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COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

DRAFT INITIAL STUDY
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Pierce Street Consolidated Water and Sewer Project (“Project”) involves the construction of potable
water lines, wastewater collection lines, and a lift station to serve residents in various mobile home parks
within the Oasis community on and around Pierce Street from Avenue 66 to Avenue 70. Currently,
residents primarily rely on septic tanks for wastewater management and private wells for potable water,
but groundwater in the area is characterized by elevated levels of arsenic, often exceeding the maximum
contaminant level. Groundwater levels are also relatively high and affect the effectiveness of on-lot septic
tanks.

1.1.1 Water Infrastructure

The proposed potable water infrastructure component of this Project will include the installation of
approximately 31,000+ linear feet of minimum 8-inch and up to 24-inch water mains and distribution lines
within existing and future public rights-of-way. The existing water wells will be decommissioned as a
result of this Project. Project water line to be installed under existing paved and dirt roads, as well as
within future road rights-of-way where road construction has not yet occurred (Ave 69). Proposed water
lines include a total of 5.68+ miles of 12 to 24-inch water lines, further described below.

e The Avenue 70 water lines will extend from Pierce Street west to Harrison Street. And will
comprise 18-inch water mains and 166 linear feet of 2-inch to 8-inch service laterals.

e Pierce Street water lines will extend north from Avenue 70 to Avenue 66, a total of 2+ miles, and
will be comprised of 24-inch pipe and associated laterals.

e Avenue 69 water lines will be 12-inch in diameter and will extend for 2.1+ miles from Pierce Street
west to Filmore Street

e Filmore Street water lines will be 12-inch and will extend 0.58+ miles from Avenue 69 south to
Avenue 70.

1.1.2 Wastewater Collection Infrastructure

The proposed wastewater collection system includes the installation of approximately 24,800+ linear feet
of minimum 6-inch sewer lines in the public right-of-way and the construction of a lift station. Existing
septic tanks at locations scheduled for planned sewer connections will be decommissioned in an approved
manner as a result of this Project. For purposes of this analysis, abandonment of septic tanks (see Exhibit
3) is expected to occur in-place with tanks pumped, “holed” and filled with an approved inert material
such as sand. The components of the subject wastewater collection system include the following:

e New lift station will be located on the west side of Pierce Street approximately one-quarter mile
south of Avenue 70. Wastewater will be gravity-conveyed to the lift station.




DRAFT Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Pierce Street Consolidated Water and Sewer Project

e Wastewater from the lift station will be pumped into a 6-inch force main, which will extend 2.25+
miles north within Pierce Street to Ave 66, thence east 1.2+ miles to the cast side of the Coachella
Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). Features to the new lift station will also include:

o Installation of a 12-inch sewer in Pierce Street from Ave 69 for a distance of 0.75+ miles
o Installation of an 8-foot diameter by 20-feet in depth wet well
o Installation of 2 submersible mechanical pumps
o Installation of 1 transformer pad for Imperial Irrigation District (IID) electrical services
o Installation of 1 concrete manhole
e Install an 8-inch sewer line in Ave 69 extending west from Pierce Street a distance of 0.50+ miles.
e Install five 8-inch service laterals north and south of Ave 69.
e Install two 8-inch service laterals west from Pierce Street into two mobile home parks.

e Install an 8-inch sewer line along the unnamed street along the quarter section line between and
parallel to Avenues 69 and 70 for a distance of 0.25+ miles.

e Extend an 8-inch service lateral south 690+ feet unnamed street along the quarter section line.
e Install a 12-inch sewer line in Ave 70 that extends west of Pierce Street a distance of 0.50+ miles.

e Extend 8-inch service laterals south from Ave 70 within Dennington Court and Las Koras Mobile
Home Park to the west.

The Project will require trench, line installation, backfilling and re-paving per Riverside County
requirements. Ultimately, the consolidated water and sewer system will connect to the Coachella Valley
Water District’s (CVWD) existing water and sewer infrastructure, which will eliminate the need for each
mobile home park to operate independent water systems and on-lot septic tanks. Based on the linear nature
of the Project, it will disturb 6.62+ acres including the 0.50-acre lift station and 1.0+ acre to account for
potential incidental disturbances. Once completed, all but the Project lift station will be returned to pre-
construction conditions.

The Project water system will serve a population of 710 people housed in 129 dwelling units and an
additional approximately 100 dwelling units located along Avenue 70 in two mobile home parks (see
Exhibit 4). The Project sewer collection system will provide sanitary service to various mobile home parks
within the project service area. There are eleven existing mobile home parks that will benefit from service
provided by the proposed improvements. The target community consists of agricultural workers and low-
income families.

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION

The Project occurs in the unincorporated community of Oasis, in eastern Coachella Valley, Riverside
County, California. The Project area is a predominantly rural agricultural lands with numerous mobile
home parks and other residential enclaves that have developed without the benefit of municipal water or
sewer services. The Project will extend existing water distribution and wastewater collection systems to
CVWD wells, storage, and wastewater treatment facilities located in the vicinity. This linear Project has
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an alignment that generally follows existing paved and graded streets and on private paved and dirt drives.
The water and sewer lines are comprised of the following segments:

e Ave 70 from Harrison Street to Pierce Street

e Pierce Street from 0.25+ mile south of Ave 70 north to Ave 66 and thence east to the east side of
the CVSC

e Ave 69 from Pierce Street to Fillmore Street
e Filmore Street from Ave 69 to Ave 70

A sewage lift station is to be located on the west side of Pierce Street approximately 0.25 miles south of
Avenue 70. Please see Exhibit 3.

1.2.1 Environmental Setting and Surrounding Land Uses

The eastern portion of the Coachella Valley is located at the northern end of the Salton Sea, California's
largest inland sea. Physically, the eastern Coachella Valley is bounded by the Santa Rosa Mountains to
the west, and the Mecca Hills and the edge of Joshua Tree National Park to the northeast. The Project area
is located in the Coachella Valley region of the Salton Sea Air Basin, and it is located in the Whitewater
River Watershed. The area encompasses rural desert communities, agricultural production, and the
Jacqueline Cochran Regional Airport. The Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Reservation occupies
significant portions of the southwestern eastern Coachella Valley.

State Routes 111 and 86 are the main north-south connector routes within the east Coachella Valley. The
Southern Pacific Railroad runs adjacent to State Route 111 and the Salton Sea, to Riverside County’s
southern boundary. State Route 111, from Bombay Beach on the Salton Sea to Avenue 66 near Mecca,
approximately one-half mile east of the proposed project, is a State-eligible Scenic Highway, providing
views of the Salton Sea and the surrounding mountainous wilderness. Interstate 10 from Chiriaco Summit
to the intersection with State Route 86, approximately nine miles north of the proposed project, is a
County-eligible Scenic Highway.

The Eastern Coachella Valley is traversed by the San Andreas fault, an active fault with a significant
probability of earthquake activity; the proposed Project site is located in an area of high liquefaction
susceptibility. A large 100-year floodplain extends southerly from Thermal to the Salton Sea. The desert
and mountainous regions in the East Coachella Valley, roughly three miles to the west and to the east of
the proposed Project site, have a high and very high wildfire susceptibility; however, the wildfire
susceptibility is moderate to low in the valley (County of Riverside 2016).

The proposed project lies within the boundaries of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan and Natural Community Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP). The CVMSHCP is a
comprehensive multiple species habitat conservation planning program that addresses multiple species
needs, including habitat and the preservation of natural communities in the Coachella Valley area of
Riverside County.

Lands in the Project vicinity include a mix of vacant land, agricultural and aquiculture lands, single family
residences and mobile home parks. The CVSC lies a short distance east of the Project area and is crossed
by Project facilities (a sewerage force main) at the north end of the Project. All other Project improvements
will occur within existing paved and dirt public and private roadways and drives
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1.3 PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of the Project is to provide urgently needed domestic water and fire protection to hundreds
of residents, most of which reside in mobile home parks. Beneficiaries would also include residents in
single-family homes, local farms and one or two commercial businesses. Currently, area residents must
rely on unsafe and unreliable private wells and distribution systems without adequate pressure and storage
to provide effective firefighting capabilities. These same residents and other users are also reliant on on-
lot septic systems, which often fail due to age, lack of maintenance and a high groundwater table that
adversely affects these systems.

1.4 SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT

This Initial Study (IS) has been prepared consistent with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines Section 15063 and with relevant and applicable federal regulations, including the Clean Water
Act (CWA), Clean Air Act (CAA), state and federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA), etc. (see CEQA-Plus discussion below), to determine if the Project, as
proposed, may have a significant effect upon the environment. Based upon the findings contained within
this report, the Initial Study may be used in support of the preparation of a CEQA Mitigated Negative
Declaration and a federal Finding of No Significant Impact.

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) provides an assessment of the potential
impacts to environmental resources that would result from implementing the proposed project. The
discussion and level of analysis are commensurate with the expected magnitude and severity of each
impact to environmental resources. This document primarily addresses the environmental effects of
constructing and operating the project infrastructure. The analyses in Chapter 3 are based on technical
reports and studies prepared for the project, supplemented with other public information sources as
provided in the list of references.

This document evaluates the potential for impacts to resources areas identified in Appendix G of the
current (2020) State CEQA Guidelines and adheres to CVWD’s Local CEQA Guidelines (2023). These
resource areas include:

e Aesthetics e Land Use and Planning

e Agriculture and Forestry Resources e Mineral Resources

e Air Quality e Noise

¢ Biological Resources e Population and Housing

e Cultural Resources e Public Services

e Energy e Recreation

e Geology and Soils, including e Transportation
Paleontological Resources e Utilities and Service Systems

e Greenhouse Gas Emissions e Tribal Cultural Resources

e Hazards and Hazardous Materials e Wildfire

e Hydrology and Water Quality e Mandatory Findings of Significance
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1.5 CEQA-PLUS

Administration of the Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program in California: As noted, this Initial
Study incorporates analysis that is consistent with the requirements of the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA), and specifically the requirements of Section 7 of the federal Endangered Species
Act, Section 106 of the federal NHPA, the federal CAA, Environmental Justice, Farmland Protection
Policy Act (FPPA), Flood Plain Management, Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), Protection of
Wetlands/Clean Water Act (Sec 404), and Safe Drinking Water Act, Sole Source Aquifer Protection.

This Project may be financed in part by a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan administered by
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Division of Financial Assistance. The SRF is partially
funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and is therefore subject to certain federal review
requirements. All applicants seeking SRF financing must comply with CEQA and provide sufficient
information so that the SWRCB, whether it acts as a Lead or Responsible Agency, can document
compliance with federal environmental laws. The SWRCB calls this federal compliance “CEQA-Plus.”

Chapter 4 of this Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) has been prepared to address the CEQA-Plus
requirements in order to be eligible for SRF loan funds. These requirements include documentation of
compliance with applicable federal regulations, including the ESA, the NHPA, the federal CAA,
Environmental Justice, Farmland Protection Policy Act, Flood Plain Management, Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, Protection of Wetlands/Clean Water Act (Sec 404), and Safe Drinking Water Act, Sole Source
Aquifer Protection.

1.5.1 U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs NEPA Requirements

The Project involves or may involve granting of easements from Native American allottees, which is
facilitated by the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs. The Project is therefore subject to federal environmental
review requirements. All applicants seeking federal approvals must provide sufficient information
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) so that the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) can document compliance with federal environmental laws. The BIA will determine federal
compliance based upon this “CEQA-Plus” environmental assessment. A BIA Environmental Checklist
will accompany the CEQA-Plus IS submittal to the Bureau.
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CHAPTER 2. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND DETERMINATION
2.1 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, involving at least
one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.
With adherence to the mitigation program identified within this IS/MND, the potentially significant
impacts would be reduced or minimized to a less than significant level.

Agricultural and Forestry

X Aesthetics
Resources

Air Quality

X Biological Resources Cultural Resources Energy

[ ] Geology/ Soils Hazards and

Hazardous Materials

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

[ ] Hydrology/ Water Quality

O O oo oOox O
0 X OO OO O

Land Use/ Planning Mineral Resources
[ ] Noise Population/ Housing Public Services
. . Tribal Cultural
[ ] Recreation Transportation Resources
[ ] Utilities/ Service Systems Wildfire Mandatory Findings
of Significance

2.2 IMPACT TERMINOLOGY

The anticipated environmental impacts are identified for each of the resource areas listed above. The level
of significance for each resource area uses CEQA terminology as specified below:

e Potentially Significant. Adverse environmental consequences that have the potential to be
significant according to the threshold criteria identified for the resource, even after mitigation
strategies are applied and/or an adverse effect that could be significant and for which no mitigation
has been identified. If any potentially significant impacts are identified, an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) must be prepared to meet the requirements of CEQA.

o Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. Adverse environmental
consequences that have the potential to be significant, but can be reduced to less than significant
levels through the application of identified mitigation strategies that have not already been
incorporated into the proposed project.

e Less than Significant. Potential adverse environmental consequences have been identified.
However, they are not so adverse as to meet the significance threshold criteria for that resource.
Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.

e No Impact. No adverse environmental consequences have been identified for the resource or the
consequences are negligible or undetectable. Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.

10
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2.3

DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

L]

X

Prepared by:

Reviewed by:

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

John D. Criste, Principal Date
Terra Nova Planning & Research, Inc.

William Patterson Date

Environmental Program Services Supervisor
Coachella Valley Water District

Reviewed by: Carlos Huerta Date

Environmental Resources Analyst
Coachella Valley Water District

Submitted by: Joanne Y. Le Date

Director of Environmental Services
Coachella Valley Water District

11
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Approved by:  Sylvia Bermudez Date

Clerk of the Board

Coachella Valley Water District

CHAPTER 3. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM
1. Project Title: Pierce Street Consolidated Water and Sewer Project
2. Lead Agency and Coachella Valley Water District
Address: 75-515 Hovley Lane East
Palm Desert, California 92211

3. Contact Person: William Patterson

10.

. Project Location:

. Project Sponsor:

. General Plan

Designation:

. Zoning Designation:

. Description of project:

. Surrounding Land

uses and setting:

Environmental Services Program Supervisor
Environmental Services Department

Phone: (760) 398-2651

Email: WPatterson@cvwd.org

West of Pierce Street and east of Fillmore Street, north and south of 66th
Avenue and south of 70th Avenue in the area of Thermal and Oasis,
Riverside County, California . Includes Assessor’s Parcel Numbers: 749-
140-001, 004, 006, 008, 014, 019, 015, 016, 019; 749-190-003, 010, 009,
012, 011; 747-130-003, 006, 007, 008, 017, 018;

Coachella Valley Water District
75-515 Hovley Lane East
Palm Desert, California 92211

Agriculture, Tribal Lands, and Rural Community - Estate Density
Residential, Public Rights-of-Way and Torres-Martinez Tribal/Allottee
Lands

A-1-10 (Agriculture — 10 acres minimum) and R-A (Residential
Agricultural).

See section 1.1

See section 1.2

Other Agencies whose approval is required (i.e., permits, financing approval, participation):

e Local:

o Riverside County — Encroachment, Road and Construction Permits

12
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o Riverside County — Well Demolition Permit

o South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) — Fugitive Dust Control Plan;
Permit to Construct, Permit to Operate

o Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians — Easements

o Colorado River Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) — General Permit for
Construction Discharges (dewatering/ test water)

o SWRCB — National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for
Storm Water Discharges associated with Construction Activities

e Federal:

o U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)/SWRCB - funding under the Clean
Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)

o U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) — funding under the Rural Development Program
o U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs — Easements
11. Native American Consultation:

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Project area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 2180.3.1? If so, is there a plan for
consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to tribal
cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?

CVWD provided “Notification of Tribal Consultation Opportunity” on January 14, 2025 pursuant to
Assembly Bill (AB) 52 to Tribes that have previously requested such a notice from CVWD. Notification
was sent to twelve (12) Tribes: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI), Augustine Band of
Cahuilla Indians (ABCI), Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, Morongo Band of Mission Indians, Soboba
Band of Luiseno Indians, Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians (TMDCI), Twenty-Nine Palms Band
of Mission Indians, Romona Band of Cahuilla Indians, Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians, Los Coyotes
Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno Indians, and the Quechen Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation.

In a letter dated January 21, 2025 in response to CVWDs AB 52 Letter, the ACBCI stated that the Project
area was located within the ACBCI Traditional Use Area. Even though the Project Area was in ACBCI’s
Traditional Use Area, ACBCI deferred to the TMDCI and stated the January 21, 2025 letter concluded
their consultation efforts. On January 16, 2025, CVWD received a letter from ABCI. The Tribe was
unaware of any specific cultural resources within the Project area; the January 16, 2025 letter concluded
ABCI consolation efforts. On January 20, 2025, the Quechen Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation sent a
letter stating the Tribe would not be consulting on the Project.

On January 17, 2025, TMDCI sent an email to CVWD stating the TMDCI would respond on January 20,
2025 to the “Notification of Tribal Consultation Opportunity” letter. As of March 20, 2025, TMDCI have
not requested formal consultation and CVWD has concluded the consultation process.
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3.1 AESTHETICS

Less Than
Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section Pgteptlally SIgm.ﬁ cant Less. i
21099, would the project: Sepi ol St Impact
’ ’ Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] ] X ]
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including,

but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and [] [] X []

historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the
existing visual character or quality of public views
of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized L] L] > L]
area, would the project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations governing scenic
quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare,
which would adversely affect day or nighttime ] = ] ]
views in the area?

Source: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); Google Earth Pro (7.3.4.8573), accessed
May 2022; Riverside County General Plan Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan Figure 10 “Scenic
Highways”; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023;
Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.1.1 Setting

The Project site is located on the gently sloping valley floor of the eastern Coachella Valley, which is
flanked by the Little San Bernardino, Santa Rosa, and San Jacinto Mountain Ranges that rise significantly
above the valley floor with elevations ranging from 8,716 to 10,834 feet above mean sea level. The Salton
Sea, at an elevation of approximately 240 feet below sea level, is located 4.0+ miles southeast of the
Project site. The foothills of the Santa Rosa Mountains occur approximately 3.2 miles southwest of the
Project site. The foothills of the Little San Bernardino Mountains to the north and the Mecca Hills to the
east are farther away and lie lower on the horizon and are of important and valued scenic and aesthetic
value to the community (County of Riverside General Plan 2021)

Project area lands are flat to very gently sloping and range from fallow and active agricultural lands to
mobile home parks and other residential enclaves. There are no unique visual or scenic resources within
or in the vicinity of the Project that would be affected. The County reviews and conditions new
development to ensure that any new development within its jurisdiction does not conflict with any scenic

resource programs that may be in place and preserve aesthetic resources (County of Riverside General
Plan 2022).

The Project will result in the installation of new underground water mains, valves and distribution and
collection lines. Post-construction, all but lift station improvements will occur at or below ground level
and will have a very limited impact on area aesthetic resources. The lift station site will be 55-feet from
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the Pierce Street center line and will be surrounded by an 8-foot chain link fence topped by three strand
barbed wire, with gated access. Potential aesthetic impacts of the Project are discussed below.

3.1.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) Less Than Significant Impact.

As discussed above, almost all of the components of the Project water and sewer infrastructure will occur
sub-grade or at-grade in the case of meters and related valves. The planned sewage lift station at the south
end of the Project and immediately west of Pierce Street will result in a 6-8-foot chain link fence
surrounding a 150-foot by 150-foot site (Altum Group 2023). Above grade improvements is designed to
include an emergency generator if needed, also a small facilities structure and security lighting. Given the
lift station site’s location 0.25+ miles south of Pierce Street, it will not occur at a location where scenic
vistas can be readily appreciated, Pierce Street being planned as a four-lane arterial roadway in a 110-foot
right of way. Impacts will also be comparable to those associated with roadside vegetation, as evidenced
across Pierce Street and elsewhere along the project alignment. Overall, the Project will have an
insubstantial and less than significant impact on area scenic vistas and resources.

b) Less Than Significant Impact

As indicated in response a), above, the only component of the Project that could affect scenic resources is
the fencing surrounding the proposed lift station. To the limited extent this facility could impact scenic
resources, the Project in the overall will have a less than significant impact in this regard. The Project will
not adversely impact such scenic resources as trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings. Temporary
visual impacts will include the presence of construction equipment and personnel, the movement of
construction vehicles on area roadways and at vehicle staging areas, vehicle safety barriers, and material
stockpiling. However, these activities will be temporary and end once construction is complete.

There are no officially designated or eligible state scenic highways in the Project area, nor any locally
designated scenic corridor (Riverside County General Plan 2015) The nearest state-eligible scenic
highway is Highway 111 south of Avenue 66, approximately 2.8 miles northeast of the Project site.
Therefore, there will be no impacts to scenic highways, and no significant impacts from the project

c) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project site is in a non-urbanized, rural agricultural area currently occupied by cultivated fallow fields,
mobile homes, farms and farm supply operations, landscaping, and paved and unpaved roads. Project area
lands are essentially flat with surrounding distant mountains providing topographic relief. Construction of
the proposed Project will result in trenching that would temporarily degrade the existing visual character
or quality of the site and its surroundings. However, this impact will be limited to the area immediately
surrounding the construction site and will end with completion of construction. Limited permanent
impacts are associated with the Project lifts station planned 0.25 miles south of Ave 70 on Pierce Street.
As discussed above, the Project will have a less than significant impact on the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings.

d) Less Than Significant With Mitigation

Currently, the Project area is rural agriculture with partially developed lands, and sparsely distributed
lighting sources, including security lighting associated with private lands and facilities, one commercial
property, agricultural supply companies and other land users in the Project area. Project construction is
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expected to occur during daytime only and will only require minimal security lighting at night (Altum
Group and CVWD 2023). At buildout, the underground water lines and laterals will not generate new
sources of light or glare as part of the Project. No significant impact is anticipated. Plans for the
aforementioned lift station site call for high-pressure sodium security lighting, which could adversely
affect the adjoining Pierce Street and surrounding lands if not installed properly. With mitigation set forth
below, impacts will be less than significant.

3.13 Mitigation Measures

AES-1 Construction lighting, including that associated with work area safety and security, shall
be placed so as to avoid and minimize impacts on road travelers and adjoining properties.

AES-2 Security lighting associated with the Project lift station shall be the lowest illumination
practicable and shall be of a height and fully shielded so as to avoid light spillage onto the
adjoining public street, surrounding properties or the night sky. It is further recommended
that to the extent practicable said security lighting shall be actuated by movement sensors
and will otherwise be turned off.
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3.2 AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources
are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In

determining whether impacts to forest resources, _ Less Than
including timberland, are significant environmental P pteptlally Slgnlﬁcant L'ess. Than
effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled Sligmﬁcant M,V,Vlth, SlIgnlﬁcant Impact
by the California Department of Forestry and Fire mpact I 1t1gat1(in d mpact
Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, neorporate
including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and
the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would
the project:
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of L] L] L] >
the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?
b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use,
or a Williamson Act contract? L] L] L] b
c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as ] ] ] =
defined by Public Resources Code section 4526),
or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?
d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use? L] L] L] >
e) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result u u ] =

in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural
use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan Figure OS-2 “Agricultural Resources;” Riverside County Land
Information Service (Map My County), accessed May 2022; California Important Farmland Finder,
California Department of Conservation, accessed May 2022; Project Application Materials; Pierce Street
Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water
Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.2.1 Setting

The Project site is located in an area of the County designated primarily for agricultural activities and rural
residential development on the County’s General Plan Land Use Map and Zoning Map. The area is
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partially developed and there are active and fallow agricultural lands within the Project vicinity. According
to the California Important Farmland Finder by the California Department of Conservation, the Project
area consists of Prime Farmland, Farmland of Local Importance, and Urban and Built-Up Land (California
Important Farmland Finder 2022).

