
General Manager

San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District

Josh Weimer
Director of External Affairs
Turlock Irrigation District

J. M. Barrett
General Manager
Coachella Valley Water District

Danielle Bonham
Public Works Director
City of Benicia

Alexi Rodriguez
President & CEO
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Matthew Litchfield
General Manager
Three Valleys Municipal Water District

J. Scott Petersen, P.E.
Water Policy Director
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority

Matthew Stone
General Manager
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency

Ray A. Stokes
Executive Director
Central Coast Water Authority
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General Manager
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District

Christopher Silke

District Engineer

Napa County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District

Mark Gilkey
Manager-Engineer
Dudley Ridge Water District



Ed Stevenson
General Manager
Alameda County Water District

Roger Isom

President/CEO

California Cotton Ginners and Growers
Association

Roger Isom
President/CEO
Western Tree Nut Association

Austin Ewell
Executive Director

Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley

Advocacy Fund

Craig Wallace
Co-Interim General Manager
Kern County Water Agency

Kat Wuelfing
General Manager
Mid-Peninsula Water District

Craig D. Miller, P.E.
General Manager
Western Municipal Water District

Cathy Lee
General Manager
Carmichael Water District



