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Perennial Personalities: Year-Round Garden Stars 

Perennials are the dependable stars of any garden—resilient, reliable, and 
always ready to shine. Like favorite neighborhood characters, each one has
a personality all its own. 

Once planted and rooted, perennials can live for several years, providing 
your garden with color and ground cover year after year.

When planting, match personalities, consider height, bloom time, and  
texture, and create a cast that feels lively all year long. Rocks, boulders, 
and desert companions help set the scene, making your garden look natural, 
yet perfectly choreographed. 

Steadfast, charming, and endlessly intriguing, perennials prove that personality 
and resilience can coexist. They’re the unsung stars of the garden.

AT T R AC T  &  R E P E L
Adding plants that attract pollinators such as bees, butterflies, and humming-
birds, will set the stage for fun nature watching and support declining pollinator 
populations. Pollinators sustain flowering plants and fuel the robust agricultural 
economy in the Coachella Valley. Providing a diverse plant habitat is the most 
significant action you can take to support the health of our local ecosystem.

Tips to Create a Pollinator-Friendly Garden
1. Grow native flowering plants: 

Native plants are ideal for local pollina-
tors, thriving in local soils and climates 
with minimal water, no fertilizers, and 
low risk of becoming invasive.

2. Plant in the sun: Pollinator-friendly 
plants should receive full sun     
throughout most of the day. 

3. Provide long-lasting blooms: To 
support pollinators year-round, plant a 
mix of flowers that bloom at di�erent 
times to provide continuous nectar and 
pollen.

4. Plant in groups: Clumps of flowering 
plants will attract more pollinators than 
single plants scattered in a landscape. 

5. No insecticides: Insecticides have the 
potential to poison or kill pollinators.

Rudbeckia hirta
Black-eyed Susan



REBATES
& Incentives

CVWD o�ers several rebate programs to 
encourage residential, homeowner 

association, and commercial customers to 
use less water outdoors. Most programs 

require pre-approval. Visit cvwd.org/rebates 
for current program details, eligibility 
requirements, or to apply for rebates.

Tips to Save Water

Water Requirements

Residential:
• Turf conversion at $2 per square foot
• Free Hunter Pro-C Solar Sync Smart Irrigation 

Controller with free installation
• Discounts on a Rachio Smart Sprinkler Controller
• Discounts on a Flume Smart Home Water Monitor
• Rebates on rotary nozzles

HOA + Commercial:
• Turf conversion at $2 per square foot
• Rebates on smart irrigation controllers
• Rebates on rotary nozzles
• Rebates on irrigation upgrades
• Free water brooms

*Rebates as of Dec 1, 2025

Most of the water used in the Coachella Valley is applied outdoors. 
Do what you can in the yard to stop water waste.

Reduce watering in your landscape by two days per 
week during winter months.

Water your lawn in the early morning or evening when 
temperatures are cooler and there is less wind.

Divide your irrigation time into multiple periods per day 
for better soil absorption.

Check sprinkler heads to make sure they are spraying 
properly.

Eliminate water runo� onto streets and sidewalks.

Let your lawn go golden during the fall and winter. You 
can keep Bermuda grass alive in a dormant condition 
with only occasional watering.

Replace your lawn with desert-friendly landscape.

Install a smart controller and let it adjust your irrigation 
automatically every month.

= Water 2 to 3 times per week in summer.

= Star performer in the Coachella Valley.
   Among the easiest to grow and most forgiving.

= Water every other day in summer.

= Water every day in summer.

Before After



New Year, New Scent
Cool colors and an herbal scent bring a calm 

and fresh start to the new year. Can be grown in 
full sun as the most heat-tolerant variety of 

lavender but tolerates afternoon shade. Tiny 
dark purple flowers grow on spikes with bracts 

that resemble rabbit ears atop its mounding 
foliage. Prune after its last bloom, for an 

attractive, fragrant plant year-round. 

Lavandula stoechas

Spanish
Lavender
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Moderate

Height: 3’ to 4’

Width: 3’

Leaf Color: Blue-green

Flower Color: Dark purple

Flower Season: Late spring to
early summer

Soil: Loose, fast draining

Attracts: Butterflies and bees

JANUARY 2026

• Prune roses and deciduous 
fruit trees

• Hand-weed before weedy 
species go to seed

• Transplant cold-hardy plants,
including perennials

• Plant cool-season vegetables,
herbs

• Complete garden upgrades 
and retrofits, such as installing 
a drip irrigation system

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Things to Know

Gardening Tips
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On this day in 1918 
Coachella Valley 

residents cast votes
in favor of forming 
CVWD, 324 to 49.