3.2.2 Discussion of Impacts
a-e¢) No Impact.

The Project proposes essential water and sewer infrastructure including underground water and sewer
lines and laterals within existing and future public right-of-way on Avenue 70, Pierce Street, Filmore
Street, Ave 66 and Ave 69. Service laterals will all be on private lands accessed via existing drives and
roads. Part of the Project will occur on and along Torres-Martinez allotted Tribal lands, and the applicant
is securing easements through the BIA to ensure the Project, when built, will be entirely within public
rights-of-way. Portions of the proposed infrastructure will occur adjacent to but not on important farmland
as so designated by the Department of Conservation with the possible exception of the 150°x150° lift
station, which may be adjacent to “Farmland of Local Importance” (California Important Farmland Finder
2022). According to the Riverside County Land Information Service (Map My County), in the Project
area east of Harrison Street, there is an Agricultural Preserve (Coachella Valley No. 42 Map No. 201)
under a Williamson Act contract. The Project will not adversely impact agricultural lands, including those
under a Williamson Act contract.

Project construction activities associated with the installation of the water and sewer lines, lift station and
laterals will be constructed within existing and future (to be acquired) street rights-of-way and will disturb
paved and unpaved roadway sections and adjoining parkways. The Project will have neither temporary
nor permanent impacts on adjacent agricultural activities and designated farmlands. Project water and
sewer lines and laterals will be located within existing and future public right-of-way of established streets,
and within private drives. The 0.50+-acre lift station site will be located on currently graded lands
immediately adjacent to Pierce Street. Therefore, there will be no construction-related impacts to
agricultural activities and farmlands. Upon completion of the Project construction, the entire site will be
returned to preexisting conditions and there will be no long-term impact on agricultural activities and
farmlands in the Project area.

The proposed installation of underground water and sewer lines and laterals will not conflict with zoning
for agricultural uses or a Williamson Act contract, nor will it have any direct or indirect impact on
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. The Project will not cause development of non-
agricultural uses within 300 feet of agriculturally zoned property. Therefore, the Project will have no
impact on agricultural resources.

The Project site does not contain any forested lands and Project area vegetation is limited to scattered
trees, shrubs and ruderal growth along the roadway. Project lands are not zoned for forest land, timberland,
or timberland zoned Timberland Production. There will be no conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of such lands. There are no forest lands or forest uses in the Project area. Therefore, the Project
will have no direct or indirect impact on the conversion of forest land to non-forest use.

3.23 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.3 AIRQUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established Less Than
by the applicable air quality management district or  Potentially ~ Significant  Less Than
air pollution control district may be relied upon to Significant with Significant I
make the following determinations. Would the Impact Mitigation Impact mpact
project: Incorporated
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of
the applicable air quality plan? L] L] L] >
b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which
the project region is non-attainment under an L] L] X []
applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard?
c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations? L] L] b L]
d) Result in other emissions (such as those
leading to odors) adversely affecting a ] L] X L]

substantial number of people?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); “2022 Air Quality Management Plan,”
prepared by South Coast Air Quality Management District, December 2022; South Coast Air Quality
Management District (AQMD) Air Quality Significance Thresholds, April 2019; “2003 Coachella Valley
PMjo State Implementation Plan,” August 1, 2003; “Final Localized Significance Threshold
Methodology,” prepared by the South Coast Air Quality Management District, Revised, July 2008; Air
Quality/Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Analysis prepared by Terra Nova Planning & Research, Inc. on
California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) Version 2020.4.0, May 6, 2022; Pierce Street Sewer
Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water
Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.3.1 Setting

The central portion of Riverside County, including the Project site, is located in the Salton Sea Air Basin
(SSAB) and under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). All
development in the Coachella Valley portion of the SSAB, including the proposed Project, is subject to
the 2022 SCAQMD Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) and 2003 PM;o Coachella Valley State
Implementation Plan (SIP). The SCAQMD operates and maintains regional air quality monitoring stations
at numerous locations throughout its jurisdiction. The Project site is located within Source Receptor Area
(SRA) 30 (Coachella Valley), which includes monitoring stations in Palm Springs, Indio, and Mecca.

Criteria air pollutants are contaminants for which state and federal air quality standards have been
established. The subject portion of the Salton Sea Air Basin exceeds state and federal standards for fugitive
dust (PMio) and ozone (O3). Ambient air quality in the SSAB, including the Project site, does not exceed
state and/or federal standards for carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, lead, sulfates,
hydrogen sulfide, or Visibility Reducing Particles (SCAQMD 2024). The following Table 1 shows the
Riverside County portion of SSAB’s state and federal attainment status for criteria pollutants.
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Table 1.
Salton Sea Air Basin Designation Status
Criteria Pollutants Federal Designation State Designation
Ozone - § hour standard Extreme - Nonattainment Nonattainment
Carbon Monoxide Attainment Attainment
Nitrogen Dioxide Attainment Attainment
Sulfur Dioxide Attainment Attainment
PMio Serious - Nonattainment Nonattainment
PMzs Attainment Attainment
Lead Attainment Attainment

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Green Book Current Nonattainment Counties for All Criteria Pollutants,
current as of October 2023; California Air Resources Board Summary Tables - Summaries of Historical Area Designations
for State Standards, effective July 2019 (Updated May 31, 2023).

3.3.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) No Impact

The Project is located in central Riverside County and subject to the rules and regulations imposed by the
SCAQMD, including Rule 403 governing fugitive dust emissions from construction and other
anthropogenic sources within the Coachella Valley. A project is considered in conformity with adopted
air quality plans if it adheres to the requirements of the SCAQMD Rule Book!, 2022 AQMP, adopted and
forthcoming control measures, and is consistent with growth forecasts in the applicable plan(s) (or is
directly included in the applicable plan). Conformity with growth forecasts can be established by
demonstrating that a project is consistent with the land use plan that was used to generate the growth
forecast. A non-conforming project would be one that increases the gross number of dwelling units,
increases the number of trips, and/or increases the overall vehicle miles traveled in an affected area relative
to the applicable land use plan.

The 2022 AQMP is a comprehensive plan that establishes control strategies and guidance on regional
emission reductions for air pollutants to achieve state and federal air quality standards set forth in State
and Federal Clean Air Acts. The 2022 AQMP is based, in part, on the land use plans of the jurisdictions
in the region, including the County of Riverside General Plan. The subject Project will result in
underground water and sewer lines and laterals within existing and future public street rights-of-way and
within private drives and will not generate or induce any development directly or indirectly. The subject
utility Project is consistent with the goals and policies of the Riverside County General Plan Land Use
Element for utilities. The Project serves an existing need, does not conflict with the General Plan and will
not conflict with the 2022 AQMP. No impacts will occur.

“South Coast Air Quality Management District Rules and Regulations,” adopted February 4, 1977.
http://www.agmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/rules/scagmd-rule-book (accessed June 2023).
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b) Less Than Significant Impact

An impact is considered potentially significant if concentration of emissions exceeds the California or
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS/NAAQS 2023). NAAQS and CAAQS established for
criteria pollutants are designed to protect the segment of the population that is most susceptible to
respiratory distress or infection, including the elderly, children, asthmatics, or those who are weak from
disease or illness. Table 2 shows the state and national ambient air quality standards.

Table 2.
State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards
State Standards National Standards
Pollutant
Avg. Time Concentration Avg. Time Concentration
1-h .090 1-h N
Ozone (0s) our 0 ppm our one
8-hour 0.070 ppm 8-hour 0.070 ppm
1-h 20.000 1-h 35.000
Carbon Monoxide (CO) our bpi our PP
8-hour 9.000 ppm 8-hour 9.000 ppm
1-h 1 1-h 0.100
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) o 0.180 ppm o ppim
AAM 0.030 ppm AAM 0.053 ppm
Sulfur Dioxide 1-hour 0.250 ppm 1-hour 0.075 ppm
(S02) 24-hour 0.040 ppm 24-hour 0.140 ppm
? AAM None AAM 0.030 ppm
. 24-hour 50.000 pg/m’ 24-hour 150.000 pg/m?
Particulate Matter (PMio
(M) AAM 20.000 pg/m’ AAM None
AAM 12.0 3 AAM 12.000 pg/m?
Particulate Matter (PMa2.s) 00 pg/m Hem
24-hour None 24-hour 35.000 ug/m’
Lead 30-day Avg. 1.500 pg/m? 3-month Avg. 0.150 pg/m?
Visibility Reducing Particles 8-hour No standard
Sulfates 24-hour 25.000 pg/m?
No Federal Standards
Hydrogen Sulfide 1-hour 0.030 ppm
Vinyl Chloride 24-hour 0.010 ppm
Source: California Air Resources Board, effective 5/4/16 (accessed 11/06/2023).
Notes: ppm = parts per million; pg/ m* = micrograms per cubic meter of air;
AAM = Annual Arithmetic Mean

The two primary pollutants of concern in the Coachella Valley, including the Project area, are O3 and
particulate matter (PM1o). SCAQMD operates and maintains three air quality monitoring stations within
SRA 30 (Coachella Valley). SRA 30 includes the Indio and Palm Springs monitoring stations, which have
been operational since 1985 and 1987, respectively. The Mecca monitoring station has been in operation
since 2013; however, monitoring data is only partially released.

O3 is formed when combustion byproducts react in the presence of ultraviolet sunlight. This process occurs
in the atmosphere where oxides of nitrogen combine with reactive organic gases, such as hydrocarbons,
in the presence of sunlight. Ozone is a pungent, colorless, toxic gas, and a common component of
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photochemical smog. Although also produced within the Coachella Valley, most ozone pollutants
affecting the valley are transported by coastal air mass from the Los Angeles and Riverside/San
Bernardino areas, thereby contributing to occasionally high local ozone concentrations. The Coachella
Valley has a history of exceeding regulatory ozone standards.

Table 3 below shows that the Palm Springs monitoring station exceeds the 1-hour and 8-hour federal and
state ozone standards more frequently than the Indio site. This exceedance is attributable to the Palm
Springs station’s location closer to the San Gorgonio Pass, where ozone is transported into the SSAB from

the South Coast Air Basin to the west.

Table 3.
Ozone Monitoring Data for the Coachella Valley
No. Days Standard Exceeded
Monitoring Max. Concentration ) ;
Siation Year Federal State
1 Hour ppm 8 Hour ppm 8 Hour 1 Hour 8 Hour
2012 0.126 0.100 76 17 79
2013 0.113 0.104 76 10 82
2014 0.108 0.093 55 9 61
2015 0.102 0.093 47 3 51
2016 0.103 0.092 46 6 48
Palm Springs 2017 0.113 0.097 57 18 63
2018 0.111 0.099 56 11 58
2019 0.100 0.085 34 5 39
2020 0.119 0.094 49 9 53
2021 0.110 0.092 35 10 38
2022 0.106 0.089 39 7 43
2012 0.102 0.089 43 2 45
2013 0.105 0.087 35 2 38
2014 0.095 0.091 24 2 30
2015 0.093 0.086 11 0 12
2016 0.099 0.090 27 3 29
Indio 2017 0.107 0.094 44 8 47
2018 0.106 0.091 49 4 52
2019 0.103 0.088 43 4 47
2020 0.097 0.085 42 2 44
2021 0.099 0.078 18 2 24
2022 0.072 0.069 0 0 0
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Table 3.
Ozone Monitoring Data for the Coachella Valley
No. Days Standard Exceeded
Monitoring Max. Concentration ) ,
Year Federal State
Station
1 Hour ppm 8 Hour ppm 8 Hour 1 Hour 8 Hour

Source: California Air Resources Board Annual Air Quality Data Tables. http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/, accessed
November 2023.

1 =>0.070 parts per million for the 8 hour standard.
2 =>0.090 and 0.070 parts per million in 1 hour and 8 hour, respectively.

Particulate Matter PM1o consists of fine suspended particles of ten microns in diameter, and are the
byproducts of blowing sand, road dust, diesel soot, windstorms, and the abrasion of tires and brakes. The
elderly, children and adults with pre-existing respiratory or cardiovascular disease are most susceptible to
the effects of particulate matter. Elevated PMo levels are also associated with an increase in mortality
rates, respiratory infections, occurrences and severity of asthma attacks and hospital admissions.

SCAQMD, in conjunction with the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), Riverside
County and local jurisdictions, prepared the “2003 Coachella Valley PMio State Implementation Plan,”
which includes PMjo control program enhancements and requests an extension of the region’s PMio
attainment date. The Coachella Valley is designated as a serious non-attainment area for PMjo and is
subject to the 2003 SIP and local dust control regulations and guidelines.

The following Table 4 shows that the National 24-hour standard for PMio has been exceeded more
frequently at the Indio and Mecca stations (California Air Resources Board [CARB] 2023).

Table 4.
PM;o Monitoring Data for the Coachella Valley
. Annual
Maximum No. Days Exceeding
Average
Monitoring Concentration 24-hr. Standards 3
Year 5 " (ng/m°)
Station (ug/m’/24 hours)
Federal' State’ AAM’
2012 143.4 0 0 19.9
2013 185.8 1.0 13.1 23.1
2014 313.8 1.1 * 254
2015 199.0 1.0 * 20.9
Palm Springs 2016 447.2 1.1 * 23.1
2017 105.6 0 * 22.1
2018 4223 2.0 0 229
2019 75.6 0 6.0 20.7
2020 129.8 * * 232
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Table 4.
PMio Monitoring Data for the Coachella Valley
. Annual
Maximum No. Days Exceeding Average
Monitoring Concentration 24-hr. Standards 3
Year i (ng/m°)
Station (ng/m*/24 hours)
Federal' State’ AAM?
2021 35.2 0 0 18.4
2022 159.5 * * 21.1
2012 270.6 * 432 33.6
2013 2552 3.0 85.2 375
2014 3223 6.1 94.9 43.5
2015 381.0 * * 44.0
2016 393.2 * * 37.0
Indio 2017 198.6 1.0 * 34.8
2018 336.0 22 88.4 34.8
2019 141.9 0 25.7 28.5
2020 145.2 0 * 31.6
2021 100.4 0 29.3 28.6
2022 160.0 * * 19.8
2016 468.9 * * 41.1
2017 477.6 * 81.5 47.5
2018 2752 6.3 * 40.8
Mecca 2019 2329 * 49.2 35.0
2020 680.6 10.0 * 455
2021 334.5 3.0 * 415
2022 * * * *
Source: Annual air quality site monitoring reports per the California Air Resources Board. http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/,
accessed November 2023.
pg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter; AAM = Annual Arithmetic Mean
'=>150 pg/m® in 24 hour period;
2=> 50 ug/m’ in 24 hour period;
3 Federal Annual Average Standard AAM > 50ug/m’ revoked December 17, 2006. State standard is AAM > 20pg/m®
* There are insufficient (or no) data available to determine the value.
** Data may include exceptional events.

3.3.2.1 Air Quality Pollutant Emission Projections

The following air quality analysis for the proposed Project was modeled using California Emissions
Estimator Model (CalEEMod) Version 2022.1.1.20 (Appendix A) and is based on the Project description,
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engineering plans, and construction detail estimates from the Project engineers. Criteria air pollutants will
be released primarily during the construction phase of the proposed Project and minimally during
operation, as shown in Tables 5 and 6. Table 5 summarizes short-term construction-related emissions, and
Table 6 summarizes ongoing emissions generated during Project operation. The operational emissions are
minimal and limited to emissions from pavement off-gassing and the proposed diesel-fueled emergency
generator. CalEEMod input data and output tables are provided in Appendix A of this Initial Study.

3.3.2.2 Construction Emissions

For analysis purposes, it is assumed that construction will occur over a 4-month period and is currently
planned for 2026-27 Construction would include site preparation, pavement removal and excavation,
installation of the lift station, water and sewer pipes, sewer and water laterals, valves and meters, and
ancillary structures, trench-filling and re-paving. Areas requiring paving or re-paving are anticipated to
include Pierce Street (between Avenue 66 and Avenue 70), a small segment of Avenue 70, and two 20’-
wide driveways providing access to the lift station site.

Sources of construction-related emissions include the operation of construction equipment, material
imports, as well as vehicles transporting workers to and from the Project site. Material export during
construction will include soil displaced by the water pipes, sewer pipes, and lift station. Imported materials
will include aggregate used to overlay the lift station site and to underly sewer and water pipes as needed,
as well as the import of the pipes and lift station equipment.

Construction emissions were calculated based upon the daily use of various types of construction
equipment throughout the entire construction period. Note that not all equipment will be used every day
or at the same time, and various construction activities generate different quantities of emissions.
CalEEMod projected the maximum daily emissions for all construction activities. As shown in Table 5
below, construction-related activities for the Project are projected to remain below established daily
thresholds for all criteria pollutants.

Table 5.
Projected Construction Emissions (pounds per day)
(6[0) NOy ROG SO; PMio PM; s
Daily Maximum 68.2 58.6 7.09 0.12 10.7 5.92
SCAQMD Thresholds 550.00 100.00 75.00 150.00 150.00 55.00
Exceeds? No No No No No No

Source: CalEEMod Version 2022.1.1.20 (output tables provided in Appendix A).

Maximum daily emissions, unmitigated, with the exception of PMio and PM2s5, which show emissions after adherence to
required dust control measures.

As shown in the above table, the Project’s construction emissions are projected to be below the SCAQMD
thresholds. Construction-related PMio and PM;s fugitive dust emissions may be reduced through
adherence to SCAQMD Rule 403, which requires the application of a dust control plan and dust
suppression techniques during all phases of construction. For the purpose of analysis, the CalEEMod
model assumes that exposed areas will be watered twice daily, per standard dust control measures. Overall,
the Project construction is not anticipated to violate state or federal air quality standards or contribute to
existing air quality violation in the air basin.
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3.3.2.3 Operational Emissions

Operational emissions are ongoing emissions that will occur over the life of the Project. The Project will
operate as underground water distribution and sewage collection systems, and will not generate vehicle
trips or waste. Paving on the lift station site and portions of roadway requiring re-paving would result in
negligible area-source emissions from pavement off-gassing. Stationary emissions may also be generated
by the proposed diesel-fueled emergency generator for the lift station. The operational emissions are thus
limited to energy and stationary source emissions, which are anticipated to be negligible as shown in Table
6 below. Because the Project operation is projected to remain well below established daily thresholds for
all criteria pollutants, it is not anticipated to violate state or federal air quality standards or contribute to
existing air quality violation in the air basin.

Table 6.
Maximum Daily Operational-Related Emissions Summary (pounds per day)
Operational Emissions CO NO« ROG SO; PMio PM: s
Daily Maximum 0.64 0.58 0.18 <0.005 0.03 0.03
SCAQMD Thresholds 550.00 55.00 55.00 150.00 150.00 55.00
Exceeds? No No No No No No

See Appendix A for modeling outputs.

3.3.2.4 Cumulative Contribution

A significant impact could occur if the Project would make a considerable cumulative contribution to
federal or state non-attainment pollutants. The Coachella Valley portion of the SSAB is classified as a
“non-attainment” area for PMi¢and ozone. Cumulative air quality analysis is evaluated on a regional scale
(rather than a neighborhood or city scale, for example), given the dispersing nature of pollutant emissions
and aggregate impacts from surrounding jurisdictions and air management districts. Any development
project or activity resulting in emissions of PMio, 0zone, or ozone precursors will contribute, to some
degree, to regional non-attainment designations of ozone and PMj.

The SCAQMD does not currently recommend quantified analyses of construction and/or operational
emissions from multiple projects, nor does it provide methodologies or thresholds of significance for
assessing the significance of cumulative emissions generated by multiple cumulative projects. However,
it is recommended that a project’s potential contribution to cumulative impacts should be assessed
utilizing the same significance criteria as those for project-specific impacts. Furthermore, SCAQMD states
that if an individual project generates less than significant construction or operational emissions, the
project would not generate a cumulatively considerable increase in emissions for those pollutants for
which the Basin is in nonattainment. As shown in the tables above, Project-related PM;o, Carbon
Monoxide (CO), nitric oxides (NOx), and Reactive Organic Gases (ROG) emissions are projected to be
below established SCAQMD thresholds. Therefore, the proposed Project will result in incremental, but

not cumulatively considerable impacts on regional PMio or ozone levels.
3.3.2.5 Conclusion

As shown above, the Project will have less than significant impacts on air quality during both construction
and operational phases. Also, results of this air quality analysis demonstrate that localized levels will not
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violate air quality standards, and therefore do not present a significant cumulative impact. Overall impacts
to air quality from the Project construction and operation are, therefore, expected to be less than
significant.

Minimization measure 3(b), below, will further reduce the Project’s impacts to air quality.
c) Less than Significant Impact

According to SCAQMD?, sensitive receptors include residences, schools, playgrounds, childcare centers,
retirement homes, hospitals, long-term health care facilities, rehabilitation centers, and convalescent
centers. Sensitive receptors in the immediate Project vicinity include mobile homes and residences along
Avenue 70, Pierce Street, and Ave 69.

To determine if the Project has the potential to generate significant adverse localized air quality impacts,
the mass rate Localized Significance Threshold (LST) Look-Up Table for SRA 30 (Coachella Valley) was
used. The table quantifies localized emissions at distances ranging from 25 meters (82 feet) to 500 meters.
Based on the Project size (total disturbed area of 6.62+ acres) and immediate adjacency to the nearest
sensitive receptor, the 5-acre tables for a distance of 25 meters were utilized.

Table 7 shows maximum on-site emission concentrations during Project construction, which are projected
to be under LST thresholds. As shown in Table 6, pollutant emissions during Project operations will be
negligible, and thus would not result in significant adverse localized air quality impacts. Overall, the
impacts will be less than significant.

Table 7.
Localized Significance Thresholds Emissions
(pounds per day)

Construction (6(0) NO« PMiy PM:s
Maximum Emissions ! 68.2 58.6 10.7 5.92
LST Threshold 2,292 304 14 8
Exceed? No No No No
!'Includes implementation of fugitive dust control measures required by SCAQMD under Rule 403.

See Appendix A for modeling outputs.

d) Less Than Significant Impact

Once in operation, the proposed Project is not expected to generate objectionable odors. The planned
sewage lift station will be in an enclosed and vented vault to be placed underground and is designed with
standard odor control measures, including ventilation. This will ensure that impacts resulting from
potential odors will be less than significant.

During construction, the proposed Project has the potential to result in short-term odors associated with
vehicle and construction equipment exhaust, which is expected to be minimal. In addition, any such odors
will be quickly dispersed below detectable thresholds as distance from the construction site increases. All
water and sewer lines and laterals will be located underground, as will the Project lift station and,

Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and Local Planning, prepared by the South
Coast Air Quality Management District. 2005.
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excepting the lift station site, the Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions upon completion
of construction. Therefore, the Project will not expose the surrounding area to long-term odors. Overall,
impacts from objectionable odors are expected to be less than significant.

3.33 Minimization Measures

While Project air emissions are projected to have a less than significant impact on air quality, the following
minimization measures will be applied:

Per SCAQMD Rule 403, the contractor’s fugitive dust control plan shall be prepared for the Project and
shall be approved by the Project Engineer. Said plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following best
management practices:

e Chemically treat soil where activity will cease for at least four consecutive days;

e All construction grading operations and earth moving operations shall cease when winds exceed
25 miles per hour;

e Water both the site and equipment twice a day, morning and evening, as well as during all earth-
moving operations;

e Operate street-sweepers on paved roads adjacent to site;

e Establish and strictly enforce limits of grading for each phase of development;

e Stabilize of temporary disturbance needed to accomplish each phase of development;

e Wash off trucks as they leave the Project site as necessary to control fugitive dust emissions;

e Cover all transported loads of soils, wet materials prior to transport, provide adequate freeboard
(space from the top of the material to the top of the truck) to reduce PMio and deposition of
particulate matter during transportation;

e Use track-out reduction measures such as gravel pads or rattle grates at the Project access points
to minimize dust and mud deposits on roads affected by construction traffic.

