COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 1058
COACHELLA, CA 92236
WWW.CVWD.ORG

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT A RAC RATE INCREASE
For producers who pump more than 25 acre-feet of groundwater

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR A PROPOSED CHANGE TO REPLENISHMENT ASSESSMENT CHARGE

Date: June 2, 2021
Time: 1:30 p.m.

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE?
Coachella Valley Water District welcomes your input as its Board of Directors considers the changes explained in this notice. If you have questions or comments, you may:

Location: Virtual or by telephone
See back page for more information on how to participate.

Call or log-on – More information on the proposed increase is available for review by calling
(760) 398-2661, ext. 2389, or on our website: cvwd.org/ratechanges.
Write – Any record owner of a parcel upon which the West Whitewater River Subbasin RAC are or may be imposed, and any tenant or groundwater producer who is directly
responsible for the payment of the West Whitewater River Subbasin Area of Benefit RAC has the right to submit a formal written protest to the proposed rate increase;
provided, however, only one protest will be counted per identified parcel.
Any protest must: (1) be in writing; (2) state that the identified property owner, groundwater producer, or tenant is opposed to the proposed rate increase; (3) provide the
location of the identified parcel (by street address, assessor’s parcel number, or customer account number); and (4) include the name and signature of the property owner,
groundwater producer, or tenant submitting the protest. Written protests may be submitted by mail to the District, Attention: Clerk of the Board, P.O. Box 1058,
Coachella CA, 92236.
District offices are closed to the public. In lieu of submitting protests in person, protests may be submitted via email to the Clerk of the Board at SBermudez@cvwd.org.
Any protest submitted via email must include a valid image of the protestor’s signature. All protests must be submitted to and received by the District prior to the close of the
public input portion of the Public Hearing on June 2, 2021. The Board of Directors will accept and consider all written protests and will hear and consider all oral comments
(via telephone) to the proposed rate increases at the Public Hearing. Oral comments at the Public Hearing will not qualify as formal protests unless accompanied by a written
protest. You may provide public comment during the meeting via telephone or in accordance to the Districts online meeting platform.
For information on how to provide public comment at the meeting, please refer to the June 2, 2021 agenda at cvwd.org/151/Board-Agendas. The agenda is posted at least
72-hours in advance of the meeting and can be found on the District’s website. You may also contact the Clerk of the Board at (760) 398-2651 or via email at SBermudez@
cvwd.org for additional information.
Public Hearing process – At the time of the Public Hearing, the Board of Directors will hear all oral comments and consider all written protests and public comments. After the
Hearing, if a majority of the property owners and tenants of the impacted parcels submit written protests in opposition to the proposed rate increase, the increase will not be
imposed. If a majority protest is not received, CVWD’s Board of Directors may adopt the proposed rates, though they are not obligated to. If adopted, the proposed rates will become
effective July 1, 2021, and subsequent increases may be proposed annually effective July 1 over the next four years.

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) Board of Directors will hold a Public Hearing to consider a
proposed five-year schedule of increases to the rates of the Replenishment Assessment Charge (RAC)
imposed on groundwater producers located on parcels in the West Whitewater River Subbasin Area of
Benefit (AOB). If approved by the CVWD Board of Directors, the increases will take effect on groundwater
extraction on and after July 1, 2021, with subsequent annual increases proposed over the next four years.
The Public Hearing will be held at 1:30 p.m. on June 2, 2021 and will be broadcasted live on
YouTube. All members of the public are invited to attend virtually or by telephone.
CVWD is dedicated to keeping groundwater producers informed throughout the process. (See the
back page titled “How Can I Participate?” to learn more.) More information about the proposed
RAC rates is included in this document and is available at www.cvwd.org/ratechanges.
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Para obtener esta información en
español, llame al (760) 391-9600

WHY HAVE I RECEIVED THIS NOTICE?