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day



Pentas lanceolata

Life of the Party
This showy, frost-tender plant makes a bold 

statement. It’s vibrant, small, star-shaped flowers 
grow in 4-inch clusters, which can be admired in 

the garden or indoors as cut flowers in vases. It also 
adds dazzling color and nonstop energy to garden 

containers, borders and beds, while bringing a 
blooming party to your garden year-round. 

tar
Flower02



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

can for

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Slow

Height: 3’

Width: 3’

Leaf Color: Dark green

Flower Color: Lilac, red, white
or pink

Flower Season: Year-round

Soil: Fast-draining soil

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and
hummingbirds

• Fertilize deciduous and citrus 
fruit trees with a complete 
slow-release fertilizer

• Plant shallow-rooted 
groundcovers, native plants, 
and other low-water use plants

• Check plants for aphids - 
control with insecticidal soap

• Prune citrus trees lightly, 
keeping the canopy skirt 1’ 
above the ground

• Begin deep watering trees

Things to Know

Gardening Tips

President’s Day

Valentine’s Day

2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

1 2 3 4

1

S M T W T F S
JANUARY

2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

1

30 31

MARCH
S M T W T F S

6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

1 2 3 4 5

31

Groundhog Day

Super Bowl



Gazania
Firecracker Flair

Gazania is a true desert performer as it 
thrives in the hot sun. Bright, four-inch 

flowers appear atop low-growing foliage. 
These hybrids come in a variety of colors 

and can be planted in masses as a ground 
cover. Bring flair to your landscape borders 

or rock gardens that pollinators love.  

Gazania hybrids
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
MARCH 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Fast

Height: 6” to 1’

Width: 1’

Leaf Color: Gray-green

Flower Color: Red, yellow, 
orange, and salmon

Flower Season: Spring, summer,
and fall

Soil: Sandy, well-drained soil

Attracts: Bees and butterflies

Things to Know

• Plant water-saving perennials 
so they can establish before 
summer heat arrives

• Prune frost-damaged trees and 
shrubs

• Thin crowded fall-planted 
annuals 

• Check plants for aphids - 
control with insecticidal soap

• Reset irrigation systems to meet 
increased water needs. Consider
installing a smart controller

CVWD.org/Conservation

Gardening Tips
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Smells Like Dessert
The rich, sweet scent of the chocolate flower 

lives up to its name. Its sunny yellow daisy 
blooms with maroon centers release a 

chocolate-like fragrance. Flowerheads expand 
in the morning but droop in the afternoon to 

conserve energy. Remove old flower heads to 
extend the blooming period. 

Berlandiera lyrata

hocolate
FlowerC 04



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Moderate to fast

Height: 1’ to 1.5’

Width: 2’

Leaf Color: Medium green on top
and light-gray underneath

Flower Color: Yellow

Flower Season: Spring to early
summer

Soil: Sandy, rocky, clay, and
well-draining soil

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and 
birds

• Remove weeds and Bermuda 
grass

• Plant subtropicals such as 
bougainvillea, hibiscus, lantana, 
cape honeysuckle, and citrus

• Apply high-nitrogen fertilizer to 
lawn and water thoroughly

• Prune and thin Sennas, Texas 
rangers lightly

• Remove faded winter annuals

Things to Know

Gardening Tips

APRIL 2026

MAY
S M T W T F S

MARCH
S M T W T F S

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29

1

30 1 2

April Fools’ Day
Passover

National Garden Month

Tax Day

Good Friday

Easter

Earth Day Arbor Day

6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

1 2 3 4 5

31

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 3031



Quiet Sophistication
Grasslike perennial with strap-shaped leaves 

grow in clumps. Blue flowers and berries 
add subtle elegance. The ‘variegata’ version 
of this plant has bold white stripes, adding 
brightness to shady corners in the garden. 
This compact perennial thrives with partial 
shade and adapts to a variety of soil, ideal 

for a refined desert garden.

Dianella tasmanica

asman
Fl� LilyT 05



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

2026MAY

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan f�

Water Use: Low to moderate

Sun Exposure: Partial

Growth Rate: Moderate

Height: 3’

Width: 3’

Leaf Color: Green

Flower Color: Blue

Flower Season: Spring to late
summer

Soil: Well-drained

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and 
birds

Things to Know

• Water trees deeply

• Apply organic mulches beneath 
the root areas of citrus, roses 
and perennials

• Pick rapidly growing weeds

• If chlorosis shows on trees, 
treat with soil acidifiers

• Remove spent yucca and aloe 
flower stalks once they are past 
their bloom

• Evaluate your irrigation system 
to avoid water waste issues

Gardening Tips
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Mother’s Day Armed Forces Day

National Public
Works Week
(May 17-23)

Memorial Day

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

1 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

1 2 3 4

30



Pollinator Magnet
A compact version of ‘Indigo Spires,’ which 

grows much larger. This durable, yet elegant 
perennial was first discovered by chance as 
hybrid seeding at the Huntington Botanical 
Gardens in the 1970s. It’s a perfect colorful 

addition to beds, borders, or containers.