3.34 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.4  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Would the project: Less Than
Potentially  Significant = Less Than
Significant with Significant g
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either

directly or through habitat modifications, on

any species identified as a candidate,

sensitive, or special status species in local or L] X [] []
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by

the California Department of Fish and Game

or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations or by the L] > L] L]
California Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or
federally protected wetlands (including, but
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, [] = [] []
etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native u ] < ]
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree ] X L] L]
preservation policy or ordinance?

) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other L] =4 [] []
approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Sources: Draft Biological Resources Assessment for the Pierce Street Sewer and Water Extension Project
prepared by WSP USA Environmental and Infrastructure, Inc., October 30, 2024; Biological Resource
Assessment - Avenue 70 Domestic Water Line Project, Wood Environmental & Infrastructure, Inc., June
7, 2022; Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan,” September 2007, as Amended;
Jurisdictional Delineation for the Pierce Street Consolidated Water and Sewer Project, prepared by WSP
Environmental and Infrastructure, Inc., October 30, 2024 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
National Wetlands Inventory, www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html, accessed November 2021;
Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street
Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.
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34.1 Setting

The Project site is located on the valley floor of the eastern Coachella Valley. The area has been a major
agricultural region of the County for decades and has been in active cultivation since the early 1950s. A
comprehensive literature search was conducted to identify sensitive biological resources that occur or may
occur at and within a two-mile radius of the Project site (Appendix B, WSP 2024).

The subject Project alignment and a 500+-foot buffer area were surveyed on November 5, 2021, and April
25 and September 16, 2022. Biologists noted portions of the subject road shoulders and adjacent areas
with limited development (i.e., existing and former residential and commercial), lands in cultivation or
otherwise disturbed (i.e., agricultural drains, or tile drains, compacted road shoulders, long defunct past
uses). Limited areas of natural vegetation were found at a few locations throughout the alignment
interspersed among the predominantly developed, agricultural, highly disturbed areas.

A minor earthen-bottomed open agricultural drain is present adjacent to the south side of Avenue 70
approximately 0.5 miles west of the alignment intersection with Pierce Street. This approximate 600-foot
section of the drain was dry at the time of the survey. Two ag-drains located along Pierce Street will be
crossed or bored beneath and have been determined to be dedicated to the conveyance of agricultural
irrigation drainage to the CVSC. The northern- and easterly-most extension of the subject sewer force
main will cross beneath the CVSC within or adjacent to the Ave 66 right of way and is planned to be
installed using a Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) rig (Also see Project Description).

3.4.1.1 Vegetation

Resource surveys identified a total of 29 plant species along the Project alignment, including a mixture of
native and non-native and/or invasive species, with nine of the sixteen plants (56%) being non-native
species (WSP 2024). Representative examples within the mixed areas of desert sink scrub and desert
saltbush scrub included: big saltbush (Atriplex lentiformis), honey mesquite (Neltuma glandulosa),
tamarisk (Tamarisk ramosissima), arrow weed (Pluchea serica), bush seepweed (Suaeda nigra), and
iodine bush (Allenrolfea occidentalis). A variety of landscaping and agricultural species were also
observed. These generally consisted of orchard and landscaping plants common to the area including but
not limited to date palm (Phoenix dactylifera), Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon), oleander (Nerium
oleander), great bougainvillea (Bougainvillea spectabilis), Mexican palo verde (Parkinsonia aculeata)
and various exotic yucca and cacti species. No sensitive or special status plants were identified in the
Project area.

3.4.1.2 Riparian and Wetland Areas

The Project area includes two agricultural drains, both crossing Pierce Street north of Ave 70, and a
crossing on the CVSC at Ave 66. The agricultural drains (both labeled “M Canal on project plans) are
dedicated to agricultural drainage to the nearby CVSC and therefore water is seasonally present that can
support emergent vegetation (i.e., bullrush, cattails, sedges, etc.) that could support desert pupfish
(Cyprinodon macularius), California black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus) and Yuma
Ridgway’s rail (allus obsoletus yumanensis) when they are inundated and/or heavily vegetated with
emergent vegetation. It should be noted that these drains are actively maintained and kept generally free
of vegetation. The southerly ag drain that parallels Ave 68 is essentially dry and lacks upstream irrigated
farmland that would be seasonally inundated. The northerly drain drains a larger, more active irrigated
area. These facilities are regularly maintained, and neither drain contained vegetative cover suitable for
either of the rails at the time of the assessment; however, remnant emergent vegetation was evident and,
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if allowed to develop, potentially suitable habitat for the rails could be present in the future if agricultural
drain maintenance is not required.

3.4.1.3 Wildlife

Vertebrate wildlife directly observed and/or otherwise detected was not notably diverse or abundant and
is limited to 31 species, most of which are common to the region, including one fish species, and a few
bird species that were returning summer breeding migrants (including some that do not breed in this
specific area).

Wildlife identified included one amphibian, two reptiles, 26 birds and one mammal (see Wood 2022 and
WSP 2024, Appendix B). Representative examples included species common to desert scrub and/or
tolerant of agricultural, residential, commercial and areas of heavy disturbance. These included but were
not limited to mosquitofish (Gambusia affinis), American bullfrog (Lithobates catesbianus), desert spiny
lizard (Sceloporus magister), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), Inca dove (Columbina inca), northern
mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos), great blue heron (Ardea herodias), American kestrel (Falco
sparverius), great-tailed grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus), western kingbird (7yrannus verticalis) and verdin
(Auriparus flaviceps).

The number of species detected does not represent the total number of species that may occur on or directly
adjacent to the Project site. Individual site assessments are limited by the seasonal timing and short
duration of the survey period as well as the nocturnal, burrowing and/or migratory habits of many animals.
The disturbed condition of the alignment reduces the potential for use by most special status species, as
many of these require higher quality and/or more extensive areas of natural habitats. Some are habitat
specialists requiring aeolian deposits, which are not currently present along the alignment. No actively
nesting birds were detected on or adjacent to the site during the assessment. However, the assessment was
conducted early in the breeding season for most species in the region and was focused on general habitat
assessment survey effort.

3.4.1.4 Sensitive Species

Several sensitive or special status wildlife species were by literature review, site visits and database search
were identified as occurring or having the potential to occur within a five-mile radius of the Project area.
These include six plant species, one vegetation community, two invertebrates, two fishes, one amphibian,
three reptiles, 27 birds and 10 mammals. Several special status species were observed within the Project
area, including great egret (Ardea alba), great blue heron (Ardea herodias), snowy egret (Egretta thula),
loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), and white-faced ibis (Plegadis chihi). None of these species are
listed as threatened or endangered, although several are considered “sensitive”. California Species of
Special Concern (SSC), including loggerhead shrike so listed by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW), are managed as “sensitive” by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (i.e., great egret, great blue heron) or are otherwise included on the California Special Animals
List and/or TPaC (Information for Planning and Conservation) Resources List (i.e., snowy egret, white-
faced ibis).Other sensitive species include Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii) and merlin (Falco
columbarius), which were also seen on or in the Project vicinity. The special status designations for these
bird species generally applies while nesting and/or at their nesting/breeding habitats and locations.

3.4.1.5 Burrowing Owl & Nesting Birds

Where accessible, the Project site and adjoining lands were surveyed on foot along its linear components.
The occurrence of fauna and flora was noted and documented, including birds. The burrowing owl (Athene
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cunicularia) is a candidate for listing by the California Fish and Game Commission as threatened or
endangered (CDFW 2024). Suitable habitat for burrowing owl was observed at various locations along
the alignment. Mammal (likely California ground squirrel) burrows and one drainpipe suitable for
burrowing owl use, were also observed within these areas. For these reasons, suitable habitat for burrowing
owl to occur along the alignment is present. The potential for burrowing owl to occur adjacent to the
alignment is considered to be low for nesting and low to moderate for foraging. Nonetheless, the potential
exists for the project to generate levels of noise and other disturbance that could adversely impact nesting
birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA 2023; 16 U.S.C. 703-712)). Therefore, if
construction occurs within the nesting season (January 15 to September 15 for raptors and February Ist
through August 31 for all other birds) a pre-construction nesting bird survey that also surveys for
burrowing owl, should be performed.

3.4.1.6 Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

The Project area is located within the boundaries of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (MSHCP), which establishes a preserve system and serves as the basis for current state
and federal incidental take permits for plant and wildlife species covered by the MSHCP. The Project lies
outside of a CVMSHCP Conservation Area (CA). However, portions of the project are within 200+ feet
of natural communities characterized as “other communities” in the CVMSHCP (CVMSHCP Exhibit 4-
25¢). The northern-most portion of the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel and Delta CA is located on
the south side of Ave 66 at the CVSC, extends west to the west bank of the CVSC and east to and beyond
State Route 86. Therefore, the Project will not directly impact resources within the CVMSHCP CA. The
planned HDD drilling under the CVSC north of the Ave 66 right of way could have limited but less than
significant indirect impacts on biological resources within the CA.

3.4.1.7 Regulatory Programs

The Project is subject to a variety of local, state, and federal regulations, including the Federal Endangered
Species Act, MBTA, NEPA, California Endangered Species Act, State Native Plant Protection Act, the
State Natural Communities Conservation Planning Program, and the Coachella Valley Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan.

3.4.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation

Most of the Project planning area and associated streets and drives are adjacent to or near lands in active
agriculture, fallow ag-lands and ruderal habitat associated with road edge disturbance. The Project area
includes a few large trees on private land, but they will not be directly impacted by the Project. The Project
crosses beneath two ag-drains, neither of which currently support viable habitat for riparian or wetland
species and are regularly maintained by CVWD. The Project sewer force main will pass under the CVSC
and will be installed via horizontal directional drilling, which will occur outside the channel cross-section.
The Project will also occur in proximity of the CVMSHCP Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel and
Delta CA, which occurs immediately south of Ave 66 at the CVSC. At this location, if the Project
encroaches into the CVSC it could potentially impact sensitive species such as, Cooper’s hawk,
southwestern willow flycatcher, yellow breasted chat, California black rail, Yuma Ridgway’s rail, yellow
warbler (Setophaga petechia brewsteri) and least Bell’s vireo (WSP 2024). Modified Project plans
described herein call for avoidance of disturbance within the CVSC.
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Burrowing owl is another sensitive species that could occur in the Project area, although it was not detected
during site surveys. Therefore, avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation will be required. The
implementation of mitigation measures set forth below will ensure that the Project does not have a
substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any candidate, sensitive, or
any special status species. With mitigation set forth below, impacts will be less than significant.

b, ¢) Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation

As noted in the discussion above, the Project crosses two agricultural drains, both crossing Pierce Street
north of Ave 70, and also crosses the CVSC at Ave 66. The agricultural drains are dedicated to conveying
agricultural runoff to the nearby CVSC and therefore water is seasonally present that can support emergent
vegetation. Neither drain contained vegetative cover suitable for either of the rails at the time of the
assessment, but remnant emergent vegetation was evident and if allowed to develop, potentially suitable
habitat for the rails could be present in the future (WSP 2024). The presence or absence of emergent plants
within the two drain crossings shall be determined at the time of the requisite nest bird survey. However,
CVWD regularly maintains agricultural drains in the Project area with the intent of keeping them free of
vegetation that could impede their drainage function.

As originally conceived, the Project could adversely impact state or federal wetlands and/or riparian
habitat within the CVSC. The Project design has been modified and now calls for HDD under the
stormwater channel beginning and ending outside the CVSC cross section, thereby avoiding impacts to
waters of the State or U.S. Construction will occur outside the CVSC but could have limited indirect
impacts on sensitive species within the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel and Delta CA. The northern
portions of the MSHCP CA in the vicinity of the Project alignment will be included in the required nesting
bird survey.

Prior to initiation of HDD, CVWD and/or the Project contractor will prepare a Frac-Out Prevention and
Contingency Plan to ensure that any potential impacts to jurisdictional resources due to frac-out are
minimized. Frac-out is the unplanned release of drilling fluids to the surface during HDD. Although
drilling fluid is typically bentonite and non-toxic, if frac-out occurs in the creek, it can result in increased
turbidity and sedimentation in the creek or other water quality impacts. Prior to initiation of HDD
activities, Mitigation Measure BIO-5 requires development of a Frac-Out Prevention and Contingency
Plan that would include monitoring for frac-out occurrence and appropriate responses to frac-out events
to minimize impacts of potential release of drilling fluids into waterways. With these measures in place,
potential water quality and species impacts in the Whitewater River/Coachella Valley Stormwater
Channel and the agricultural drains from frac-out would be less than significant.

In summary, the Project will not occur within and will not significantly impact state or federally protected
wetlands, riparian habitat, or any other sensitive natural community. Neither will the project significantly
impact wetlands marshland or other sensitive community. Finally, the Project will not result in the direct
removal or infilling or hydrological interruption of any stream or river. Therefore, with implementation
of the mitigation measures set forth below, the project will not significantly affect or have significant
impacts on these resources.

d) Less Than Significant

With the exception of a fenced 0.50+ acre lift station site adjacent to Pierce Street, the Project will not
create any barriers or obstruction to wildlife movement or migration. All other Project improvements will
be in the form of underground water and sewer lines, which will not affect such movement. No native
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resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, or species with established native resident or migratory
wildlife corridors are expected to be adversely impacted. Neither will the Project impede the use of any
native wildlife nursery sites. Impacts will be less than significant.

e—f) Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation

Riverside County and CVWD are signatories to and participate in the implementation of the Coachella
Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan. The CVMSHCP recognizes the importance of
establishing and maintaining local water and sewerage facilities and makes provision for such
maintenance even in Conservation Areas.® The proposed Project is located outside of but in proximity to
a CVMSHCP Conservation Area. As a Permittee under the CVMSHCP, CVWD must ensure that the
Project complies with all applicable terms and conditions of the CVMSHCP and Implementing Agreement
(See Section 13.0 of the CVMSHCP Implementing Agreement). This includes, but not limited to,
implementation of “Land Use Adjacency Guidelines” (CVMSHCP Section 4.5). The Project would not
conflict with any local, state, or federal policies or ordinances meant to protect biological resources.

Compliance with the mitigation measures presented below, including compliance with all requirements
of the CVMSHCP, will ensure that the Project will not conflict with any local policy, ordinance, or Habitat
Conservation Plan. Therefore, with mitigation impacts will be less than significant.

Compliance with the provision of mitigation measures requiring pre-construction nesting bird surveys
during the nesting season (February 1 through August 31) will ensure that the Project will not conflict
with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Conservation Community Plan, or
other approved local, regional, or state conservation plan.

343 Mitigation Measures

BIO-1 Yuma clapper Rail and California Black Rail: Because the California black rail and
Yuma Ridgway’s rail are fully protected species, no take of either of these species is
permitted. If suitable habitat (i.e., surface water and dense emergent vegetative cover of
cattails, rushes, and/or sedges) is present within either of the canals prior to initiation of
work at this location, surveys for the rails may be required at these locations prior to project
implementation to ensure no impacts to these species result from project implementation.

If Project development in the vicinity of the two drain crossings on Pierce Street occurs
during the February 1st through August 31% nesting season, and if water and dense
emergent vegetation are present within either of these drains prior to commencement of
project activities, rail surveys will be required prior to commencement of Project activities.

If either rail species are found and potential direct or indirect impacts cannot be avoided,
additional conservation measures developed through coordination with the involved
regulatory agencies (i.e., CVAG, USFWS, CDFW and/or U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
[USACE]) will be required prior to, during and following project implementation.
Additional conservation measures that may be required included, but are not limited to,
avoidance of Project activities that have the potential to directly or indirectly impact these
species during their respective nesting seasons.

See Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, Section 7.3.1.1: Covered Operation, Maintenance,
and Safety Activities within Existing Rights-of-Way or Easements.
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BIO-2

BIO-3

BIO-4

BIO-5

Burrowing Owl: If Project construction occurs within the February 1st through August
315 nesting season a pre-construction nesting bird survey that also surveys for burrowing
owl, shall be performed. Two “take avoidance” surveys for burrowing owl shall be
conducted, the first no less than 14 days and no more than 30 days. The second survey shall
be conducted within 24 hours of the initiation of ground disturbance, may be required in
areas containing potentially suitable habitat, in accordance with the CDFW 2012 protocol.
If no burrowing owls are detected during those surveys, implementation of ground
disturbance activities could proceed without further consideration of this species assuming
there is no lapse between the surveys and initiation of construction. If burrowing owls are
detected during the take avoidance surveys, avoidance and minimization measures would
then be required and the need for mitigation for otherwise unavoidable impacts triggered.
Mitigation may include deferral of work in some areas to provide a distance buffer, use of
effective noise barriers or other means that, if needed, will be described in greater detail in
the requisite mitigation plan.

MBTA Surveys: If Project construction occurs during nesting bird season (January 15 to
September 15 for raptors and February 1st through August 31% for all other birds) then a
nesting bird survey shall be conducted across the Project site by a qualified ornithologist
or biologist immediately prior to on-site disturbance during the nesting season. If nesting
birds are found, no work would be permitted near the nest until young have fledged. The
surveys should comply with CDFW recommendations, which include establishing
avoidance buffers of about 500 feet for birds-of-prey and species listed as threatened or
endangered, and 100-300 feet for unlisted songbirds. This avoidance buffer can be changed
at the discretion of the biological monitor based on nesting bird behavior

To the maximum extent practicable, in the vicinity of the CVMSHCP CA Project
construction should occur outside of the 15 March — 15 September nesting season for least
Bell’s vireo, and the 1 May — 15 September nesting season for southwestern willow
flycatcher, summer tanager, yellow warbler and yellow-breasted chat.

CVMSHCP Consistency: To avoid or minimize potential effects adjacent to or within the
Conservation Area (CA), Project-related activities conducted within and/or adjacent to the
CA shall implement CVMSHCP Land Use Adjacency Guidelines addressing effects on
drainage, hazardous/toxic materials discharges, lighting, noise, invasive plants, and related
areas of concern (see CVMSHCP Adjacency Guidelines).

Frac-Out Plan: Prior to the initiation of HDD beneath the two agricultural drains that
cross Pierce Street and the pipeline alignments north of Avenue 66 and beneath the CVSC,
CVWD shall require its construction contractor to prepare a Frac- Out Prevention and
Contingency Plan for CVWD approval. At minimum, the Plan shall prescribe the following
measures to ensure protection of aquatic resources, special status plants, and wildlife:

e Verify recommended depth of the pipeline under the channel based on soil
properties and risk for potential frac-out during HDD operation,

e Procedures to minimize the potential for a frac-out associated with HDD;
e Procedures for timely detection of frac-outs;
e Procedures for timely response and remediation in the event a frac-out; and

e Monitoring of drilling and frac-out response activities in jurisdictional areas by a
qualified biologist.
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3.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the project: ' Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource pursuant to [] [] X []
§ 15064.5?
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource [] = [] []
pursuant to § 15064.5?
c) Disturb any human remains, including those ] < ] ]

interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Sources: Identification and Evaluation of Avenue 70 Water Line Project, prepared by CRM TECH.
August 8, 2022; Identification and Evaluation of Historic Properties: Pierce Street Sewer and Water
Improvement Project, Oasis Area prepared by CRM TECH. March 2024; Torres Martinez Tribe Land
Status Map accessed June 2023; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The
Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July
2023.

3.5.1 Setting

The Coachella Valley has long been occupied by the Cahuilla people, a Takic-speaking group of hunters
and gatherers. Anthropologists study the Cahuilla as three distinct groups based on geographic setting: the
Pass Cahuilla of the San Gorgonio Pass — Palm Springs area; the Mountain Cahuilla of the San Jacinto
and Santa Rosa Mountain and the Cahuilla Valley; and the Desert Cahuilla of the eastern Coachella
Valley. Little population data for the Cahuilla prior to European contact is available but estimates range
from 3,600 to 10,00 persons. The Cahuilla population was decimated as a result of the introduction of
European diseases in the 19" century. Today, Native Americans of Pass or Desert Cahuilla heritage are
mostly affiliated with one or more of the Indian reservations in and near the Coachella Valley, including
Torres Martinez, Augustine, Cabazon, Agua Caliente, Twenty-Nine Palms and Morongo (CRM TECH
2024).

The Euro-American settlement of the Coachella Valley began in the 1870s with the establishment of
railroad stations along the Southern Pacific Railroad. With the development of underground water sources
such as artesian wells, and eventually the completion of the Coachella Canal in 1948-1949, farming
became the dominant economic activity in the area. The date palm was introduced to the Valley around
the turn of the 20™ century and became the agricultural staple for the region by the late 1910s. Starting in
the 1920s, resorts and other tourism-related industries made the Coachella Valley into a popular winter
destination.

A portion of the Project Area of Potential Effects (APE) lies within the Torres Martinez Indian
Reservation. The cultural resources assessments prepared for the Project comply with Section 106 of the
NHPA, with the BIA serving as the federal Lead Agency. The purpose of these studies was to provide
CVWD, the BIA and other responsible and cooperating agencies with the necessary information and
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analysis to determine whether the undertaking would have an adverse effect on any “historic properties,”
as defined by 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 800.16(1), or “historical resources,” as defined by
California Public Resources Code (PRC) §5020.1(j), that may exist in the APE.

The Project APE is linear in nature and is situated in a rural, agricultural setting. It traverses primarily
along and west of Pierce Street, including existing and future rights of way of Pierce Street, Avenue 66,
Avenue 69, Avenue 70, and Fillmore Street. It also includes a 150°x150” sewage lift station site located
immediately west of Pierce Street and south of Ave 70 on a site that has recently been graded Altum Group
2023). The pipeline alignments are confined primarily within the existing rights-of-way of public
roadways, and within private drives into which laterals are to be extended (see Exhibit 3).

As a consequence, most of the APE has been disturbed by past agricultural activity, residential and other
development, road construction, and underground utility work. The surrounding area includes active
agricultural fields and residential neighborhoods consisting mostly of mobile home parks. A few parcels
of undeveloped and unused desert land are also present along the Project alignment.

The literature search and field surveys identified nine previously recorded cultural resources, including
three prehistoric—i.e., Native American—resources and six built-environment features from the historic
period, were identified as lying partially within or adjacent to the APE, as listed below:

e Site 33-005142 (CA-RIV-5142): prehistoric ceramic scatter;

e Site 33-005151 (CA-RIV-5151): prehistoric ceramic scatter with two flakes;
e Isolate 33-017154: prehistoric lithic core;

e Site 33-017259 (CA-RIV-9456H): Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel;

e Site 33-020841 (CA-RIV-10765H): stormwater drainage ditch;

e Site 33-020842 (CA-RIV-10766H): canal and dirt road segments;

e Site 33-020844 (CA-RIV-10768H): segment of Avenue 66;

e Site 33-020845 (CA-RIV-10769H): segment of Pierce Street; and

e Site 33-020846 (CA-RIV-10770H): segments of Avenue 70.

The three prehistoric cultural resources listed above were all recorded outside but adjacent to the APE,
and no archaeological remains were observed in the vicinity during this study. The ground surface within
the APE near these three locations has been extensively disturbed by road construction and underground
utility installation in the past, and Project archaeologists have concluded that it is highly unlikely for any
intact archaeological deposits to be encountered during the proposed undertaking. Therefore, this study
concludes that none of the three subject prehistoric cultural resources recorded nearby is likely to extend
into the APE boundaries. Because of these past disturbances, the subsurface sediments within the vertical
extent of the entire APE appear to be relatively low in sensitivity for potentially significant cultural
remains.