PROPOSED RATE

CVWD is contacting all groundwater producers and property owners within the affected area of benefit that could
pump 25 acre-feet of groundwater in any year, and therefore may be subject to the proposed RAC rate changes.
As part of its commitment to transparency, CVWD is sharing information with the community and seeking input
that the Board of Directors will use to make the right decision for the CVWD and ratepayers.

The chart below provides the current and proposed maximum rates and
effective dates of the RAC. All rates are imposed on a dollar per acre-foot
basis. (1 acre-foot = 325,851 gallons)

WHAT IS A REPLENISHMENT ASSESSMENT CHARGE (RAC)?
CVWD has served as a steward of the Coachella Valley’s groundwater resources for more than 100 years. Ensuring that
a reliable supply of water is available for the Valley’s future families and businesses is a cornerstone of the CVWD’s mission
to the communities it serves.
The Replenishment Assessment Charge, or RAC, is a key component of the Coachella Valley Water Management Plan, a
blueprint for ensuring there is a reliable and sustainable long-term supply of high quality water for the Coachella Valley.
The RAC generates revenue from large groundwater producers, such as water agencies, golf courses, HOAs and agriculture
to fund the replenishment of groundwater with imported water and the expansion of the canal water delivery system for
nonpotable uses to reduce or eliminate groundwater pumping.

WHO PAYS THE RAC?

CURRENT AND PROPOSED MAXIMUM RATES FOR THE WEST WHITEWATER
RIVER SUBBASIN AREA OF BENEFIT (AOB) REPLENISHMENT ASSESSMENT CHARGE
CURRENT

EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2021

EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2022

EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2023

EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2024

EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2025

$143.80

$165.37

$198.45

$238.14

$285.76

$342.91

RAC SERVICE AREA MAP

WHY IS AN INCREASE TO THE RAC RATE BEING PROPOSED?
CVWD strives to control costs and make prudent investments to provide the highest level of service and value to our
customers. To do so, CVWD maintains a long-range financial plan that is updated on a regular basis to capture all of its
costs, identify opportunities for reducing cost increases, and ensure that sufficient revenues are available to provide
groundwater replenishment services.

HOW ARE FUNDS FROM THE
RAC USED?
RAC revenues fund the costs of
replenishing the local groundwater
supply in the West Valley. The revenues
also promote important projects and
programs to protect and conserve
groundwater supplies and reduce
groundwater pumping in the West Valley,
including the costs of:
Importing water to replenish local
groundwater supplies

CVWD has identified capital investments to infrastructure that are necessary to deliver nonpotable water for use in place
of groundwater. CVWD plans to complete phase 2 of the Palm Desert Groundwater Replenishment Facility over the
next two years. This project will allow for CVWD to increase the use of Canal water for replenishment, help to ensure a
sustainable groundwater supply, and continue to provide a high level of service to groundwater producers.
As provided for in the Water Code Provisions authorizing the RAC, the proposed West Whitewater RACs are set to recover
a portion of the costs associated with the delivery of State Water Project water to CVWD. The inclusion of these costs
recognizes the role that State Water Project water plays in maintaining groundwater levels in the West Whitewater River
Subbasin Area of Benefit (AOB). Additionally, CVWD has entered into an agreement to purchase an additional 15,000
acre-feet of imported water for groundwater replenishment for fiscal years 2022 through 2026. The goal is to develop
rates that treat customers fairly, reflect the proportional costs of service, and maintain financial stability.

The RAC is charged to all public and
private entities that use a well or multiple
wells that individually or collectively pump
more than 25 acre-feet of water from the
aquifer in any year.

Expanding infrastructure to deliver
nonpotable water for irrigation
Providing for groundwater
protection agreements and water
transfers

GROUNDWATER RESPONSE TO REPLENISHMENT IN THE
WEST WHITEWATER RIVER SUBBASIN AREA OF BENEFIT

Operating and
maintaining groundwater
replenishment facilities