Salvia ‘Mystic Spires Blue’

Indigo

Sage

Compact 06



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
JUNE 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Fast

Height: 2’ to 3’

Width: 2’ to 3’

Leaf Color: Dark blue-green

Flower Color: Voilet-blue

Flower Season: Summer to fall

Soil: Well-drained

Attracts: Bees, butterflies,
hummingbirds, and moths

Things to Know

Gardening Tips
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JULY

World Environment
Day

Flag Day

Father’s Day
Summer Solstice

World Day to Combat 
Desertification and 

Drought Juneteenth

• Prune to control rampant 
growth of oleander, citrus, 
lantana, bougainvillea, and 
hibiscus

• Remove dead and crossing
tree branches 

• Water trees deeply but 
infrequently

• Plant and transplant palms, cacti, 
mesquites, and palo verde

• If applying fertilizer, wet the soil 
the day before and immediately 
after application



The Spark of the Desert 
Let this perennial light up your desert 

landscape. Its bold red tubular flowers add the 
perfect spark to its green stems. These fiery 
blooms thrive in rocky terrain and double as 
erosion control. Occasionally reblooms after 

summer monsoons. 

Penstemon eatonii

irecracker
Penstemon

F
07



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
JULY 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Water Use: Low

Sun Exposure: Full to partial

Growth Rate: Moderate

Height: 2’

Width: 2’

Leaf Color: Glassy green

Flower Color: Red

Flower Season: Spring to mid
summer

Soil: Sand and fast-draining

Attracts: Hummingbirds

• Increase watering to about twice
the amount being used in the 
winter

• Solarize your fall vegetables to 
kill soil-borne diseases and 
weed seeds — use clear plastic 
over deeply wetted soil

• Regularly remove weeds

• Avoid heavy pruning or use of
fertilizer

• Plant seeds in the last two weeks 
of July for beans, corn, pumpkins, 
winter squash, and sunflowers

Things to Know

Gardening Tips
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Tulbaghia violacea

Flavorful Friend
Edible blooms and garlic-scented foliage add 

flavor to your landscape and kitchen. The 
lavender-pink flower cluster adds a punch of color 

from summer to fall to a border or herb garden. 
Foliage is evergreen, making it perfect for 
low-water, low-maintenance landscapes.  

ociety
Garlic08



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
AUGUST 2026

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full to partial

Growth Rate: Moderate to fast

Height: 1’ to 2’

Width: 1’ to 2’

Leaf Color: Green

Flower Color: Lavender

Flower Season: Summer to fall

Soil: Well-drained

Attracts: Bees and butterflies

Things to Know

• Continue watering trees and 
shrubs deeply and infrequently

• Replenish depleted and sparse 
mulch material

• Remove spent flowers and trim 
dead flowering stems and 
foliage from perennials 

• Prep soil for fall with organic 
materials from compost, manure, 
or store-bought soil amendment

• Consider turf removal instead of 
overseeding this fall

Gardening Tips

WATERING
GUIDE

can for
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Desert Daydreamer
Like a garden surprise, star-shaped 

blooms appear after summer rains. Compact 
and charming, it’s an ideal addition to 

containers, walkways, or borders, creating a 
desert magic show after the rain. Evergreen, 

upright green foliage resembles grass but 
starts to yellow when blooming finishes. 

Remove dead leaves to allow them to 
provide nutrients for next year’s growth. 

Zephyranthes candida

ain
LilyR 09



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 2026

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Partial

Growth Rate: Slow

Height: 1’

Width: 1’

Leaf Color: Glossy dark green

Flower Color: White

Flower Season: Early summer
to fall

Soil: Well-drained

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and
moths

• Deadhead spent flowers

• Fertilize citrus trees the first 
two weeks of the month

• Plant a winter vegetable
garden of leafy greens, root  
crops and cool-season herbs

• Avoid pruning that could cause 
sunburn

• Prepare fall planting beds — 
dig organic materials into top 
8” to 10” of soil

Things to Know

Gardening Tips

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for
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Sphaeralcea ambigua

Southwest Showstopper
Orange, pink, red, or lavender — take your 

pick of this fuzzy-leafed perennial that brings 
desert landscapes to life. Perfect for butterfly 

gardens. Globe Mallow is low-water, 
low-maintenance, and endlessly cheerful. 