Along Avenue70, the cultural resources surveys identified three previously recorded cultural resources,
including one prehistoric—i.e., Native American—archaeological site and two built-environment features
from the historic period, as lying partially in the APE. The two public roadways of early to mid-20th
century origin, Polk Street and Avenue 70, do not appear eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, especially in their current condition
after much upgrading and maintenance in the modern era. At one site within the Ave 70 APE, a prehistoric
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ceramic scatter was previously identified but no archaeological remains were observed on the ground
surface within the APE boundaries, which has been extensively disturbed by past road construction and
underground utility work. No evidence of human remains was encountered during the site surveys along
any portion of the APE.

No additional cultural resources were encountered throughout the course of the study. Among the cultural
resources identified within or adjacent to the APE, the stormwater control features and public roadways
of early to mid-20th century origin do not appear eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, especially in their current condition after much
upgrading and maintenance in the modern era. It was determined that they do not meet the definition of
“historic properties” or “historical resources” under Section 106 and CEQA provisions (CRM TECH
2024).

3.5.1.1 Regulatory Setting

Section 15064.5(a)(3)(D) of the CEQA Guidelines defines archaeological resources as any resource that
“has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.” These resources
document evidence of past human endeavors, and can include tools, utensils, carvings, fabric, and building
foundations.

Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines defines a historic resource as a resource that is:

1) listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources
(California Register);

2) included in a local register of historical resources (pursuant to Section 5020.1(k) of the Public
Resources Code); or

3) identified as significant in a historical resource survey (meeting the criteria in Section 5024.1(g)
of the Public Resources Code).

Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource
meets the criteria for listing on the California Register.

3.5.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) Less Than Significant.

As noted above and in the project historical and cultural resources surveys and reports, no sites, buildings,
or other structures of historical significance are located within the Project APE. The integrity of identified
historical resource has been compromised by extensive upgrading and modifications, and do not appear
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical
Resources. Therefore, the Project will have a less then significant impact on such resources.

b, ¢) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation.

As noted above, the Project APE encompasses lands that are within the existing or planned road right of
way and within areas that are already disturbed and in some paved areas. Previously identified and
recorded resources are limited to a prehistoric ceramic pottery scatter at two location that could not be
relocated during the Project cultural resources surveys, and one site with a single lithic core fragment,
which was not was not encountered during the recent field surveys. Nonetheless, the potential, though
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low, still exists that these and other sensitive resources could be encountered during Project construction.
Therefore, the potential remains for such resources to be adversely impacted without proper mitigation.

353 Mitigation Measures

CUL-1 Trenching operations within the existing roadbed at and near the location identified in the
cultural resources report that reach beyond the disturbed fill soil, typically five to six feet
in depth, should be monitored by a local tribal monitor and/or qualified archaeologist.

CUL-2 Pursuant to State of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, if human remains
are encountered during the undertaking, no further disturbance should occur in the area
until the Riverside County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin. If the
Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, further consultation should be
undertaken with the “Most Likely Descendant” identified by the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) to formulate the proper treatment of the remains under the provisions
of PRC §5097.98.
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3.6 ENERGY

Would the project: ' Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Result in potentially significant environmental
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, L] L] > L]
during project construction or operation?
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan ] ] = ]

for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

Sources: Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group, July 2023;
Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Consulting Engineers. July 2023; City of
Palm Desert Environmental Sustainability Plan (2010); South Coast Air Quality Management District,
Rule Book http://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/rules/scaqgmd-rule-book (accessed June 2023)

3.6.1 Setting
3.6.1.1 Electricity

The Project site is located within the electric power service boundaries of IID. IID is California’s sixth-
largest electrical utility, and its third largest public power utility. IID began generating and distributing
electricity in 1936, using small hydropower units it installed along its own system of irrigation canals.
Today it provides electricity and water to customers in Imperial County and parts of San Diego and
Riverside Counties and has facilities in the Project area. The Project will be connected to the CVWD water
and sewer systems, which require electric power to pump groundwater to elevated storage reservoirs and
sewage effluent to the wastewater treatment plant via the planned lift station and force main.

3.6.1.2 Natural Gas

Natural gas services in the Project area are provided in the Coachella Valley by Southern California Gas
Company (SoCalGas). Natural gas supplies are transported from Texas to the Coachella Valley through
three east-west trending gas lines, which cross the valley near and parallel to Interstate-10 and continue
west to Los Angeles. The pipelines include one 30-inch line and two 24-inch lines, with pressures of 2,000
pounds per square inch (psi). There is no natural gas service in the Project vicinity nor does the Project
require such service.

3.6.1.3 Alternative Energy

The IID provides electric power to the Project area. IID is California’s sixth-largest electrical utility, and
its third largest public power utility. IID has been incrementally increasing the amount of renewable
energy sources in its generating portfolio. For 2021, the IID Power Content Label* indicates that natural
gas (35.6%) comprised its largest source of energy used to generate electricity. This is followed by
“eligible renewables” at 40%, nuclear at 3.5% and large hydroelectric at 4.8%. Eligible renewables were

Imperial Irrigation District 2021 Power Content Label; http://www.iid.com/energy/renewable-energy/power-content -
label
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led by “solar”, which generated 12.3% of IID power in 2021, followed close by geothermal which
provided 12.1%.

3.6.2 Discussion of Impacts
a, b) Less Than Significant Impact.

The Project will result in the installation of new underground water and sewer lines and a sewage lift
station in the Project area. The Project water lines will be connected to the existing CVWD water network
at Harrison Street and Pierce Street. The Project sewer lines will connect to the Project lift station, which
will convey sewage north within the Pierce Street right of way to Ave 66. The lift station will rely on IID
power and will also may have an on-site backup generator. There will be a limited net increase in power
demand associated with the operation of the Project lift station. The lift station will be connected to an
existing overhead powerline located on Pierce Street that is serviced by IID.

The Project is expected to utilize conventional portable energy systems during construction and no electric
or natural gas utility service will be required. The operation of the new water lines is a part of a larger,
gravity-fed network that does rely on IID power and on-site backup generators to power related wells,
booster pumps, and reservoirs. No net increase in power demand is expected to result from the construction
and operation of the subject water line.

Direct construction-related energy demand comes from the operation of construction equipment and off-
site manufacturing of construction materials. While material manufacturing is out of the scope of the
Project, the contractor will be required to comply with SCAQMD rules including specific standards that
limit vehicle and equipment idling times. No wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy
resources would occur. The Project will not interfere with any state or local plan that promotes renewable
energy or energy efficiency. Impacts on energy resources will be less than significant.

3.6.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Would the project: Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant e
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Directly or indirectly cause potential

substantial adverse effects, including the risk
of loss, injury, or death involving:

1) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map
issued by the State Geologist for the area
or based on other substantial evidence of
a known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special Publication

]
]
]
X

42.
i) Strong seismic ground shaking? [] [] = []
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction? L] L] > L]
iv) Landslides? [] [] X ]
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil? u u = u
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is

unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in
on-or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

]
]
X
]

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect L] u = u
risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting
the use of septic tanks or alternative
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are L] L] u =
not available for the disposal of wastewater?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique L] L] X []
geologic feature?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan Chapter 6 Safety Element Figure 1 “Fault Lines;” Riverside
County Land Information Service (Map My County), accessed May 2022; Pierce Street Sewer Extension
Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project
prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.
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3.7.1 Setting
3.7.1.1 Geology

The Coachella Valley is bounded by the San Bernardino Mountains in the northwest, the San Jacinto and
Santa Rosa Mountains to the west and south, and the Little San Bernardino Mountains in the northeast.
The valley makes up the northwestern portion of the Salton Trough, a tectonic depression which extends
from the San Gorgonio Pass in the north, south towards the Gulf of Mexico (U.S. Geological Survey;
Geology of the Salton Trough; Alles 2011). The Salton Sea, a terminal lake sustained by irrigation runoff,
is located 4.25+ miles southeast of the Project site. The Salton Trough and most of the valley’s geologic
composition is primarily formed by the San Andreas Fault Zone, which runs through the northeastern
portion of the valley.

The tectonics of the San Andreas Fault, as well as of the nearby San Jacinto and Elsinore Faults, produce
a variety of seismic hazards in the valley, including ground rupture, ground shaking, liquefaction, slope
instability, and expansive soils. Together, the San Andreas and San Jacinto faults are considered to be the
most seismically active fault zones in Southern California. In 1972, the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Act established regulatory zones around active faults in California in order to reduce the hazards
associated with surface fault rupture. The nearest Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone is the San Andreas
6+ miles northeast of the Project site (California Department of Conservation California Earthquake
Hazards Zone Application 2024).

3.7.1.2 Soils Wind Erosion

The Project area and surrounding lands are identified as having a high potential for strong winds and
associated soil erosion. When barren sand or sandy loam soils are disturbed and exposed to high wind in
the absence of moisture, wind erosion can occur. While soil can be blown away at virtually any height,
the majority (over 93 percent) of soil movement takes place at or within one meter (3 feet) of the ground
surface. Lands in the Project area are primarily in active or fallow cultivation. Removal of surface
vegetation and its stabilizing effects causes disruption of soil and can lead to increased wind erosion.
While predominant winds are from the San Gorgonio Pass and the northwest, the area is also subject to
seasonal off-shore winds (Santa Ana winds) that result from high pressure to the north and east.

3.7.1.3 Soils

The episodic flooding of major drainages, such as the Whitewater River, and strong winds from the San
Gorgonio Pass transport and deposit sands and gravel on the floor of the Coachella Valley. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey Map identifies several soil types in the vicinity of the
Project site. Gilman fine sandy loam (wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes), Indio very fine sandy loam (wet), and
Salton silty clay loam each make up at least 20% of the area. Gilman soils are very deep, well drained
soils found on flood plains and alluvial fans. Indio soils are very deep, well to moderately well drained
soils, formed in alluvium from mixed rock sources. It is typically found on alluvial fans, lacustrine basins,
and flood plains. Salton soils are fine-silty and calcareous (California Soil Resource Lab - soil Data
Explorer).

3.7.1.4 Paleontological Resources

Paleontological resources are the remains or traces of prehistoric plant and animal life, including fossils
and the sedimentary rock formations in which they occurred. Rock and soil type may be used as an
indicator for the likelihood of the presence of paleontological resources. According to the Riverside
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County EIR for the General Plan Update (Riverside County 2015), the Project site is located in an area
with a high paleontological sensitivity associated with the occurrence of bivalves common throughout the
Salton Sea lacustrine basin.

3.7.2 Discussion of Impacts
a.)  No Impact.

No portion of the Project alignment is located within or near an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone.
The nearest active fault zone is the San Andreas Fault Zone is located approximately 6+ miles northeast
of the site. There are no known active faults in the Project vicinity and there is no significant potential for
earthquake-induced ground rupture at this location. No impact will result from implementation of the
proposed Project.

a.ii) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project site is in a seismically active region where earthquakes originating on local and regional faults
can produce severe ground shaking. Several known active and potentially active earthquake faults pass
through and near the Coachella Valley, including the San Andreas Fault, San Jacinto Fault, and Elsinore
Fault, which are all capable of producing significant earthquakes with a magnitude of 6.7 or greater. To
reduce impacts associated with ground shaking on people and buildings, the County implements the latest
seismic safety design standards outlined in the California Building Code (CBC). The 2019 edition of CBC
are currently in effect, and the 2022 edition of CBC will apply to construction in or after 2023. Engineered
design and motion-resistant construction methods to be implemented for the Project will help minimize
infrastructure damage in the event of a strong earthquake. There is no new elevated storage associated
with this Project. Adherence to CVWD’s design requirements will further ensure that impacts to the
Project from ground shaking will be less than significant.

a.iii) Less Than Significant Impact

Liquefaction occurs primarily in saturated, loose, fine- to medium-grained soils in areas where the
groundwater table is within approximately 50 feet of the surface. The Project vicinity is identified as an
area of low to moderate liquefaction susceptibility due to shallow groundwater and susceptible sediments
(Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan [ECVAP], Figure 14). Distance from areas of active faulting may
serve to reduce the liquefaction potential in this area. Excepting limited above ground facilities at the
Project lift station, all Project improvements will be installed underground and should remain intact even
during major seismic events. Adherence to CVWD’s design requirements will further ensure that impacts
to the Project from liquefaction will be less than significant.

a.iv) Less Than Significant Impact

The subject property has generally flat topography, with a mild gradient consistent with the area-wide
agricultural drain system that directs flows to the southeast. This topography is not prone to landslides or
rockfall hazards. Lateral spreading is the tendency of liquefied soil to move, either downslope or toward
an open face such as a channel. Lateral spreading is not a likely occurrence on the subject site because it
is relatively flat and potentially associated impacts will be less then significant.

Site development may result in temporary excavations varying up to a depth of approximately 8 feet, with
limited but potentially deeper localized removes ranging up to 22 feet in depth. Based on the physical
properties of Project area soils, temporary excavations exceeding 4 feet in height could collapse and
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therefore shall be cut back based on the stability of trenches and temporary slopes. Applicable
requirements of the California Construction and General Industry Safety Orders, the Occupational Safety
and Healthy Act of 1970, and the Construction Safety Act shall be applied during Project construction.

Given the relatively flat topography of the Project site, the risk of landslide, lateral spreading, collapse, or
rockfall hazards is less than significant.

b) Less Than Significant Impact

The proposed water lines and laterals will be installed in and adjacent to already disturbed paved/unpaved
streets. The Project lift station is planned on a previously graded site that appears stabilized but devoid of
most vegetation. Construction is expected to require incremental trenching, facilities installation,
backfilling and, in some cases, repaving along individual construction segments. Associated incremental
site disturbance could result in a minimal loss of topsoil but primarily within roadway rights of way. The
Project will be required to implement measures to control fugitive dust (see Air Quality, Section 6). A
dust control plan will be approved prior to the initiation of construction and will ensure that soil erosion
is avoided or minimized.

In addition, the contractor will be required to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) associated
with runoff from the Project site. The Site Design and Source Control BMPs imposed through conditions
of approval or permit conditions will ensure that erosion resulting from storm flows or construction area
watering are controlled on and off site. Overall impacts associated with soil erosion and loss of topsoil
will be less than significant.

c) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project area is essentially flat. Underlying soils consist of Gilman fine sandy loam (0 to 2 percent
slopes, GbA; wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes, G¢cA), Coachella fine sandy loam (0 to 2 percent slopes, CsA),
Coachella fine sand (wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes, CrA), Indio very fine sandy loam (wet, It), and Indio fine
sandy loam (wet, Ir). As described above, the site has low to moderate liquefaction susceptibility due to
shallow groundwater and susceptible sediments. The site may also be susceptible to lateral spreading,
which is associated with the shallow water table. Above ground structures will be limited to portions of
the Project lift station. Neither soil conditions nor an unstable geologic unit are expected to have a
significant adverse impact on the proposed Project or its construction. Therefore, impacts will be less than
significant.

According to the County’s General Plan Safety Element, documented subsidence zones occur in
Coachella, San Jacinto, and Elsinore Valleys and are associated with groundwater extraction in the
Coachella Valley. According to recent subsidence analysis conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey (U.S.
Geological Survey [USGS] 2014) the Project area lies south and well outside areas of significant ground
subsidence. Project impacts associated with unstable soils and geologic units are expected to be less than
significant.

The Project site lies on essentially flat terrain and is located well removed from landslide and rockfall
hazard areas to the southwest (ECVAP, Figure 16). The site consists of, and is surrounded by, relatively
flat terrain; therefore, no impacts associated with on- or off-site landslides or rockfalls are anticipated.
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d) Less Than Significant Impact

Expansive soils are those that have ‘swell’ potential upon contact with water, and in the valley are
generally associated with clay deposits. The Gilman fine sandy loam and fine sand (GbA or G¢cA) present
along the Project alignment may contain silty clay loam beyond eight inches below ground surface.
However, the majority of the Project will require a maximum trench depth of eight feet with a few
segments at up to 22+ feet in depth. The swelling clays map published by USGS identifies the Project area
as data insufficient to indicate clay content of unit and/or swelling potential of clay. Soils at the lift station
site will be further evaluated prior to excavated and lift station construction to ensure that the facility will
not be adversely impacted by expansive soils. Given the Project scope and predominant nature of
underground water and sewer lines, impacts regarding expansive soil are expected to be less than
significant.

e) No Impact

One of the essential purposes of the Project is to connect the planning area to municipal sewage collection
and treatment facilities and off of numerous on-site septic tank systems, several of which are failing due
to a lack of maintenance and from high groundwater in the area.

f) Less Than Significant Impact

According to the County General Plan (Figure OS-8) and Land Information Service, the Project area has
undetermined potential or high sensitivity for paleontological resources. The Project site consists of paved
and unpaved roadways and otherwise disturbed lands, and is not known to contain unique paleontological
or geologic features. The possible occurrence of fossilized bivalves has been well documented and no
associated surveys or monitoring are required. The site has been heavily disturbed from above and
underground infrastructure (dry utilities), past and ongoing agricultural activities and existing mobile
home parks. Any Project-related impact on unique paleontological resources or a unique geologic feature
is expected to be less than significant.

3.7.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.8  GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Would the project: Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Generate gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact L] L] X L]

on the environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing ] L] X []
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Sources: Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023;
Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023; CVWD Climate
Action and Adaptation Plan, 2021; Riverside County Climate Action Plan, 2019; SCAQMD Interim
CEQA GHG Significance Threshold for Stationary Sources, Rules and Plans, 2008; CalEEMod Version
2022.1.1.20.

3.8.1 Setting

Certain gases, known as greenhouse gases (GHGs), impact the earth’s surface temperature by trapping
heat, similar to the function of glass a greenhouse. GHGs include carbon dioxide (CO.), methane (CH4),
nitrous oxide (N20), and fluorinated compounds. GHGs are produced through natural and human
processes, but emissions from human activity have increased since the industrial revolution. This increase
in emissions has led to the intensification of the greenhouse effect, and thus the overall warming of the
earth’s climate.

AB 32 and Senate Bill (SB) 32 require all jurisdictions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels
by the year 2020 and to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, respectively. In 2019, Riverside County
adopted its updated Climate Action Plan (CAP). The CAP directs the County’s implementation of the
State emissions reduction targets through the establishment of local measures to encourage energy
efficiency and renewable energy, development and adoption of zero-emission vehicles, water
conservation, and increased waste diversion. In order to meet the requirements of SB 32, the County aims
to reduce emissions in 2030 by 525,511 metric tons of CO; equivalent (MTCOe) from an adjusted
business-as-usual (ABAU) forecast and by 2,982,947 MTCOze from an ABAU forecast by 2050.

CVWD adopted its Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) in 2021, which sets targets to reduce
District emissions by 40% by 2030 and by 100% by 2045. Through a variety of measures, including
phasing out natural gas use, replacement of combustion with low- and zero-emission vehicles, reduction
in vehicle miles traveled, reduced emissions associated with wastewater treatment, and system-wide
energy and waste management. The subject Project, including the lift station, will adhere to energy type
and use standards set forth in the CVWD CAAP.

3.8.1.1 GHG Thresholds

On December 5, 2008, the SCAQMD formally adopted a greenhouse gas significance threshold of 10,000
MTCOze per year that only applies to industrial uses’ stationary sources where SCAQMD is the lead
agency (SCAQMD Resolution No. 08-35). This threshold was adopted based upon an October 2008 staff
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report and draft interim guidance document that also recommended a threshold for all projects using a
tiered approach.

It was recommended by SCAQMD staff that a project’s greenhouse gas emissions would be considered
significant if it could not comply with at least one of the following “tiered” tests:

e Tier 1: Is there an applicable exemption?

e Tier 2: Is the project compliant with a greenhouse gas reduction plan that is, at a minimum,
consistent with the goals of AB 32?

e Tier 3: Is the project below an absolute threshold (10,000 MTCOze/year for industrial projects;
3,000 MTCOze/year for residential and commercial projects)?

e Tier 4: Is the project below a (yet to be set) performance threshold?
e Tier 5: Would the project achieve a screening level with off-site mitigation?

The analysis provided below is based on this tiered approach.

3.8.2 Discussion of Impacts
a, b) Less than Significant Impact.

CalEEMod Version 2022.1.1.20 was used to quantify air quality emission projections, including
greenhouse gas emissions (see detailed output tables in Appendix A). The buildout assumptions input to
CalEEMod are detailed Section III, Air Quality. The proposed Project will primarily generate GHG
emissions during construction. At buildout, the proposed domestic water lines and sewer lines will not
consume energy or water, nor will they generate waste or vehicle trips. The proposed sewer lift station
will consume energy in order to power the lift station and the proposed emergency generator.

3.8.2.1 Construction

Construction activities will result in short-term GHG emissions associated with the operation of
construction equipment, employee commutes, material manufacturing and hauling, and ground disturbing
activities. As shown in Table 7, construction emissions are projected to be 306 MTCOze in 2024 resulting
from the estimated four-month construction period.

There are currently no construction related GHG emissions thresholds for projects of this nature. To
determine if construction emissions will result in a cumulatively considerable impact, construction GHG
emissions were amortized over a 30-year period and added to annual operation emissions to be compared
to applicable GHG thresholds.

3.8.2.2 Operation

During operations, most development projects generate emissions in five source categories which may
contribute either directly or indirectly to operational GHG emissions, including energy usage, water usage,
solid waste disposal, area emissions (pavement and architectural coating off-gassing), mobile sources
(vehicle trips), and stationary sources.

The proposed Project will operate as a passive underground domestic water delivery system as well as a
sewer system with a lift station. After the completion of construction, the Project will not generate solid
waste or vehicle trips, nor would it consume water. The Project is not expected to generate GHG emissions
associated with area sources. Energy source emissions will be generated by the proposed lift station, which
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is estimated to consume 12,720 kwh per year. Stationary emissions will also be used to run the proposed
diesel-fueled emergency generator, if needed. Operational emissions from energy and stationary sources
are projected to be 5.12 MTCOze per year. The combined total of amortized construction emissions and
operational emissions is projected to be 15.32 MTCOze per year, as shown in Table 7.

Table 8.
Projected GHG Emissions Summary
Phase MTCO:e Per Year

Construction 306
Operational

Energy 2.65
Stationary 248

Total (30-year amortized construction + operational)! 15.32
SCAQMD Threshold (Residential/Commercial) 3,000

Emission Source: CalEEMod Version 2022.1.1.20.

1. Buildout construction GHG emissions were amortized over 30-years then added to buildout operational GHG emissions.
297/30=10.2

MTCOze = metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent

According of SCAQMD’s Tier 3 criterion, a project’s greenhouse gas emissions would be considered less
than significant if emissions are below an absolute threshold of 10,000 MTCO:e per year for industrial
projects or 3,000 MTCOze per year for residential and commercial projects. While SCAQMD does not
have a threshold for infrastructure projects, the proposed Project’s projected emissions of 15.32 MTCOe
per year are well below the lowest of SCAQMD’s Tier 3 thresholds (3,000 MTCOze per year).

The Project will also meet the Tier 2 criterion, which states that a project’s GHG emissions would be
considered less than significant if the project is compliant with a greenhouse gas reduction plan that is, at
a minimum, consistent with the goals of AB 32. CVWD’s 2021 CAAP sets targets to reduce District
emissions by 40% by 2030 and by 100% by 2045, consistent with state reduction targets. The proposed
Project, including the lift station, will adhere to energy type and use standards set forth in the CVWD
CAAP. The Riverside CAP is also consistent with the goals of AB 32. The County’s CAP uses a threshold
of 3,000 MTCOze per year to define small projects that, with compliance with the Title 24 regulations,
are considered to have less than significant impacts related to GHG emissions.