Great to look at, but be careful with handling, 
as it can irritate the eyes and skin. 

Globe
Mallow
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
OCTOBER 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Water Use: Low

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Moderate to fast

Height: 3’

Width: 3’

Leaf Color: Gray-green

Flower Color: Orange, red, pink,
or lavender

Flower Season: Winter to spring

Soil: Sandy or clay, fast-draining

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and
hummingbirds

• Water newly planted citrus trees 
twice a week

• Moisten soil before planting 
well-rooted seedlings

• Prune dead branches from citrus 
tree interiors

• Annual winter weeds will appear 
soon — destroy them before 
they form a seed head

• Take advantage of this prime
planting time; plant trees, shrubs

Things to Know

Gardening Tips
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The Desert Standout
Bold, resilient, and impossible to ignore. 

Thrives in full sun and is low maintenance. 
Each tall stem carries a striking flower with 

purple petals surrounding a dark cone 
center. The spiky dark center matures into 
seeds for birds. Perfect for adding reliable 

color and long-lasting charm to your garden.

Echinacea purpurea

Purple
Coneflower11



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan f�

Water Use: Moderate

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Moderate

Height: 2’ to 4’

Width: 2.5’

Leaf Color: Dark green

Flower Color: Purple

Flower Season: Early summer
to fall

Soil: Well-drained soil

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and
seed-eating birds

• Continue fall planting

• Cut perennials back to basal 
growth and clean up leaf debris 
after bloom cycle completes

• Extend watering interval for 
citrus trees but continue to 
water deeply

• Move cold-tender plants in 
containers under a shelter to 
protect from cold temperatures

• Plant vegetable seed crops for
winter, spring harvests

Things to Know

Gardening Tips
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Baileya multiradiata

Desert
Marigold

Golden Glow Getter
Bright yellow flowers bloom on tall slender 
stems above silvery-green leaves, adding 

color to the desert from spring through fall. 
This resilient perennial thrives in natural 
gardens, especially among wildflowers.  

Overwatering can lead to root rot. Pollinators 
can’t resist its golden charm. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
DECEMBER 2026

WATERING
GUIDE

Scan for

Water Use: Low

Sun Exposure: Full

Growth Rate: Fast

Height: 1’ to 2’

Width: 1’ to 3’

Leaf Color: Gray-green

Flower Color: Yellow

Flower Season: Spring to fall

Soil: Rocky, fast-draining

Attracts: Bees, butterflies, and
birds

• Harvest citrus trees sparingly

• Hold o� on fertilizing citrus trees
until spring

• Consider reducing the size of 
your lawn — fill space with 
water-e�cient shrubs and 
groundcovers

• Plant perennials instead of 
annuals to save water, money, 
time on maintenance

• Check weather reports and 
cover plants with frost blankets

Things to Know

Gardening Tips
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2026 CALENDAR
DESERT-FRIENDLY PERENNIALS

January - Spanish Lavender February - Star Flower March - Garzania April - Chocolate Flower May - Tasman Flax Lily June - Compact Indigo Spires Sage

July - Firecracker Penstemon August - Society Garlic September - Rain Lily October - Globe Mallow November - Purple Coneflower December - Desert Marigold

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL
Follow @cvwdh2o on Instagram, Facebook, 
and X to stay up-to-date with CVWD news, 
tips, and community o�erings. Subscribe to 
our YouTube channel to view videos on past 
projects, workshops, and video tours.

ASK CVWD VIDEO SERIES
Conservation experts explain ways to 
reduce water waste, check your meter, 
program your smart controller, apply for 
rebates, and check for leaks. Visit 
cvwd.org/askcvwd.

LANDSCAPING GUIDE BOOK
“Lush and E�cient: Desert-Friendly Landscaping 
in the Coachella Valley” lists more than 300 plants 
with over 800 photos. You can search by several 
dozen categories. Pick up a free copy at one of 
our o�ce locations or view online at 
cvwd.org/conservation.

OFFICES OPEN:
Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

MAILING ADDRESS:
PO Box 1058
Coachella, CA 92236

51501 Tyler St.
Coachella, CA 92236cv wd.org    |     (760) 398-2651    |     publicinfo@cvwd.org

75515 & 75525
Hovley Lane East
Palm Desert, CA 92211

Your water is our promise

@cvwdh2o
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