The proposed Project will comply with the energy type and use standards set forth in the CVWD CAAP
as well as those required by applicable Title 24 regulations. Overall, the Project’s GHG emissions are
projected to be less than 3,000 MTCOze per year, and the Project will comply with the CVWD CAAP and
Title 24 regulations. Therefore, the proposed Project will comply with SCAQMD’s Tier 2 and Tier 3
criteria, and impacts related to GHG emissions would be less than significant. The Project’s generation of
GHG emissions would not make a cumulatively considerable contribution, and would not conflict with an
applicable plan, policy, or regulation for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions.

3.8.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.9

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation

Less Than
Significant
Impact

Impact

Incorporated

b)

d)

)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials?

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous
or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

Be located on a site which is included on a list
of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a
result, would it create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment?

For a project located within an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport
or public use airport, would the project result
in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people
residing or working in the project area?

Impair implementation of or physically
interfere with an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Expose people or structures, either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or
death involving wildland fires?

[ [ X [

[ [ [ X

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); California Department of Toxic
Substances Control “EnviroStor” Database, accessed May 2022; Pierce Street Sewer Extension
Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project
prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.9.1

Setting

The improper handling, transport, storage, use, and disposal of hazardous materials can cause harmful
effects on humans and the environment. Federal laws and regulations, such as the 1970 Environmental
Protection Act, regulate the storage, use, generation, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials. In the
eastern Coachella Valley, the Riverside County Department of Environmental Health, Hazardous
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Materials Branch provides additional oversight over facilities that handle and generate hazardous
materials, underground storage tanks, or other hazardous materials.

The California Water Board and Department of Toxic Substances Control provide databases of records
for cleanup sites and hazardous waste facilities and sites with known or potential contamination. A review
of the available databases indicates that there are no known contaminated sites or active cleanup sites in
the vicinity of the Project site. Records identify one previously leaking underground storage tank (LUST)
site near the intersection of Avenue 70 and Fillmore Street (Geotracker 2023); this case has since been
closed. Additionally, the K-12 Educational Center located at Avenue 66 and Tyler Street, approximately
3 miles northwest of the Project site, is an inactive school investigation site (EnviroStor 2022).

3.9.2 Discussion of Impacts
a, b) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project will result in the installation of underground domestic water and sewage collection lines, as
well as a sewage lift station. Construction of these facilities may require the use, transport, and/or disposal
of hazardous materials during construction phase only. Construction of the Project will involve the use of
excavation, hauling and other construction equipment and vehicles which will require limited quantities
of oil, fuel, and other potentially flammable or toxic substances. Minor maintenance and/or repair of
equipment may be required onsite and could result in fuel or oil spills if not properly managed. The Project
contractor will be required to use approved staging areas for storing material and equipment and
implement BMPs to assure that any spills are captured, limited and immediately and properly remediated.
The Project contractor will be required to adhere to applicable local, state, and federal laws on
occupational safety and disposal of hazardous materials. Any Project impacts will be temporary and less
than significant, and no adverse long-term impacts associated with hazardous materials are anticipated.

c) No Impact

There are no existing or proposed schools within one-quarter mile of the Project alignments. The nearest
school is Oasis Elementary School (Google Earth 2022) located approximately two miles south of the
Project site. There will be no hazardous materials-related impacts to schools.

d) No Impact

According to the EnviroStor database (EnviroStor 2022) maintained by the Department of Toxic
Substances Control, no portions of the Project site are listed as a hazardous materials cleanup site or a site
regulated for hazardous materials, nor are any such sites located in the vicinity of the proposed Project.
No impact would occur.

e) No Impact

No portions of the Project are located within two miles of a public airport or public use airport (Google
Earth 2022), and therefore the Project would not create or result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for
people residing or working in the Project area.

f) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project involves the installation of underground water and sewer lines in existing and planned streets,
as well at a 0.50-acre lift station site, and Project construction may cause temporary impacts to local traffic
flows. According to the County’s General Plan Safety Element, evacuation routes in the Eastern Coachella
Valley area include Interstate 10, State Route 86, State Route 111, Box Canyon Road/66th Avenue, and
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Harrison Street. The proposed facilities will connect to existing CVWD water main within Harrison Street
and to CVWD sanitary sewage collection system on Avenue 66 just east of the CVSC. Therefore, Project
construction may have a temporary impact at Project area intersections and along travel lanes during
construction activities in these areas. However, Project construction will be conducted incrementally to
limit impacts on travel lanes and at intersections. Through the contractor’s preparation and implementation
of a traffic control plan, the proposed Project is not expected to significantly conflict with or interfere with
emergency evacuation of the Project area.

The Project will be constructed in discrete segments limiting the length of roadway affected at any given
time; at least one lane will be maintained during construction of each pipeline segment with flag persons
where needed to ensure traffic safety. Therefore, it is not anticipated that construction of the proposed
Project would substantially interfere with traffic circulation such that it would impair implementation of
or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.

The Project will be required to obtain an Encroachment Permit through the County Transportation
Department, and construction activities will be subject to ongoing inspection. The roadways in the Project
area would continue to function as emergency access routes as necessary, and no revisions to an adopted
emergency response plan would be required. Upon completion of construction, the Project pipeline
alignment will be returned to preexisting conditions, and the Project will not interfere with the existing or
future circulation patterns. Compliance with standard requirements will ensure that the Project will have
less than significant impacts on emergency response and evacuation plans.

g) No Impact

Wildland fires occur in undeveloped areas but can spread to urban areas where the landscape and structures
are not designed and maintained to be ignition resistant. A wildland-urban interface is an area where urban
development is located in proximity to open space or “wildland” areas. Large areas of California are
susceptible to wildfire due to weather, topography, and vegetation. Wildfire is a natural process and
necessary part of the natural ecosystem; however, California continues to experience longer wildfire
seasons as a result of climate change.

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has mapped areas of significant
fire hazards through its Fire and Resources Assessment Program (FRAP; State Responsibilities Area Fire
Hazard Severity Zone (CAL FIRE 2023). According to FRAP maps of Fire Hazard Severity Zones
(FHSZ), the Project area is not located in a moderate, high, or very high fire hazard area. The nearest area
of significant hazard, designated a moderate hazard area according to California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), is within the foothills of the Santa Rosa Mountains, approximately 2.5
miles west of the Project site. The Project vicinity is covered by a mix of Local Responsibility Area (LRA)
and Federal Responsibility Areas (FRA).

Therefore, the Project will not expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires

393 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.10  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Would the project: ; Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or ground water L] L] > L]
quality?
b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project may impede ] L] X L]
sustainable groundwater management of the
basin?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern
of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river or
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in
a manner which would:
(1) result in substantial erosion or siltation
on- or off-site; u u = L]
(i1) substantially increase the rate or amount
of surface runoff in a manner which |:| |:| |X| |:|

would result in flooding on- or off-site;

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or |:| |:| |X| |:|
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or

(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? L] L] X []

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk
release of pollutants due to project inundation? u u > L]

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a
water quality control plan or sustainable ] L] X L]

groundwater management plan?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); Riverside County General Plan Update
Project Environmental Impact Report No. 521, February 2015; Flood Insurance Rate Map Nos.
06065C2925H and 06065C2940H, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 2018; 2020 Coachella
Valley Regional Urban Water Management Plan, June 2021; Indio Subbasin Annual Report for Water
Year 2020-2021, February 2022; Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan, Coachella Valley
Water District. 2015; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group.
July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.
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3.10.1 Setting
3.10.1.1 Domestic Water

CVWD provides domestic water and irrigation water to most of the unincorporated areas of the valley
including the Project site. Its primary source of water is groundwater extracted from deep wells within the
Whitewater River Subbasin. In addition to natural replenishment from storm runoff, the subbasin is also
artificially recharged through imported State Water Project Exchange and Colorado River water. CVWD
recharge facilities in the valley include spreading ponds located northwest of Palm Springs, recharge
facilities in Palm Desert, and the Thomas Levy Recharge Facility located south of Lake Cahuilla in La
Quinta. The total storage capacity of the Whitewater River Subbasin is approximately 29.8 million-acre
feet. With its substantial water storage and management program, ongoing conservation efforts and
diverse sources of additional supply, the basin is capable of meeting the water demands of the Coachella
Valley, including the Thermal/Mecca community area, for the long term and during periods of extended
drought, including during normal years, single dry years, and multiple dry years. (CVWD 2024).

3.10.1.2 Wastewater

CVWD’s wastewater system consists of approximately 1,100 miles of collection lines and five
Wastewater Reclamation Plants (WRPs). It collects and treats approximately 17 million gallons per day.’
Some areas within the CVWD service area, including the Project area, remain on septic systems. CVWD
also provides wastewater collection and treatment services to much of the unincorporated areas in the
Coachella Valley, including the Project site. There are currently no sanitary sewer facilities in the Project
area, and existing development relies on septic tanks, many of which are failing due to maintenance issues
and high groundwater. The closest CVWD wastewater treatment plan is WRP-4 located on Avenue 62
immediately west of the CVSC. CVWD continually increases the capacity of its wastewater reclamation
facilities by constructing new treatment and aeration ponds and other structures. CVWD implements all
requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board pertaining to water quality and wastewater
discharge.

3.10.1.3 Flood Control

CVWD is agency responsible for the management of regional drainage within most of the Coachella
Valley, including the Project planning area. The Project area is situated in the west basin of the Colorado
River, which drains primarily into the Salton Sea. It has an average rainfall of 3+ inches per year. Several
watersheds drain the adjoining elevated terrain of nearby Santa Rosa Mountains to the valley floor. The
Project area is subject to short duration but occasionally intense rainfall events which can generate
significant amounts of runoff.

According to the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services MyHazards tool, the Project site is
not located in a 100-year floodplain.® According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Flood Map Service Center, the majority of the Project site is in area of “Other Flood Hazard” (0.2%
Annual Chance Flood Hazard, Areas of 1% annual change flood with average depth less than one foot or
with drainage areas of less than one square mile). The portion of the Project site that is north of Avenue
68 is in a Special Flood Hazard Area (Without Base Flood Elevation).” The Project site and surrounding

5 2020 Coachella Valley Regional Urban Water Management Plan
6 CalOES MyHazards. Accessed September 2022.
7 FEMA Flood Map Service Center. Accessed September2022.
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areas in the CVWD service area and are subject to the requirements of the NPDES to protect waters from
pollution.

The Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel is the primary drainage course in the Eastern Coachella Valley.
The channel spans the length of the Coachella Valley and carries stormwater and agricultural runoff that
ultimately discharge into the Salton Sea. In the Project vicinity, the CVSC runs roughly parallel to Pierce
Street, approximately 1,500 feet east of Pierce Street at Avenue 66 and approximately 1 mile east of this
drainage at Avenue 70.

3.10.1.4 Surface Water Quality

Land uses such as agriculture, urban development, and industry impact surface water quality. The
Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel, located in the Project vicinity, receives runoff from stormwater
and agricultural irrigation and discharges into the Salton Sea. Therefore, the quality of surface water
depends on its origin and the nature of the lands that runoff traverses and from which it can acquire
contaminants. In the Project area, stormwater runoff is limited by the expanse of undeveloped lands and
those in agriculture. Tailwater from crop irrigation can contain carry a substantial nutrient load, as well as
chemical residues from herbicide and pesticide use.

The reach of the CVSC in proximity of the Project area has been identified as impaired for pathogens, and
for toxaphene from Lincoln Street to the Salton Sea. It is listed as being impaired for DDT
(dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane), Dieldrin, Nitrogen, ammonia (Total ~Ammonia), PCBs
(Polychlorinated biphenyls), Toxaphene, Toxicity, and Indicator Bacteria under Section 303(d) of the
CWAS3?

The CVSC is listed as impaired for the pathogens because surface waters in this reach violate water quality
standards established by the Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional
Board) to protect the water contact recreation (REC I) and water non-contact recreation (REC 1)
beneficial uses (BUs).!® The CVSC not only serves as a stormwater conveyance, but it also conveys
agricultural irrigation return water, reclaimed municipal wastewater from three permitted municipal
wastewater treatment plants, wastewater discharge from one permitted fish farm, and urban runoff.

3.10.2 Discussion of Impacts
a,e) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project area is in the Whitewater River watershed. All water providers in the watershed are required
to comply with the Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board standards for the
protection of water quality, including in many cases the preparation of site-specific Water Quality
Management Plans for surface waters.

8 Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and the 303(d) List of Impaired Water Bodies-2012 303(d) List, Attachment 1
(The 2010 303(d) List for the Colorado River Basin Region) issued by Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality
Control  Board;  https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/coloradoriver/water issues/programs/tmdl/rb7 303d_list.shtml;
Accessed on December 2017.

Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (Ms4) Within the
Whitewater River Watershed (Order No: R7-2008-0001) prepared by California Regional Water Quality Control Board,
Colorado River Basin Region (Regional Board) in 2008.

Total Maximum Daily Load And Implementation Plan For Bacterial Indicators Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel
by California Regional Water Quality Control Board Colorado River Basin Region (2007).
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The proposed Project will not adversely impact the flow of groundwater and has a low potential to impact
surface water quality, which could occur during construction. The Project will provide a domestic water
distribution system in the Project area, which will be owned and operated by CVWD once built.

The construction phase of the Project will require nominal use of water to facilitate soil consolidation and
compaction and to minimize fugitive dust emissions. This will be done using best management practices
(BMPs) to protect surface and groundwater. The Project contractor will ensure that adequate construction
BMPs are implemented and satisfy local, state, and federal standards. Temporary construction BMPs
considered and incorporated into the Project, as appropriate, would include:

e Soil stabilization (erosion control) techniques such as on-going site watering, soil binders, etc.;
e Sediment control methods such as detention basins, silt fences, and dust control;

e Contractor training programs;

e Material transfer practices;

e Waste management practices such as providing designated storage areas and containers for
specific waste for regular collection;

e Concrete washout slurry shall be discharged and disposed of in an approved manner;
e Trackout control practices;

e Vehicle and equipment cleaning and maintenance practices; and

e Fueling practices.

During operation, the Project will convey domestic water (and wastewater) but will not in itself generate
new water demand. Several residential communities to be served by the Project will be connected to the
CVWD wastewater collection and treatment system. No new sources of waste or wastewater will be
generated by the Project. The Project will not violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements. The Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control
plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. Implementation of standard BMPs would ensure
impacts are less than significant.

b) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project will not in and of itself adversely impact existing or long-term water supplies, will not directly
generate new water demand or require additional water, nor will it adversely affect groundwater recharge.
The Project area is located within the East Whitewater River Subbasin Area of Benefit (AOB) of the
Whitewater River (Indio) Subbasin. The East Whitewater River Subbasin AOB had an annual production
of approximately 117,925 acre-feet in 2020!'. During construction, the Project will require limited,
temporary use of water to facilitate construction, including soil consolidation and compaction, and dust
suppression. An on-site water truck will address construction water needs. At buildout, the Project will
serve as a domestic water distribution system and a wastewater collection system to replace existing
tainted water wells and failing septic tanks in the Project area. Existing and future development in the
Project area is under the County’s jurisdiction, and water demand is accounted for in the long-range water

i 2021-2022 Engineer’s Report on Water Supply and Replenishment Assessment, prepared for Coachella Valley Water

District, April 2021.
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planning efforts of the County and CVWD. Therefore, the Project will have a less than significant impact
on groundwater supplies and recharge.

c.i)  Less Than Significant Impact

The Project includes the construction of underground domestic water transmission and distribution lines
and wastewater collection lines and an associated sewage lift station. The lift station site has been
previously graded and cleared of most vegetation. The construction of the lift station on this site is not
expected to increase wind or water erosion, or siltation of adjoining or nearby waters.

The water and sewer lines to be constructed incrementally will create limited opportunities for soil erosion
from wind and/or water, which can be adequately controlled and managed through the thoughtful
application of BMPs. The construction of the planned under channel sewer force main will be
accomplished by horizontal directional drilling and no portions of the channel will be disturbed or
otherwise affected. The directional drilling and pipeline installation under the CVSC at Avenue 66 will
occur outside the channel cross section and outside the top of the channel embankment. With the
application of BMPs, this subsurface channel crossing will not create any erosion of siltation within the
CVSC or other waters. With the application of standard dust control and BMPs, the Project is expected to
have a less than significant impact and will not result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site.

c.ii-iv) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project will not contribute to off-site storm water runoff or have a significant adverse effect on local
or regional flood control capabilities or regional ground water quality or quantity. The Project involves
the construction of an underground domestic water distribution system and wastewater collection lines
and an associated sewage lift station. The Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions upon
completion of construction and will not increase local run-off or impact flood flows. Any construction
related impacts will be limited and temporary and considered less than significant.

d) Less Than Significant Impact

The majority of the Project area is located in the FEMA Zone X, an area of 1% annual chance flood with
average depth less than one foot (Flood Insurance Rate Map [FIRM] Map Nos. 06065C2925H and
06065C2940H, Dated March 6, 2018). The remaining western portion of the Project site near Harrison
Street is located in Zone AO, a special flood hazard area with depth of one foot (FIRM Map No.
06065C2925H, Dated March 6, 2018). The Project proposes to install underground water and sewer lines,
and a sewage lift station. It would not place housing within a 100-year floodplain or construct other
structures that would impede or redirect flood waters. There will be no impact regarding release of
pollutants due to Project inundation.

The Project site is located inland and will not be subject to tsunami inundation. The Project site is not
located in the immediate vicinity of any large water body. The Salton Sea is located approximately four
miles to the southeast. According to the Riverside County General Plan EIR (2015), there is no
documented significant seiche potential for any of the waterbodies within Riverside County. Therefore,
less than significant impacts would occur in a seiche event due to the proximity to the Salton Sea.

3.10.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.11 LAND USE AND PLANNING

Would the project: ; Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact

Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Physically divide an established community? L] L] L] X
b) Cause a significant environmental impact due
to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or ] ] ] <

regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding
or mitigating an environmental effect?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan, amended in 2021 and Riverside County Zoning Ordinance 348,
as amended; Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, 2008, as amended; Google
Earth, 2022; Field Survey, Terra Nova Planning & Research, Inc., June 13, 2023; Pierce Street Sewer
Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water
Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.11.1 Setting

Land use on the Project and surrounding area is governed by the policies and land use designations of the
Riverside County General Plan, including the Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan, and County Zoning
Ordinance. The Project area is primarily designated as Tribal Lands, although much of these lands are
now owned “in fee”. Land north of Avenue 68 and east of Pierce Street is designated as Agriculture. A
portion of land on the southeast corner of Pierce Street and Avenue 66 is designated as Commercial Retail,
and a portion of land on the southwestern corner of Pierce Street and Avenue 70 is designated as Rural
Community - Estate Density Residential. The Project area west of Pierce Street and north of Avenue 68
is zoned A-1-10 (Agriculture - 10 acres minimum). East of Pierce Street and south of Avenue 68, the
Project area is zoned as W-2 (Controlled Development Area). A small section south of Avenue 70 and
west of Pierce Street is zoned R-A (Residential Agriculture). As noted, the Project area is comprised of a
mix of primarily agricultural lands and residential neighborhoods comprised primarily of mobile homes.

3.11.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) No Impact

Currently, the Project area is partially developed and occupied by 12+ mobile home parks, as well as farms
and farm supply operations, a convenience store/service station, landscaping, and paved and unpaved
roads. At buildout, the proposed water and sewer system, including the Project lift station, will serve the
Project area without physically dividing this or any other established community or neighborhood. The
proposed water and sewer lines and laterals will occur within existing and new public rights-of-way. The
Project lift station will be constructed on a 0.50-acre site adjacent to Pierce Street and 1,100+ feet south
of Avenue 70. Therefore, the Project will not divide the established community onsite. No impact will
occur.

b) No Impact

The Project occurs in an area designated primarily Agriculture, Tribal Lands, Rural Community - Estate
Density Residential, and Commercial Retail. The Project involves installation of underground water and
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sewer lines and will be consistent with the goals, policies, and programs of the ECVAP of the Riverside
County General Plan to serve the Project area. Part of the Project will occur within Torres-Martinez
allotted Tribal lands, and the applicant is securing easements through the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
so that the Project water and sewer lines will be entirely within public rights-of-way. The Project does not
violate any provisions or regulations of the County Zoning Ordinance. No adverse impacts to land use are
anticipated.

3.11.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.12 MINERAL RESOURCES

Would the project: Less Than
Potentially ~ Significant  Less Than
Significant with Significant e
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the [] [] [] X
region and the residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important mineral resource recovery site ] ] ] X

delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan Figure OS-6 “Mineral Resource Zones” and Figure 3 in ECVAP;
California Department of Conservation Maps: Mines and Mineral Resources, California Department of
Conservation, accessed May 2022; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The
Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July
2023.

3.12.1 Setting

Existing or potential mineral resources in the region include sand, aggregate and gravel. The Project area
is designated as Agriculture, Tribal Lands, and Rural Community - Estate Density Residential on the
County’s General Plan Land Use Map. Mineral resource extraction in the Coachella Valley is limited to
sand and gravel, which the Project site cannot supply. No sand or gravel operations occur in the general
Project area.

The State of California Geological Survey Mineral Resources Project provides the most recent and
accurate information about mineral resources and assigns different Mineral Resource Zone (MRZ)
designations. Much of the Eastern Coachella Valley, including the Project area, is in an Unstudied (No
MRZ designation issued) area.

3.12.2 Discussion of Impacts
a,b) No Impact

The Project area is located in an area designated for agricultural and estate residential uses on the County’s
General Plan Land Use Map and partially occupied by mobile home parks, farms and farm supply
operations, landscaping, and paved and unpaved roads. The Project area is not mapped for and is not
known to contain important mineral resources, nor is it designated any Mineral Resource Zone by the
state. It should also be noted that the Project area is partially developed and not available for mineral
extraction operations. There are no proposed, existing, or abandoned quarries or mines in the Project area,
and no impacts will result regarding hazards to people or property. No Project-related impacts to mineral
resources are anticipated.

3.12.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.13 NOISE
Would the project result in: ) Less Than
Potentially ~ Significant  Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Generation of substantial temporary or
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in
the vicinity of the project in excess of
standards established in the local general plan L] L] I L]
or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?
b Generation of excessive groundborne
: e [ [ X O

vibration or groundborne noise levels?

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a
private airstrip or an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public [] [] [] X
use airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); Riverside County Land Information
Service (Map My County), accessed May 2022; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans
prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic
Engineers. July 2023.

3.13.1 Setting

Sources of noise may be mobile, stationary, or construction-related. According to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, main sources of noise include vehicular traffic, aircrafts, railroads,
construction, industry, noise in buildings, and consumer products (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
CAA Title IV - Noise Pollution). Riverside County describes similar sources of noise as common in the
county, potentially affecting sensitive receptors such as residences, schools, and hospitals (Riverside
County General Plan Noise Element 2015). The Project area is currently primarily comprised of
agricultural uses and roadways, but includes nearby sensitive receptors, namely single-family homes and
mobile homes.

Riverside County regulates land use noise standards and noise-producing private activities through the
Code of Ordinances, Title 7 Noise Control. The Noise Element in the County’s General Plan also
establishes goals, policies, and programs to moderate the effects of noise intrusion on sensitive land uses.
While construction activities are exempt from County noise standards, working hours for construction
activity located within one-quarter of a mile from an inhabited dwelling are limited to 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
from June to September, and 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. October to May (County Ordinance No. 847).

In addition to standard construction equipment, construction of the proposed Project will require vibratory
equipment to recompact tranches, road base, and pavement. Ground-borne vibration typically diminishes
quickly with distances, dropping to about 6 millimeters (mm) per second (0.23 inch per sec) at 15 meters
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(49.2 feet) from the sources. Compactors generate an average of 80 A-weighted decibels (dBA) (Lmax)
at 50 feet. Noise levels associated with other standard construction equipment are shown in Table 9, below.

Typical Construction Equi;)rl?ll;llftga.nd Associated Noise Levels

Equipment Type Reference Noise Level at 50 feet (dBA Lmax)

Flatbed Truck 74.0

Rubber Tired Dozer 82.0

Tractor/Loader/Backhoe 79.0

Excavator 81.0

Grader 85.0

Rollers 80.0

Drum mixer 80.0

Source: Table 1 - CA/T Equipment Noise Emissions and Acoustical Usage Factors Database; Federal Highway
Administration Roadway Construction Noise Model User’s Guide (2006) by U.S. Department of Transportation.

dBA = A-weighted decibels;

Lmax = the maximum instantaneous sound level recorded over a specific time period or during a single noise event,
measured in decibels (dB)

3.13.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) Less Than Significant Impact

The principal existing noise source in the Project area is vehicular traffic on adjacent and nearby roadways
(Avenue 70, Pierce Street, Harrison Street, and State Route [SR] 86). Sensitive receptors in the Project
area include mobile homes and other residences along Avenue 70, Pierce Street and Avenue 69. According
to Riverside County Noise Ordinance (Ordinance No. 847), which sets standards for noise generating
activities, exterior sound levels for the surrounding residential lands, are limited to 55 decibels (dB) from
7am to 10pm and 45 dB from 10pm to 7am. In addition, this ordinance makes exceptions for construction
and other temporary sources of noise. While CVWD construction activities are exempt from County noise
standards, the County limits hours of work from 6 am to 6 pm from June to September and 7 am to 6 pm
from October to May.

3.13.2.1 Project Construction Noise

Project site preparation and construction will proceed incrementally along the water and sewer line
alignments. The sewage lift station will be on a 150°x150” portion of a larger, vacant site and adjacent to
Pierce Street with the nearest home approximately 300 feet to the northwest. Pipeline construction
activities will include pavement cutting, excavation/trenching, hauling, filling and compacting, and street
repaving. As shown in the table above, noise levels could occasionally reach 74 to 85 dBA at 50 feet from
the noise source, depending on equipment and machinery used at a given time.

CVWD shall incorporate into the construction contract specifications the following noise and vibration
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be implemented by the construction contractor:

e Prior to construction, the Construction Contractor shall provide [CVWD-approved] written
notification to residents within 500 feet of the proposed facilities undergoing construction shall be
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provided, identifying the type, duration, and frequency of construction activities. Notification
materials shall be provided in English/Spanish translation and identify a mechanism for residents
to contact CVWD’s Project Manager related to r noise or vibration concerns.

e During construction, the Construction Contractor shall use equipment (e.g., jack hammers,
pavement breakers, and rock drills) which is hydraulically or electrically powered to avoid noise
associated with compressed air exhaust from pneumatically powered tools. Where use of
pneumatically powered tools is unavoidable, an exhaust muffler on the compressed air exhaust
would be used. This muffler can lower noise levels from the exhaust by up to 10 dBA. External
jackets on the tools themselves would be used where feasible, and this could achieve a reduction
of 5 dBA. Quieter procedures will be used such as drilling rather than impact equipment whenever
feasible.

e During construction, the Construction Contractor shall comply with compaction standards for
backfill. Vibration generated during soil compaction may be minimized by using a small
compactor.

e During sheetpile driving for trench excavation, the Construction Contractor shall use the following
measures: pushing the sheetpile in as far as possible with non-vibratory equipment (e.g., excavator)
before using the vibrator; using a small, hand-operated vibratory hammer or one with a different
operational frequency to further reduce the vibration potential; flooding the soils before tamping
with the vibrator; and/or operating vibratory equipment with “throttling” when a vibrator must be
used.

e All equipment and trucks used by the Construction Contractor for project construction shall use
the best available noise control techniques (including mufflers, use of intake silencers, ducts,
engine enclosures and acoustically attenuating shields or shrouds) and be maintained in good
operating condition to minimize construction noise impacts. All internal combustion engine-drive
equipment shall be fitted with intake and exhaust mufflers which are in good condition.

e During construction, the Construction Contractor shall prohibit unnecessary idling of internal
combustion engines. In practice, this would mean turning off equipment if it would not be used for
five or more minutes.

e During construction, the Construction Contractor shall locate stationary noise-generating
construction equipment, such as air compressors and generators, as far as possible from homes and
businesses.

e The Construction Contractor shall locate staging areas as far as feasibly possible from sensitive
receptors.

All construction noise will be intermittent and temporary, and contractors are required to abide by the
Riverside County’s noise standards, which exempt construction activities within the permitted time
frames. Although these activities would result in noise levels higher than the 55 dBA allowable noise
level, such impacts will be intermittent and temporary, and will occur during the least sensitive time of
the day. As noted, construction noise is exempt from the County Noise Ordinance; therefore, these would
be less than significant impacts.
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3.13.2.2 Project Operational Noise

The Project will include a lift station on a 0.50-acre site currently surrounded by vacant lands, with the
neatest residence located approximately 300 feet to the northwest. The lift station pumps with be enclosed
in underground vaults. The lift station will be designed as a submersible station and would include two or
three 40 horsepower pumps encased in a concrete vault. Based on a similar underground lift station, the
pumps would generate a noise level of 45+ dBA at a distance of 15 feet from the access hatch and would
not generate noise levels that would significantly impact existing or future surrounding land uses.!?

The balance of the Project is comprised on water distribution and sewage collection lines that will not
generate any discernable community noise. Once completed, post-construction noise levels will be
essentially the same as those prior to Project construction. Therefore, the Project will not generate a
substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the Project in excess
of County standards and impacts will be less than significant.

b) Less Than Significant Impact

As discussed above, Project construction equipment will include backhoe and other excavators, haul
trucks and compactors to recompact tranches, road base, and pavement. Ground-borne vibration energy
from construction equipment is typically dampened and reduced quickly with distances, dropping to about
6 mm/second (0.23 inch/sec) at 15 meters (49.2 feet) from the sources. Compactors generate an average
of 80 dBA (Lmax) at 50 feet. Any ground-borne impacts will be limited, temporary, and will end once
construction is complete. Long-term operation of the Project is not expected to generate any noticeable
ground-borne vibrations or noise, and impacts will be less than significant.

c) No Impact
The Project is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, nor is it

located within two miles of a public airport or public use airport. There will be no impact in this regard.

3.13.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.

12 Noise Study — Hawano Industrial Business Park Development prepared by Ldn Consulting, November 9, 2011
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3.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING

Would the project: ) Less Than
Potentially ~ Significant  Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Induce substantial unplanned population
growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, L] L] > L]
through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
people or housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing L] L] u =
elsewhere?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); Riverside County Zoning Ordinance
348, as amended; CA Department of Finance Demographic Research Unit, Report E-5: Population and
Housing Estimates for Cities, Counties, and the State, January 1,2011-2021Pierce Street Sewer Extension
Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project
prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.14.1 Setting

In 2022, the County of Riverside has an estimated population of 2,435,525 people (California Department
of Finance, E-5 Population and Housing Estimates for Cities, Counties, and the State, 2020-2022). Both
Riverside County and the Eastern Coachella Valley have undergone rapid population growth in recent
decades. The County grew from 1.2 million residents in 1990 to almost 2.14 million in 2010, and the
Eastern Coachella Valley population increasing from 74,954 residents in 2010, to a forecasted 341,313
residents by 2035 (Restricted Custody General Population (RCGP) Population and Employment
Forecasts 2021). The Project site is located near the unincorporated communities of Thermal and Oasis.
The populations of Thermal and Oasis were, respectively, approximately 1,371 and 2,554 in 2020.

The Eastern Coachella Valley offers a range of housing options. Housing in the Project vicinity is
primarily mobile homes, as well as small proportion of single-family residences. The Project proposes to
supply municipal domestic water service and sanitary sewer service to a community that is currently
relying on unsafe and unreliable individual wells and distribution systems, and on-lot septic tanks.
Hundreds of existing mobile home dwelling units and single-family homes with municipal domestic water
and sewer service.

3.14.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) Less Than Significant Impact

The Riverside County General Plan and County Zoning Ordinance set forth land use and development
standards for the Project area that include and support continued residential development, limited
commercial development, and ongoing urbanization. The Project will construct essential water and sewer
infrastructure to serve an existing, critically in need population and planned future development in the
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Project area. The proposed Project improvements will not induce substantial unplanned population growth
in the area. Rather, the Project will replace numerous private, individual tainted water wells and on-lot
septic tanks. The Project will not directly induce unplanned housing development or area population
growth. Future buildout of the Project area will occur in accordance with the County General Plan and
Zoning Ordinance. No significant growth-inducing impacts are anticipated.

b) No Impact

Currently, the immediate Project vicinity is partially occupied by mobile homes and other residences,
farms, rural landscaping, and paved and unpaved roads. The proposed Project will be constructed almost
exclusively within the existing and future street public rights-of-way. The Project will require additional
easements for portions of the proposed alignment within Torres-Martinez allotted Tribal lands, and the
applicant is securing easements through the Bureau of Indian Affairs; ultimately and excepting the 0.50-
acre lift station site, the Project will be entirely within public rights-of-way. There is no residence or any
other habitable structure on the Project site. Therefore, Project construction is not expected to displace or
relocate people or housing. At buildout, the Project will better serve the Project area communities with
connections to a safe and reliable water and sanitary sewer services. No impact is anticipated.

3.14.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.

66



DRAFT Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Pierce Street Consolidated Water and Sewer Project

3.15 PUBLIC SERVICES

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision
of new or physically altered goyernmental Less Than
facilities, need for new or physically altered . L
e . Potentially  Significant Less Than
governmental facilities, the construction of .. . .
. . . Significant with Significant
which could cause significant environmental s Impact
. . o Impact Mitigation Impact
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
: . : Incorporated
service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public
services:
1) Fire protection? [] L] ] X
i) Police protection? [] [] L] X
iii)  Schools? ] L] ] X
iv)  Parks? [] L] L] X
V) Other public facilities? [] [] [] X

Sources: Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023;
Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.15.1 Setting
3.15.1.1 Fire Protection

The Riverside County Fire Department provides fire protection and emergency services to unincorporated
areas of Riverside County, including the Project site. The nearest fire station to the Project site is Station
40, located at 91350 Avenue 66 in Mecca, less than one to 2.5 miles northeast of the Project area. In 2020,
Station 40 responded to a total of 1,179 incidents, with the majority (787) being medical emergency. There
are currently no domestic water lines or fire hydrants in the Project area, a deficiency the proposed Project
is meant to address. According to the Project-specific Domestic Water Hydraulic Modeling, the Project
will have a fire flow requirement of 500 gallons per minute for half hour duration for the single family
and mobile home residential units and 1,000 gallons per minute for two-hour duration for larger structures,
while maintain 20 pounds per square inch (psi) residual operating pressure (Riverside County Fire
Department 2024).

3.15.1.2 Police Protection

Police protection services in the Project area are provided by the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department
(2024). The regional police station is located approximately five miles to the northwest at 86625 Airport
Boulevard in Thermal. The nearest police station is the Riverside County Sheriff Mecca Substation is
located at 91260 Avenue 66 in Mecca, approximately one to 2.25 miles northeast of the Project area.

3.15.1.3 Schools

The Project area receives educational services from the Coachella Valley Unified School District
(CVUSD). The CVUSD consists of 14 elementary schools, four middle schools, four high schools, and
one adult high school. The nearest schools to the Project site are Oasis Elementary School, located at
88175 Avenue 74, approximately 2.25 miles southwest of the Project site, and Desert Mirage High school,
located at 86150 Avenue 66, approximately 3 miles northwest of the Project site.
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3.15.1.4 Parks

Riverside County offers a wide range of open space, parks, and recreation areas, including multiple state
parks, and 35 Regional Parks which cover approximately 23,317 acres (Riverside County GP). The nearest
parks to the Project site are Mecca Sports Complex, located approximately 2.5 miles northeast of the
Project site, and the Oasis Public Park, located approximately 3 miles south of the Project site.

3.15.1.5 Other Public Facilities

The Project is a major extension of domestic water and sanitary sewer infrastructure into an economically
depressed and disadvantaged community. In addition to provide safe drinking water and hydrants with
adequate fire flow, the Project also provides sewer service to many existing households. It also allows for
the County to permit development and redevelopment in the Project area in a safe and efficient manner.

3.15.2 Discussion of Impacts
a.)  No Impact

The Project will not increase the demand for fire service in Riverside County because it will not
substantially induce population growth in the region. Rather, the Project will provide new domestic water
and sanitary sewer infrastructure, including a water distribution system adequate to meet Riverside
County’s required fire flows, thereby significantly improving fire protection in the Project area. No
adverse impacts are anticipated.

a.ii) No Impact

The proposed Project has a limited potential to attract theft of construction materials. However, standard
site security and the fact that residents will remain in the Project area during the construction period will
ensure that any additional calls for police protection services will be minimal. No impact is anticipated.

a.iii) No Impact

The Project does not involve the construction of any residential or habitable structures that would generate
new student population, increase the demand for school services or require the construction of a new
school. No impact is anticipated.

a.iv) No Impact

The Project involves the installation of domestic water and sanitary sewer infrastructure. The Project does
not include any residential or habitable structures and will not induce population growth or affect demand
for parks and recreational facilities. The Project will provide necessary utility improvements to support
the existing residences and other land uses. The Project does not propose new development or land
division and is not subject to Quimby fees or development impact fees. Therefore, no adverse impact is
anticipated on parks and related facilities.

a.v) No Impact

The nearest provider is Mecca Health Clinic located at 91275 Ave 66, Mecca, approximately one to 2.5
miles east of the Project area. Mecca Health Clinic is operated by Innercare, a private, non-profit
organization providing an array of comprehensive primary care services to residents throughout Imperial
and Riverside Counties. The Project does not involve the construction of any residential or habitable
structures that would generate new population or induce population growth. The Mecca clinic can provide
medical services for any work-related injuries.

68



DRAFT Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Pierce Street Consolidated Water and Sewer Project

3.15.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.16 RECREATION

Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant e
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial [] [] [] X
physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated?
b) Does the project include recreational facilities
or require the construction or expansion of u ] ] =

recreational facilities which might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); Pierce Street Sewer Extension
Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project
prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.16.1 Setting

Approximately 455 acres of land are dedicated to “Open Space - Recreation” in the Eastern Coachella
Valley Area Plan. The Eastern Coachella Valley incorporates parks, school parks, recreational facilities,
and trails. Riverside County also offers a wide range of parks and recreation areas. The nearest parks to
the Project site are Mecca Sports Complex, located approximately one to 2.5 miles northeast of the Project
area, and the Oasis Public Park, located approximately 3 miles south of the Project site.

3.16.2 Discussion of Impacts
a,b) No Impact

The Project involves the installation of a sewer lift station, and sewer and water lines. The Project does
not include any residential development or other habitable structures and will not induce population
growth or affect demand for parks and recreational facilities. The Project will provide necessary utility
improvements to support existing homes and other land uses and provide hydrants and fire flows. The
Project does not propose new development or land division and is not subject to Quimby fees or
development impact fees. Therefore, no adverse impact is anticipated on the Riverside County’s parks
and related facilities.

3.16.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.17 TRANSPORTATION

Would the project: ' Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or
policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit, roadway, bicycle and L] L] > L]
pedestrian facilities?
b) Conlflict or be inconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? u u u =
c) Substantially increase hazards due to a
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses L] L] L] >
(e.g., farm equipment)?
d) Result in inadequate emergency access? ] ] X ]

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); Riverside County General Plan Update
Project Environmental Impact Report No. 521, February 2015; SunLine Transit Agency web site
(https://www.sunline.org) accessed 8.19.22; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans prepared
by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic
Engineers. July 2023.

3.17.1 Setting

The Project is located in the eastern Coachella Valley, just west of the unincorporated community of
Mecca. The Project area is generally located west of Pierce Street between Avenue 70 and Avenue 66,
along Fillmore Street between Avenue 69 and Avenue 70, as well as north and south of Avenue 69.
Adjoining driveways provide access to mobile home parks, single-family residences, a community
learning center, a convenience store/service station and agricultural uses. Subject roadways are in various
states of improvement, ranging from paved to sections of dirt roads.

The Project involves the consolidation of several private water systems that rely on numerous private
wells. Development in the Project area also relies exclusively on on-lot septic tanks. The Project will
connect area residences and other uses to CVWD’s domestic water system and its sewage collection and
treatment system, including a lift station planned adjacent to Pierce Street approximately 1,100 feet south
of Ave 70.

The Project will be required to obtain an Encroachment Permit (or equivalent) through the County
Transportation Department, and a traffic control plan will be required before construction can commence.
Roadways of particular relevance include those where water and sewer lines will be installed and that
would be used during construction for site access, staging, materials transport/short-term storage, and
other activities that could directly slow or delay local traffic during construction. However, none of the
planned construction activities is expected to have a significant effect on access to or use of surrounding
public roads by emergency management agencies (fire, police, medical). The encroachment permit
process will enable the County to evaluate traffic control plans and coordinate with emergency response
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personnel so that responders are aware of any change to traffic patterns due to Project construction. Upon
completion of construction, the Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions, and the Project will
not interfere with the existing circulation pattern or emergency access routes. Compliance with standard
requirements will ensure that the Project will have less than significant impacts on emergency access.

Once constructed, the Project will not generate any new traffic. Project construction traffic will be limited
to construction crew, trucks and construction equipment, and material hauling. These activities will be
most intensive during initial staging and site decommissioning following completion of construction. The
Project contractor will be required to provide and implement a traffic control plan, which will direct traffic
in construction zones, minimize access issues and ensure emergency access.

The Riverside County General Plan and ECVAP designate Pierce Street as an arterial (128 Right-of-Way
[ROW]), and Fillmore Street as a major street (118 ROW).* Avenue 69 is an undesignated road, and
currently does not have a right-of-way. There is a planned Class I Bike Path along Pierce Street in the
Project area.'* SunLine Transit Agency provides bus transit services to the Coachella Valley. SunLine
Route 9 (formerly routes 90 and 95) serves the Project vicinity, with the route running on Pierce Street
and Avenue 70.

3.17.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) Less Than Significant Impact

According to the County’s General Plan EIR (2015), none of the Project area roadways were operating or
are projected to operate at unacceptable levels of service. The Project involves the installation of a lift
station and sewer and domestic water lines. within the existing and future public rights-of-way of Avenue
70, Pierce Street, Filmore Street, Avenue 69 and Avenue 66. It also includes the extension of water and
sewer laterals on individual properties along the water and sewer line alignments.

Project construction may cause temporary impacts to local traffic flow. However, Project construction
will not require blocking off entire streets given the size of proposed lines and the required trench
dimensions (maximum trench width is 56”). The Project will be constructed in discrete segments limiting
the length of roadway affected at any given time; at least one lane (with flagger if needed) will be
maintained during construction of each pipeline segment. There are currently no pedestrian or bicycle
facilities within the Project roadway segments. Therefore, it is not anticipated that construction of the
proposed Project would substantially interfere with traffic circulation. Impacts will be less than significant.

Project operation may include periodic, scheduled inspections and maintenance of the Project lift station,
as needed by the CVWD. These activities would not require routine staffing and thus are expected to
generate minimal new traffic in the Project area. Overall, due to the nature of the Project and required
standard traffic control plan, potential impacts will be temporary and less than significant regarding
conflict with an applicable transportation plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the Project area.

13 Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan, Figure 8.

14 Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan, Figure 9.
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b) No Impact

SB 743 requires amendments to the CEQA Guidelines to provide an alternative to Level of Service (LOS)
for evaluating transportation impacts.!® Particularly within areas served by transit, those alternative
criteria must “promote the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the development of multimodal
transportation networks, and a diversity of land uses.” (Public Resources Code Section 21099(b)(1))
Measurements of transportation impacts may include “vehicle miles traveled, vehicle miles traveled per
capita, automobile trip generation rates, or automobile trips generated.”

The Project will not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)
because the Project is neither a land development project nor a transportation project. The Project is
considered an infrastructure improvement project that will not directly increase vehicle miles traveled in

the area. Therefore, the Project is consistent and will not conflict with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3,
subdivision (b).

c) No Impact

The proposed sewer and water lines are designed based on local topography and other existing conditions
to ensure minimal environmental impacts. Construction and operation of the proposed facilities would not
introduce any permanent roadway design features or incompatible uses that would increase or create traffic
hazards. The proposed Project is being designed and will be installed in accordance with CVWD and
County design standards and guidelines, and the Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions
upon completion of construction. Therefore, the Project will not create a substantial increase in hazards
due to a design feature, nor cause an effect upon, or a need for new or altered maintenance of roads. No
impact is anticipated.

d) Less Than Significant Impact

As noted, Project construction is not expected to block off any Project area roadway such that emergency
access becomes inadequate in the area and to nearby uses. The roadways in the Project area would continue
to function as emergency access routes as necessary. The Project will be required to obtain an
Encroachment Permit (or equivalent) through the County Transportation Department, and a traffic control
plan will be required before construction can commence. This permit process will enable the County to
evaluate traffic control plans and coordinate with emergency response personnel so that responders are
aware of any change to traffic patterns due to Project construction. Upon completion of construction, the
Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions, and the Project will not interfere with the existing
circulation pattern or emergency access routes. Compliance with standard requirements will ensure that
the Project will have less than significant impacts on emergency access.

3.17.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.

15 Transportation Impacts (SB 743) by Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR), http://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/sb-743/,
accessed May 2022.
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3.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource, defined in Public Resources Code Less Than
section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, Potentially ~ Significant Less Than
cultural landscape that is geographically Significant with Significant Impact
defined in terms of the size and scope of the Impact Mitigation Impact p
landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural Incorporated
value to a California Native American tribe,
and that is:

1) Listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local ] = u u

register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

i) A resource determined by the lead agency, in
its discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria ] = ] L]
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the resource to a
California Native American tribe.

Sources: Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indian Land Status Map, 2002; Native American Heritage
Commission Guidelines for Native American Monitors/Consultants, 2005; Office of Planning and
Research (OPR) Tribal Consultation Guidelines, 2005; Cultural and Historic Properties Survey and Report
for the Avenue 70 Water Line Project, CRM TECH, September 2022; Pierce Street Sewer and Water
Improvement Project, Oasis Area prepared by CRM TECH. March 2024; Pierce Street Sewer Extension
Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project
prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.18.1 Setting

As discussed in Section V, Cultural Resources, the Coachella Valley is the traditional home of the Cahuilla
Indians. The Cahuilla were Takic-speaking peoples and are generally divided by anthropologists into three
groups: the Pass Cahuilla of the San Gorgonio Pass-Palm Springs area, the Mountain Cahuilla of the San
Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountains and the Coachella Valley, and the Desert Cahuilla of the eastern
Coachella Valley (CRM TECH 2024). Archaeological resources from these inhabitants are distributed
within the Coachella Valley. Today, Native Americans of Pass or Desert Cahuilla heritage are mostly
affiliated with one or more of the Indian reservations in and near the Coachella Valley, including Cabazon,
Augustine, Torres Martinez, Agua Caliente, and Morongo. The Coachella Valley has long been occupied
by the Cahuilla people. There is little population data for the Cahuilla prior to European contact is available
but estimates range from 3,600 to 10,00 persons. The Cahuilla population was decimated as a result of the
introduction of European diseases in the 19" century.

A portion of the Project APE lies within the Torres Martinez Indian Reservation (see Exhibit 4). The
cultural resources assessments prepared for the Project comply with Section 106 of the NHPA, with the
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BIA serving as the federal Lead Agency. The purpose of these studies was to provide CVWD, the BIA,
the Tribes and other responsible and cooperating agencies with the necessary information and analysis to
determine whether the undertaking would have an adverse effect on any “historic properties,” as defined
by 36 CFR 800.16(1), or “historical resources,” as defined by California PRC §5020.1(j) and Public
Resources Code Section 5024.1, that may exist in the APE.

The Project APE is linear in nature and is situated in a rural, agricultural setting. It traverses primarily
along and west of Pierce Street, including existing and future rights of way of Pierce Street, Avenue 66,
Avenue 69, Avenue 70 and Fillmore Street. It also includes a 150°x150° lift station site located
immediately west of Pierce Street and south of Ave 70 on a site that has recently been graded. The pipeline
alignments are confined primarily within the existing rights-of-way of public roadways, and within private
drives into which laterals are to be extended (see Exhibit 3).

As a consequence, most of the APE has been disturbed by past agricultural activity, residential and other
development, road construction and underground utility work. The surrounding area includes active
agricultural fields and residential neighborhoods consisting mostly of mobile home parks. A few parcels
of undeveloped and unused desert land are also present along the Project alignment. The literature search
and field surveys identified three previously recorded prehistoric resources that were identified as lying
partially within or adjacent to the APE, as listed below:

e Site 33-005142 (CA-RIV-5142): prehistoric ceramic scatter
e Site 33-005151 (CA-RIV-5151): prehistoric ceramic scatter with two flakes
e Isolate 33-017154: prehistoric lithic core

The three prehistoric cultural resources listed above were all recorded outside but adjacent to the APE,
and no archaeological remains were observed in the vicinity during this study. The ground surface within
the APE near these three locations has been extensively disturbed by road construction and underground
utility installation in the past, and Project archaeologists have concluded that it is highly unlikely for any
intact archaeological deposits to be encountered during the proposed undertaking. Therefore, this study
concludes that none of the three subject prehistoric cultural resources recorded nearby is likely to extend
into the APE boundaries. Because of these past disturbances, the subsurface sediments within the vertical
extent of the entire APE appear to be relatively low in sensitivity for potentially significant cultural
remains.

Along Avenue70, the cultural resources surveys identified three previously recorded cultural resources,
including one prehistoric—i.e., Native American—archaeological site and two built-environment features
from the historic period, as lying partially in the APE. The two public roadways of early to mid-20th
century origin, Polk Street and Avenue 70, do not appear eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, especially in their current condition
after much upgrading and maintenance in the modern era. At one site within the Ave 70 APE, a prehistoric
ceramic scatter was previously identified (Site 33-005142 (CA-RIV-5142)): prehistoric ceramic scatter)
but no archaeological remains were observed on the ground surface within the APE boundaries, which
has been extensively disturbed by past road construction and underground utility work. No evidence of
human remains were encountered during the site surveys along any portion of the APE. No additional
cultural resources were encountered throughout the course of the study.
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Among the cultural resources identified within or adjacent to the APE, the stormwater control features
and public roadways of early to mid-20th century origin do not appear eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, especially in their current
condition after much upgrading and maintenance in the modern era. It was determined that they do not
meet the definition of ‘“historic properties” or “historical resources” under Section 106 and CEQA
provisions.

3.18.1.1 Tribal Consultations

On April 7, 2022 and June 1, 2023, CRM TECH submitted written requests to the State NAHC for a
record search in the commission’s Sacred Lands File in the vicinity of Ave 70 and Pierce Street. CRM
TECH also contacted the nearby Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians to arrange for tribal participation
in the archaeological fieldwork and for additional information on potential Native American cultural
resources in the project vicinity. Following the NAHC’s recommendations and previously established
consultation protocol, on July 11, 2023, CRM TECH further contacted 12 Native American groups in the
region in writing, with follow-up telephone solicitations carried out on June 29, 2022 and August 4 and
21, 2023. The NAHC responded to CRM TECH’s inquiry, stating that the results of the Sacred Lands File
record search were negative.

Of the 12 Tribes contacted by CRM TECH (Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Augustine Band of
Cahuilla Indians, Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, Cahuilla Band of Indians, Los Coyotes Band of
Mission Indians, Morongo Band of Mission Indians, Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation,
Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians, Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians, Soboba Band of Cahuilla Indians,
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians, Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians), as of this writing
seven of the tribes have responded to the inquiry. Among them, the Quechan Band and the Santa Rosa
Band offered no comment. The Quechan Band deferred to tribes in closer proximity to the APE, as did
the Los Coyotes Band. The Augustine Band stated that they were unaware of cultural resources in the
vicinity but requested contact if inadvertent discoveries were made. The Agua Caliente, Soboba, and
Cahuilla Bands each stated that they would defer to the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians for this
undertaking, although the Cahuilla Band further noted that they would request notification if the Torres
Martinez Band was unresponsive.

3.18.1.2 Assembly Bill 52

Consultations CVWD provided “Notification of Tribal Consultation Opportunity” on January 14, 2025
pursuant to Assembly Bill (AB) 52 to Tribes that have previously requested such a notice from CVWD.
Notification was sent to twelve (12) Tribes: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI), Augustine
Band of Cahuilla Indians (ABCI), Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, Morongo Band of Mission Indians,
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians, Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians (TMDCI), Twenty-Nine Palms
Band of Mission Indians, Romona Band of Cahuilla Indians, Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians, Los
Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno Indians, and the Quechen Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation.

In a letter dated January 21, 2025 in response to CVWDs AB 52 Letter, the ACBCI stated that the Project
area was located within the ACBCI Traditional Use Area. Even though the Project Area was in ACBCI’s
Traditional Use Area, ACBCI deferred to the TMDCI and stated the January 21, 2025 letter concluded
their consultation efforts. On January 16, 2025, CVWD received a letter from ABCI. The Tribe was
unaware of any specific cultural resources within the Project area; the January 16, 2025 letter concluded
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ABCI consolation efforts. On January 20, 2025, the Quechen Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation sent a
letter stating the Tribe would not be consulting on the Project.

On January 17, 2025, TMDCI sent an email to CVWD stating the TMDCI would respond on January 20,
2025 to the “Notification of Tribal Consultation Opportunity” letter. As of March 20, 2025, TMDCI have
not requested formal consultation and CVWD has concluded the consultation process (CVWD 2025).

3.18.2 Discussion of Impacts
a.i, ii) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated

As noted above, the Project APE encompasses lands that are within the existing or planned road rights-
of-way and within areas that are already disturbed and in some areas are paved. No resources were
identified on the Project lift station site, which is located on lands adjacent to and west of Pierce Street
and south of Ave 70, and which has been in a disturbed state since at least 1996. Previously identified and
recorded resources discussed above are limited to previously identified prehistoric ceramic pottery scatters
and a lithic core that could not be located during field surveys.

With the exception of the potential to encounter resources along the Ave 70 alignment, it was concluded
that no “historic properties” or “historical resources” were identified within or adjacent to the APE, and
the subsurface sediments within the vertical extent of the APE appear to be relatively low in archaeological
sensitivity. In light of these findings, CRM TECH recommends that:

e No “historic properties” or “historical resources” will be affected by the proposed undertaking.

e No further cultural resources investigation will be necessary for the undertaking unless project
plans undergo such changes as to include areas not covered by this study.

e If buried cultural materials are discovered during earth-moving operations associated with the
undertaking, all work in the immediate area should be halted or diverted until a qualified
archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the find.

Nonetheless, the potential still exists that these and other sensitive resources could be encountered during
Project construction. Therefore, the potential remains for such resources to be adversely impacted without
proper mitigation.

3.18.3 Mitigation Measures

CUL-1 Trenching operations within the existing roadbed at and near (Site 33-005142) that reach
beyond the disturbed fill soil, typically five to six feet in depth, should be monitored by a
local tribal monitor and/or qualified archaeologist.

CUL-2 Pursuant to State of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, if human remains
are encountered during the undertaking, no further disturbance should occur in the area
until the Riverside County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin. If the
Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, further consultation should be
undertaken with the “Most Likely Descendant” identified by the NAHC to formulate the
proper treatment of the remains under the provisions of PRC §5097.98.
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3.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Would the project: Less Than
Potentially  Significant = Less Than
Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact p
Incorporated
a) Require or result in the relocation or

construction of new or expanded water,

wastewater treatment or storm water

drainage, electric power, natural gas, or ] ] ] <
telecommunications facilities, the

construction or relocation of which

could cause significant environmental

effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available
to serve the project and reasonably
foreseeable future development during L] u = L
normal, dry and multiple dry years?

c) Result in a determination by the
wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the ] L] =4 []
project’s projected demand in addition
to the provider’s existing
commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State
or local standards, or in excess of the
capacity of local infrastructure, or ] L] X []
otherwise impair the attainment of solid
waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local
management and reduction statutes and |:| |:| |:| |X|
regulations related to solid waste?

Sources: Riverside County General Plan (last amended in 2021); 2020 Coachella Valley Regional Urban
Water Management Plan, June 2021; Coachella Valley Water District Sanitation Master Plan Update,
2020; Program Environmental Impact Report; Department of Environmental Health Review; 2020
Coachella Valley Regional Urban Water Management Plan, June 2021; CalRecycle Solid Waste
Information System Facility/Site Activity Details,
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/Site/Search, accessed May 2023; Pierce Street Sewer
Extension Improvement Plans prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water
Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic Engineers. July 2023.

3.19.1 Setting
3.19.1.1 Domestic Water

The Project site is located in the CVWD service area for domestic water. CVWD’s domestic water supply
comes from the Coachella Valley aquifer. It is pumped from deep wells and stored in over 63 distribution
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reservoirs with a total storage capacity of 143.2 million gallons. Currently, CVWD has a 30” water main
within Harrison Street in the Project area to which the Project would connect (Dynamic Engineers 2023).

The Project service area and land uses currently rely on numerous private wells, many of which are
pumping groundwater that is tainted with unsafe levels of arsenic. The size of these individual wells and
the lack of storage means that development in the area lacks meaningful capabilities to fight fires. The
proposed systems will serve lands and land uses along Ave 70, Ave 69, Ave 68 and Ave 66, including
existing numerous mobile home parks, single-family homes, commercial services and a community
learning center.

3.19.1.2 Wastewater Treatment

The Project site is located in the service area for CVWD’s wastewater treatment services. The nearest
wastewater treatment plant to the Project site is Wastewater Reclamation Plant No. 4 (WRP-4), located at
62510 Fillmore Street in Thermal. CVWD continually increases the capacity of its wastewater reclamation
facilities by constructing new treatment ponds, aeration, and other structures throughout the Coachella
Valley. CVWD implements all requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board pertaining to
water quality and wastewater discharge. CVWD and developments that connect to the CVWD domestic
water system must comply with the requirements of the Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality
Control Board.

There is currently no sanitary sewer infrastructure in the Project area. Existing development, including
numerous mobile home parks, operates on septic tanks in an area of high groundwater, with many systems
not being properly maintained and have or are failing. The Project would connect these developments to
the CVWD sanitary sewer system and abandon septic tanks in an approved manner.

3.19.1.3 Storm Water Management

Stormwater drainage infrastructure in the eastern Coachella Valley consists of a network of regional and
local drainage systems. Surface and agricultural runoff in the Project area is conveyed to the CVSC, which
discharges into the Salton Sea. The Project includes pipeline horizontal directional drilling and installation
crossing beneath and outside of the CVSC with a 6-inch sewer force main in proximity to an existing force
main. The Project water and sewer lines also cross under two agricultural drains that cross Pierce Street
in the northern portion of the Project. These drains and the CVSC are maintained by CVWD.

3.19.1.4 Solid Waste

The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, Chapter 1095 (Assembly Bill 939) requires
jurisdictions throughout the state to divert a minimum of 25% by 1995 and 50% of the solid waste
landfilled by the year 2000. To attain these reduction goals, AB 939 established a planning hierarchy
utilizing new integrated solid waste management practices. The Countywide Integrated Waste
Management Plan (CIWMP) was prepared in accordance with AB 939. Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc.
provides solid waste disposal, through a franchise agreement with the Riverside County and will be
responsible for collection and disposal of solid waste from the Project site.

3.19.2 Discussion of Impacts
a) No Impact

The Project will result in the construction of new domestic water (and sanitary sewer) infrastructure to
serve the existing and future development in the area. The proposed water lines will be connected to an
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existing 30-inch CVWD water main beneath Harrison Street at Avenue 70. The Project also includes
limited water laterals along Ave 70, Ave 69 and Pierce Street. The Project will extend water lines beneath
existing ag-drains without affecting these improvements. The Project will not require additional electric
power, natural gas, or telecommunication facilities. No other potential conflicts have been identified.
There will be no adverse impacts to the local water system or other local infrastructure.

b) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project will not in and of itself adversely impact existing or long-term water supplies and will not
directly generate new water demand or require additional water supplies. During construction, the Project
will require the application of water for soil compaction and fugitive dust control. Project water demand
will be limited and temporary, and will end once construction is complete. The Project will serve as a
water distribution system but will not generate additional water demand itself.

Groundwater is the principal source of domestic water supply in the Coachella Valley. It is currently
replenished via natural recharge and with Colorado River water conveyed to the valley via the Coachella
Branch of the All-American Canal and the Colorado River Aqueduct. Local water resources are further
supplemented with recycled/reclaimed water. The Project area is located within the East Whitewater River
Subbasin AOB of the Whitewater River (Indio) Subbasin. The East Whitewater River Subbasin AOB had
an annual production of approximately 117,925 acre-feet in 20206

The 2020 Coachella Valley Regional Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) indicates that CVWD will
have sufficient water supplies to serve users within its service area through year 2045 including during
normal years, single dry years, and multiple dry years. The region’s water supplies are protected by a
variety of water delivery entitlements and contracts. CVWD has committed sufficient capital resources
and planned investments in various water programs and facilities to serve existing and future customers.

CVWD’s UWMP and annual Engineer’s Reports detail water supply and demand, and provide
information on groundwater recharge and replenishment activities, conservation, and water quality.
Existing and future development in the Project area is under the County’s jurisdiction, and water demand
is accounted for in the long-range water planning efforts of the County and CVWD. The basin is capable
of meeting the water demands of the Coachella Valley, including the Thermal/Mecca community area, for
the long term and during periods of extended drought, including during normal years, single dry years,
and multiple dry years. Therefore, the Project will have a less than significant impact on groundwater
supplies.

c) Less Tan Significant Impact

CVWD is serving as the CEQA Lead Agency for this Project and will become the owner of the subject
wastewater collection facilities, including the Project lift station and lines. The Project area and
surrounding lands are served by CVWD Wastewater Reclamation Plant No. 4 (WRP-4) located two miles
north of the Project area. WRP-4 is the District’s second largest wastewater reclamation plant in terms of
treatment capacity, providing water reclamation service to approximately 63,000 people in the cities of
La Quinta, Mecca, Palm Desert, and Thousand Palms. WRP-4 is permitted under an NPDES permit to
discharge a maximum monthly average daily effluent flow of 9.9 mgd to the CVSC. WRP 4’s annual
average influent flows have remained relatively constant over the past few years (2015-2019), averaging

16 2021-2022 Engineer’s Report on Water Supply and Replenishment Assessment, prepared for Coachella Valley Water

District, April 2021.
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5.0 mgd. Therefore, the Project will have a less than significant impact on existing CVWD treatment
facilities and that WRP-4 has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s projected demand in addition to
existing commitments.

d) Less Than Significant Impact

The proposed infrastructure Project is expected to generate a very limited amount of solid waste that will
mainly consist of asphalt, pipe and equipment packaging and associated materials during construction
only. Much of this material will be recyclable and will be captured in the waste hauler’s waste stream
diversion program. Burrtec provides solid waste services to the Thermal community. The Coachella
Valley Transfer Station has a permitted throughput of 1,100 tons of waste per day and is inspected
monthly. Impacts to landfills will be limited as a one-time occurrence and thus will result in de minimis
impacts to local landfill capacity. (CalRecycle 2023)

e) No Impact

Burrtec is responsible for maintaining standards that assure that all waste is handled in a manner that
complies with local, state and federal reduction statutes and regulations including the CIWMP. Project
construction will not conflict with the applicable standards and regulations. No impact is anticipated.
3.19.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.20 WILDFIRE

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands Less Than

classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, P9te¥1tially Signiﬁcant Less Than
would the project: Significant with Significant

Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

No
Impact

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? L] L] L] >

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant L] L] L] =
concentrations from a wildfire or the
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines ] ] (] X
or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk
or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant
risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, [] [] [] X
post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

Source: Riverside County General Plan Chapter 6 Figure 6 “Fire Hazard Severity Zones”; FRAP maps,
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; Pierce Street Sewer Extension Improvement Plans
prepared by The Altum Group. July 2023; Pierce Street Water Consolidation Project prepared by Dynamic
Engineers. July 2023.

3.20.1 Setting

Wildfires occur in undeveloped areas and can spread to urban areas where the landscape and structures
are not designed and maintained to be ignition resistant. A wildland-urban interface is an area where urban
development is located in proximity to open space or “wildland” areas. Large areas of California are
susceptible to wildfire due to weather, topography, and vegetation. Wildfire is a natural process and
necessary part of the natural ecosystem; however, California continues to experience longer wildfire
seasons as a result of climate change.

CAL FIRE has mapped areas of significant fire hazards through its FRAP. According to FRAP maps of
FHSZ, the Project is not located in a moderate, high, or very high fire hazard area. The nearest area of
significant hazard, designated a moderate hazard area according to CAL FIRE, is associated with the
foothills of the Santa Rosa Mountains, approximately 3.25 to 6 miles west of the Project area.

The Project vicinity is designated as being a mix of LRA and FRAs.
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3.20.2 Discussion of Impacts
a—d) No Impact

According to the FRAP maps by the CAL FIRE, the Project area is not located within or near any fire
hazard zone including Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZs) or SRAs. The Project is located
approximately 3.25 miles east of the nearest fire hazard zone near the Santa Rosa Mountains foothills,
which are classified as Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone in SRA. Given the distance from the nearest
fire hazard zones and the Project essential nature of underground water and sewer infrastructure, the
Project will have no impact associated with wildfires.

3.20.3 Mitigation Measures

None required.
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3.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

NOTE: If there are significant environmental impacts which cannot be mitigated and no feasible project
alternatives are available, then complete the mandatory findings of significance and attach to this initial
study as an appendix. This is the first step for starting the EIR process.

Does the project: Less Than
Potentially  Significant = Less Than No
Significant With Significant Tt
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Does the project have the potential to

degrade the quality of the environment,

substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or

wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife

population to drop below self-sustaining

levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or [] = [] []
animal community, reduce the number or

restrict the range of a rare or endangered

plant or animal or eliminate important

examples of the major periods of California

history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental
effects of a project are considerable when ] L] =4 L]
viewed in connection with the effects of
past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future
projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental
effects which will cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly or L] u = u
indirectly?

a) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated

Implementation of the proposed Project would not substantially degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, or reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods
of California history or prehistory. See mitigation set forth in Section 3.4: Biological Resources, Section
3.5: Cultural Resources and Section 3.18: Tribal Cultural Resources.

b) Less Than Significant Impact

The Project is an infrastructure project to support existing development consistent with the County
General Plan, and its impacts are individually limited and not cumulatively considerable. The Project
involves installation of a sewer lift station and sewage collection lines, and water transmission and
distribution lines within existing roadways. The Project will not intensify land use in the area beyond what
would be expected to be served by the subject utility installations. The Project would not result in any
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significant unmitigated environmental impacts, and when viewed in conjunction with other closely related
past, present or reasonably foreseeable future projects, would not result in cumulatively significant or
considerable impacts.

c) Less Than Significant Impact

As discussed throughout this Initial Study, the Project will not have unmitigated environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly, with the
implementation of the County’s Municipal Code, construction BMPs and other standard requirements.
All potential impacts are expected to remain less than significant.
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CHAPTER 4. CEQA-PLUS FEDERAL CROSS-CUTTING ENVIRONMENTAL
REGULATIONS EVALUATION

The proposed project may receive funding under a State Water Resources Control Board program that
also has a federal funding component and/or from a federal program. Therefore, to assist in compliance
with the federal environmental requirements, for the funding programs, this document includes analysis
pertinent to several federal cross-cutting regulations (also referred to as federal cross-cutters or CEQA-
Plus). The basic rules for complying with cross-cutting federal authorities are set-out in the DWSRF
regulations at 40 CFR §35.3575 and the USDA Environmental Policies and Procedures at 7 CFR §1970.

This section describes the status of compliance with relevant federal laws, executive orders, and policies,
and the consultation that has occurred or will occur in the near future. The topics are based on the USDA
environmental policies and procedures and the SWRCB’s DWSRF Program Federal Cross-cutting
Environmental Regulations Evaluation Form for Environmental Review and Federal Coordination. The
DWSREF Program is partially funded by the USEPA. Therefore, the State Water Resources Control Board
must document that projects meet the federal cross-cutters requirements.

4.1 FARMLAND PROTECTION POLICY ACT (FPPA)

The FPPA requires a federal agency to consider the effects of its actions and programs on the nation’s
farmlands. The FPPA is intended to minimize the impact of federal programs with respect to the
conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. It assures that, to the extent possible, federal programs are
administered to be compatible with State, local, and private programs and policies to protect farmland.
(See FPPA Section 1540(b) of the Act, 7 U.S.C. 4201(b))

Is any portion of the project located on prime, unique, or important farmland?

No. See response 3.2.a-e, above.

4.2 CLEAN AIR ACT

General conformity requirements are part of the CAA Amendments in 1990 and the USEPA implemented
those requirements in 1993 (Sec. 176 of the Federal Clean Air Act (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] §
7506) and 40 CFR Part 93, Subpart B). General conformity requires that all federal actions “conform”
with the State Implementation Plan as approved or promulgated by USEPA. The purpose of the general
conformity program is to ensure that actions taken by the federal government do not undermine State or
local efforts to achieve and maintain the national ambient air quality standards. Before a federal action is
taken, it must be evaluated for conformity with the State Implementation Plan. All “reasonably
foreseeable” emissions predicted to result from the action are taken into consideration. These include
direct and indirect emissions and must be identified as to location and quantity. If it is found that the action
would create emissions above de minimis threshold levels specified in USEPA regulations (40 CFR §
93.153(b)), or if the activity is considered “regionally significant” because its emissions exceed 10% of
an area’s total emissions, the action cannot proceed unless mitigation measures are specified that would
bring the proposed project into conformance (See USEPA’s regulations at 40 C.F.R. section 93.158 et
seq. Determining Conformity of General Federal Actions to State or Federal Implementation Plans govern
its implementation of Section 176(c) of the CAA.).
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Identify the air basin and local air district for the project area. Provide the estimated project construction
and operational air emissions (in tons per year) in the table, and attach supporting calculations,
regardless of attainment status [emissions can be estimated by using the California Emissions Estimator
Model (CalEEMod)

As noted in chapter 3.3 of this Initial Study, State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards are shown
on Table 2. As previously discussed, the two primary pollutants of concern in the Coachella Valley are
O3 and particulate matter (PMio). The Coachella Valley is considered “extreme nonattainment” for 8-Hour
Ozone, and “‘serious-nonattainment” for the PM1o National Ambient Air Quality Standard under CAA
Section 107.

The Federal Air Conformity Rule de minimis thresholds limit construction and operational emissions of
criteria pollutants identified in the Federal CAA to 70 tons per year for PMio and 25 tons per year for
ozone. If the per year threshold were exceeded, the project proponent would be required to identify
mitigation measures to reduce impacts to air quality. The above assessment, located in Chapter 3.3,
including CalEEMod estimates (Appendix A), demonstrates that construction-related and operational
criteria pollutant emissions will be well below SCAQMD and federal thresholds, as shown in table 5. In
addition, minimization measures are set forth above to further reduce potential impacts to air quality.
Therefore, the Project will not exceed applicable annual Federal Air Conformity Rule de minimis
thresholds, and project is compliance with the CAA.

4.3 FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

Section 7 of the federal ESA requires federal agencies, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior,
to ensure that their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of endangered or threatened species
or result in the destruction or adverse modification of the critical habitat of these species. Under Section
7, a project that could result in incidental take of a listed threatened or endangered species must consult
with the USFWS to obtain a Biological Opinion (BO). If the BO finds that the project could jeopardize
the existence of a listed species (“jeopardy opinion”), the agency cannot authorize the project until it is
modified to obtain a “nonjeopardy” opinion. For the purpose of the proposed project, the SWRCB and/or
USDA would act as the federal lead or responsible agency. The information contained within the IS/MND
and the Biological Resources Technical Study (WSP 2024, Appendix B) may be used to support project
compliance with ESA and MBTA.

Does the project involve any direct or indirect impacts from construction or operation activities that may
affect federally listed threatened or endangered species, or their critical habitat, that are known or have
a potential to occur on the project site, in the surrounding area, or in the service area?

(Also see: 16 U.S.C. Section 1532(19); 50 C.F.R. section 17.3; 50 C.F.R. Section 402.02; 16 U.S.C.
Section 1532(19); 50 C.F.R. Section 402.12(f))

4.3.1 Federally Listed, Endangered, or Threatened Species

As described in a chapter 3.4 above, biological resources surveys were conducted on the Project site on
November 5, 2021, and April 25 and September 16, 2022. The biological resource assessment conducted
for this Project has determined that, with mitigation included in this CEQA-Plus document, no adverse
effects will occur to federally listed Endangered or Threatened species, proposed Endangered or
Threatened species, or to state-designated listed or sensitive species.
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4.3.2 Federally Designated Critical Habitat

The Project site does not contain any federally designated critical habitat and, therefore, the subject project
will not result in impacts to critical habitat. The Project will not affect waters of the United States (i.e.,
Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel) and will not need to secure permits or clearances in conformance
with the federal Clean Water Act.

4.4 PROTECTION OF WETLANDS

Explain if there is any area within the project boundaries that should be evaluated for wetland delineation
and/or that requires a permit certification from the USACE, RWQCB(s), and/or CDFW.

(Also see: Protection of Wetlands — Executive Order No. 11990, as amended by Executive Order No.
12608; Federal CWA Sections 401 and 404.)

As described in Sections 3.4 and 3.10 above, the Project will avoid and will not impact wetlands or riparian
habitat, and the Project will not affect Waters of the United States or Waters of the State (i.e., CVSC).
While Project plans show an aerial crossing of the CVSC, instead horizontal directional drilling under the
channel and beginning and ending outside the CVSC will be used, as set forth in the IS/MND project
description, thereby avoiding impacts to waters of the State or U.S. Therefore, no permit or certification
is required of the USACE, RWQCB or CDFW to implement the Project.

4.5 MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) of 1976 as
amended (16 U.S.C. § 1801 et seq.), is the primary act governing federal management of fisheries in
federal waters, from the 3- nautical-mile state territorial sea limit to the outer limit of the U.S. Exclusive
Economic Zone. It establishes exclusive U.S. management authority over all fishing within the Exclusive
Economic Zone, all anadromous fish throughout their migratory range except when in a foreign nation’s
waters, and all fish on the continental shelf. The Act also requires federal agencies to consult with National
Marine Fisheries Service on actions that could damage Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), as defined in the
1996 Sustainable Fisheries Act (Public Law 104-297). (Also see: 50 C.F.R. Section 600.920(c))

Does the project involve any direct or indirect impacts from construction or operational activities or
changes in water quality/quantity that may impact Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)?

The Project site does not contain, and is not located in proximity to, U.S. federal waters where marine
fishery management is occurring. No impacts will occur.

4.6  WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was passed in 1968 to preserve and protect designated rivers for their
natural, cultural, and recreational value.

Does the proposed project adverse effect designated rivers for their natural, cultural, and recreational
value?

The Project is not located near any designated wild and scenic rivers, the closes such water feature being
a segment of Palm Canyon Creek in south Palm Springs, approximately 27 miles to the northwest.
Therefore, the Project will not violate the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.
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4.7  WILDERNESS ACT

Except as specifically provided for in the Wilderness Act (Act), and subject to existing private rights, there
shall be no commercial enterprise and no permanent road within any wilderness area designated by this
Act and, except as necessary to meet minimum requirements for the administration of the area for the
purpose of this Act (including measures required in emergencies involving health and safety of persons
within the area), there shall be no temporary road, no use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment, or
motorboats, no landing of aircraft, no other form of mechanical transport, and no structure or installation
within any such areas.

Explain if a segment of the project is located within a designated Wilderness or indicate where this
information can be found (e.g., biological report/assessment, CEQA document, etc.).

The Project is not located within a designated Wilderness (see Appendix B, WSP 2024). There are two
federally designated wilderness areas in the Coachella Valley, the Mecca Hill Wilderness located 5+ miles
east of the Project site, and the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument located 3.25
miles to the west.

4.8 FEDERAL MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT, BALD AND GOLDEN EAGLE
PROTECTION ACT AND EXECUTIVE ORDER 13168

The MBTA and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act prohibit the take of migratory birds (or any
part, nest, or eggs of any such bird) and the take and commerce of eagles. Executive Order (EO) 13168
(Sep 22, 2000) requires that any project with federal involvement address impacts of federal actions on
migratory birds.

Explain if the project has the potential to violate the MBTA, adversely affect Bald or Golden Eagles or
not comply with EC 13168. Please indicate where the impact assessment specific to Bald or Golden Eagles
can be found [e.g., page number(s) of the biological report/assessment, CEQA document, etc.].

Habitat for the Bald or Golden Eagle species does not occur in the Project area (Appendix B). The nearest
Bald Eagle habitat is its winter range around and south of the Salton Sea and in the Santa Rosa Mountains
to the west and southwest. Wildlife surveys (WSP 2024) indicated that the site provided no nesting
opportunities and very low foraging habitat value. As described in Section 3.4 Biological Resources, the
proposed project would have less than significant impact on nesting birds with implementation of
Mitigation Measures BIO-1, 2 and 3 if construction cannot be avoided during nesting season. Thus, the
lead agency would be in compliance with this EO. There will be no impact.

4.9 NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT/HISTORIC SITES ACT

The purpose of the NHPA is to protect, preserve, rehabilitate, or restore significant historical,
archaeological, and cultural resources. Section 106 requires federal agencies to take into account effects
on historic properties. Section 106 review involves a step-by-step procedure described in detail in the
implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800). conducted, and is provided in Appendix C. The analysis
includes a Section 106 evaluation for the proposed project and can be submitted as part of the consultation
process with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). Concurrence by SHPO would ensure
compliance with the NHPA. As described in Section 3.5 Cultural Resources, a cultural resource
assessment for the proposed Project was conducted, and is provided in Appendix C. The analysis includes
a Section 106 evaluation for the proposed project and can be submitted as part of the consultation process
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with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). Concurrence by SHPO would ensure compliance
with the NHPA.

The Project Historic Properties Identification Reports (HPIR) have been prepared by a cultural resources
professional who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards in
Archaeology or Architectural History. The reports prepared for this Project provide a current records
search from the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) that extends to a half-mile
or more beyond the Project’s APE, maps showing all recorded resources and surveys in relation to the
APE, records of Native American outreach, and resource records from the CHRIS search and newly
identified resources.

Section 106 of the NHPA mandates that federal agencies take into account the effects of their undertakings
on historic properties and seek ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects on such properties
(36 CFR 800.1(a)). Similarly, CEQA establishes that a project that may cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a “historical resource” is a project that may have a significant effect on the
environment (PRC §21084.1-2). “Substantial adverse change,” according to PRC §5020.1(q), “means
demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration such that the significance of an historical resource would
be impaired.”

(Also see: National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, Public Law 89-665; 80 STAT.915; 16 U.S.C.
470)

In summary of the research results discussed above, no “historic properties” or “historical resources” were
identified within or adjacent to the APE, and the subsurface sediments within the vertical extent of the
APE appear to be relatively low in archaeological sensitivity.

4.10 FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT: EXECUTIVE ORDERS 11988, 12148 AND 13690

EO 11988 requires federal agencies to recognize the values of floodplains and to consider the public
benefits from restoring and preserving floodplains.

Is any portion of the project located within a 100-year floodplain as depicted on a floodplain map or
otherwise designated by the FEMA?

No. As described in Section 3.10 above, the majority of the Project area is located in the FEMA Zone X,
an area of 1% annual chance flood with average depth less than one foot (FIRM Map Nos. 06065C2925H
and 06065C2940H, Dated March 6, 2018). The remaining western portion of the Project site near Harrison
Street is located in Zone AO, a special flood hazard area with depth of one foot (FIRM Map No.
06065C2925H, Dated March 6, 2018). Also, per the Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan (Riverside
County General Plan), the Project site is not located within a 100-year flood zone. No adverse flooding
effects are expected to result from the installation of the subject water and sewer pipeline, and lift station.

4.11 SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT/SOLE SOURCE AQUIFER PROTECTION

Section 1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act established the USEPA’s Sole Source Aquifer Program.
This program protects communities from groundwater contamination from federally funded projects.

Explain if the project is located in an area designated by the USEPA, Region 9, as a sole source aquifer,
and identify the sole source aquifer.
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The Project is not located within the boundaries of a Sole Source Aquifer (SSA). The closest SSA is the
Campo/Cottonwood Creek Aquifer SSA, located approximately 46 miles to the southwest.

(Also see: Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.; 42 U.S.C. Section 300h-3(e))

4.12 FORMALLY CLASSIFIED LANDS

Is any portion of the proposed project is located on United States Forest Service (USFS), Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), or any other federally managed land?

The Project will occur within historically disturbed and actively farmed and fallow lands that have also
served as mobile home parks for several decades. Surrounding lands in the Project area are designated for
agricultural, various residential and limited commercial uses. None of the lands in the immediate Project
vicinity are located on lands managed by United States Forest Service (USFS) or Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). However, portions of the Project will occur within Torres-Martinez allotted Tribal
lands, and the applicant is securing easements through the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs so that the Project
pipelines will be entirely within public rights-of-way.

Farmlands in the Project area include Prime Farmland, Farmland od Statewide Importance, and Farmland
of Local Importance. With the exception of the Project lift station, all Project water distribution and
sewage collection lines will occur within existing and future street rights-of-way. The 0.50+-acre lift
station site will occur on graded but vacant lands designated as Farmland of Local Importance; however,
these lands are bounded by scattered mobile home development and long-fallow lands. The Project,
including the lift station, will not have a significant impact or effect on local agricultural lands.

4.13 COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT/COASTAL BARRIERS RESOURCES ACT

Explain if any portion of the project is located within the coastal zone, or if the project will impact, or be
located within or near, the Coastal Barrier Resources System or its adjacent wetlands, marshes, estuaries,
inlets, and near- shore waters. If applicable, describe the project location with respect to the Coastal
Barrier Resources System, or indicate where this information can be found (e.g., biological
report/assessment, CEQA document, etc.).

The Coachella Valley, in which the Project is located, is an inland low-elevation desert region and is not
in a Coastal Management Zone. The project will not result in environmental consequences to a Coastal
Management Zone.

4.14 SOCIO-ECONOMIC/ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IMPACTS TO MINORITY OR
LOW-INCOME AREAS

The following describes the existing socioeconomic resources in the proposed Project area and the
regulatory setting pertaining to environmental justice-related issues and evaluates the potential for the
proposed Project to disproportionately and adversely affect minority or low-income groups. The USEPA
defines environmental justice as:

“The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national
origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental
laws, regulations, and policies. Fair treatment means no group of people, including racial, ethnic, or
economic groups should bear a disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences
resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial operations or the execution of federal, State,
local, and tribal programs and policies” (USEPA 2016).
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According to USEPA guidelines, a minority population is present in a study area if the minority population
of the affected area exceeds 50 percent, or if the minority population percentage of the affected area is
meaningfully greater than the minority population percentage in the general population or other
appropriate unit of geographic analysis.

Does the project involve an activity that is likely to be of particular interest to or have particular impact
upon minority, low-income, or indigenous populations?

All of the Project alignment would be located in unincorporated Riverside County to the west of the
unincorporated community of Mecca. According to the USEPA’s Environmental Screening and Mapping
Tool (EJScreen) (USEPA 2018), and as shown in Exhibit 5, the majority of the Project area is within the
90-95 percentile and the western most portion of the Avenue 66 alignment and the Manuela Garcia Mobile
Home Park are within the 59-100 percentile for minority population. The Project planning area includes
extensive areas where the minority Hispanic population comprises 90 to 100 percent of area residents.

It is important to note that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Screening and
Mapping Tool is no longer available on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency website. California
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) CalEnviroScreen 4.0 provides similar, if not the same, data
by census tract, but ranks each census tract against only California census tracts rather than against all
U.S. Census tracts.

4.14.1 Census Tract 606504605
e Overall CalEnviroScreen percentile score is 66
e Overall Pollution Burden percentile score is 45

e Overall Population Characteristics percentile score is 75

4.14.2 Disadvantaged Communities

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 is a science-based database created by CalEPA and the Office of Environmental
Health to identify California communities that are most affected by pollution and that are especially
vulnerable to the effects of pollution. It aggregates environmental, health, and socioeconomic data to
generate a numerical score for each census tract in the state. Higher scores indicate higher pollution burden
and population vulnerability. Census tracts with scores of 75% or higher are designated as disadvantaged
communities.

According to the most recent CalEnviroScreen 4.0 database update (June 2018), the census tract is
considered to be a disadvantaged community.

Population Indicators (Data is from 2015-2019):

e Unemployment: 13% of working age adults in the census tract are unemployed, ranking the census
tract in the 94" percentile statewide.

e Poverty: 66% of the people living in the census tract are living below twice the federal poverty
level, ranking the census tract in the 96! percentile statewide.

e Linguistic Isolation: 44% of households in the census tract do not speak English well. The census
tract as a percentile score of 99.
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Housing Burden: Housing burdened households refer to those that are low income and paying
more than 50% of their income to housing costs. 24% of people in the census tract are in low
income, housing burdened households, ranking in the 77" percentile statewide.

Education Attainment: 49% of adults in the census tracts have less than a high school education,
ranking the census tract in the 96" percentile.

Low Birth Weight: this indicates the percentage of babies born who weigh less than 5.5 pounds
(2500 grams) out of the total number of live births between 2009 and 2015. The census tract
percentile score is 54.

Cardiovascular Disease: Represents the hospital visitation rate for heart attack. Between 2015 and
2017, 12.16 people out of 10,000 visited the emergency room for heart attack health issue. The
census tract percentile score is 47.

Asthma: 28 people per 10,000 people visited a hospital emergency room for asthma ranking the
census tract in the 21 percentile.

Pollution Burden (Data is from 2017-2019):

Ozone: The indicator measures the mean of the daily maximum 8-hour ozone concentration during
the summer months of May through October. The summed concentration for the census tract is
0.058 ppm. The census tract ranks in the 77" percentile statewide. Data from 2017-2019.

Drinking Water Contaminants: This indicator is an index for a certain number of contaminants
present in the drinking water between 2011 and 2019. The drinking water contaminant score for
the census tract is 573. The census tract ranks in the 67" percentile.

Pesticide Use: Represents the reported use of 132 hazardous and volatile agricultural pesticides
between 2017 and 2019. Within the census tract, 2,928.42 pounds of active ingredients were used
per square mile. The percentile rank is 95 for the census tract.

Impaired Waters: The indicator represents the number of impairments to nearby water bodies. The
census tract is nearby or contains a total of 18 impairments as of 2018 and ranks in the 98"
percentile.

Solid Waste: As of 2021, the census tract ranks in the 83 percentile. The indicator represents the
number of solid waste facilities, the weight of the nearby facilities and the distances to the census
tract. There are five solid waste facilities in or very near the census tract.
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Overall Percentile

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Results

. >90 - 100 (Highest Scores)

B >s0-90
[T >70-80
.>60-7O
D>50-60
.>4o-50
.>3o-4o
.>20-3o
Il >0-20

. 0- 10 (Lowest Scores)

LU

Exhibit 5. CalEnviroscreen Results for Census Tract 606504605

The Project will not result in disproportionate adverse environmental justice, socio-economic, or safety
impacts to a minority or low-income population. The construction phase of the proposed Project may
result in temporary and short-lived inconveniences for residents, including disruptions due to construction
diversions. Construction noise and other temporary impacts will be less than significant and are directed
to substantial long-term improvements in the quality of life for current and future residents in this area.

This socio-economic segment of the population occupying the Project area is generally low-income and
under-served in the eastern Coachella Valley, and the proposed infrastructure will provide those working
and residing in the community with safe and reliable water service, fire-fighting capabilities, and safe and
healthful sanitary sewer facilities. The Project, therefore, is expected to result in substantial direct long-
term benefit to the local population.

(Also see: Environmental Justice — Executive Order No. 12898)
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CHAPTER 5. ENVIRONMENTAL ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

As set forth in the Environmental Package for the California Clean Water SRF Program!’, a range of
feasible project alternatives that meet the Project’s needs and objectives, including an “no project/no
action” alternative, which address areas of potentially significant environmental impacts. This assessment
includes discussions of beneficial and adverse environmental impacts on the existing environment, future
environment, and identified individual sensitive environmental issues. It also analyses the potential direct,
indirect and cumulative impacts on sensitive environmental resources, as applicable. Any additional
mitigation measures are discussed where applicable. The alternatives analysis also provides the basis for
the selection of the chosen alternative.

5.1 ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED

Two alternatives to the proposed Project are evaluated in this section: 1) Separate Water and Sewer
Projects Alternative, and 2) a No Project/No Action Alternative. Each of these alternatives is briefly
described below.

5.1.1 Separate Water and Sewer Projects Alternative

The Separate Water Improvements Project Alternative would include and be limited to the installation of
approximately 31,000+ linear feet of minimum 8-inch and up to 24-inch water mains and distribution lines
within existing and future public rights-of-way. The existing water wells will be decommissioned.
Proposed water lines include a total of 5.68+ miles of 12 to 24-inch water lines, including:

e Ave 70 water lines will extend from Pierce Street west to Harrison Street. And will be comprised
18-inch water mains (, and 166 linear feet of 2-inch to 8-inch service laterals.

e Pierce Street water lines will extend north from Avenue 70 to Avenue 66, a total of 2+ miles and
will be comprised of 24-inch pipe and associated laterals.

e Avenue 69 water lines will be 12-inch in diameter and will extend for 2.1+ miles from Pierce Street
west to Filmore Street

e Filmore Street water lines will be 12-inch and will extend 0.58+ miles from Avenue 69 south to
Ave 70.

5.1.2 Separate Wastewater Collection Improvement Project Alternative

Independent of the Water Improvements Project, the Separate Wastewater Collection Improvement
alternative includes and would be limited to the installation of approximately 24,800+ linear feet of
minimum 6-inch sewer lines in the public right-of-way and the construction of a lift station. Existing septic
tanks at locations scheduled for planned sewer connections will be decommissioned. The components of
the subject wastewater collection system include:

17 Clean Water State Revolving Fund Environmental Package, accessed March 5, 2025;

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/forms/application_environmental packa
ge.pdf
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e New lift station will be located on the west side of Pierce Street approximately one-quarter mile
south of Avenue 70. Wastewater will be gravity-conveyed to the lift station.

e Wastewater from the lift station will be pumped into a 6-inch force main, which will extend 2.25+
miles north within Pierce Street to Ave 66, thence east 1.2+ miles to the east side of the CVSC.

e Install an 8-inch sewer line in Ave 69 extending west from Pierce Street a distance of 0.50+ miles.
e Install five 8-inch service laterals north and south of Ave 69.
e Install two 8-inch service laterals west from Pierce Street into two mobile home parks.

e Install an 8-inch sewer line along the unnamed street along the quarter section line between and
parallel to Avenues 69 and 70 for a distance of 0.25+ miles.

e Extend an 8-inch service lateral south 690+ feet unnamed street along the quarter section line.
e Install a 12-inch sewer line in Ave 70 that extends west of Pierce Street a distance of 0.50+ miles.

e Extend 8-inch service laterals south from Ave 70 within Dennington Court and Las Koras Mobile
Home Park to the west.

5.1.3 No Project/No Action Alternative

Under the No Project/No Action Alternative none of the planned domestic water and sewer improvements
would be constructed. The properties that would be served by the Project would continue to rely on private
wells and distribution systems and, in some cases may rely on bottled water due to contaminated wells.
The planning area would also rely upon on-lot septic tanks and seepage pits for wastewater disposal in an
area of high groundwater. Existing health concerns associated with existing water and sewer systems
would continue. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not provide a safer, more reliable water
supply or sewage collection/treatment system to existing or future development in the Project planning
area.

Table 10 below provides a comparison between the potential environmental impacts of the proposed
Consolidate Water and Sewer Improvements Project, a Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative and
the No Project/No Action Alternative with regard to the resource topics addressed in State CEQA
Appendix G, Environmental Checklist, as well as the applicable federal cross-cutters. This alternatives
analysis presents the environmental analysis, which is the basis for choosing the proposed Project.

5.2 SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

The No Project/No Action Alternative would not achieve the project objectives to improve the reliability,
safety and security of the water supply or wastewater management and disposal for rural disadvantaged
communities in the Eastern Coachella Valley. The No Project/No Action Alternative is also not consistent
with the 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, which calls for improved coordination and management of
various water supplies. The Consolidated Water and Sewer Improvement Alternative would accomplish
the Project Objectives, as explained in the Project Report, it would not conflict with the Section 1.3
Purpose and Need Statement. The proposed Project is the recommended alternative because it is
comprehensive in scope, is cost-effective due to economies of scale, serves the greatest demand/need, and
achieves other project objectives for drinking water and wastewater treatment compliance reliability.
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Table 10 presents a summary of the environmental impacts of the proposed Project, the proposed Project
with mitigation incorporated (if applicable), and the No Project/No Action Alternative. Table 5-1
summarizes the impacts as either No impact, Less than Significant Impact; Potentially Significant Impact;
or Not Applicable (N/A).
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Table 10.
Comparison of Alternatives-Environmental Impacts
Proposed Project Alternative Projects
Issue Areas MND Findings With Mitigation No Project/ No Action | Stparate Water & Sewer
Projects
Aesthetics
Scenic vistas; Visual character and quality; Light Less Than Significant Impact Less Than Significant No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
and glare Impact
Scenic resources along a State Scenic Highway No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

The proposed project involves the construction of underground pipelines and a sewage lift station below grade, which would not be visible after the completion of construction.
There are no scenic highways in the Project area. Construction would occur primarily during daytime hours and any lighting necessary for construction would be directed
towards installation activities and away from adjacent land uses. During construction, aesthetics would be temporarily impaired by construction equipment; however, once
construction is complete, the proposed project would not be visible and would not result in permanent changes to scenic vistas, visual quality, or light and glare. The No Project/
No Action alternative would not involve construction of new structures that would impede views, change visual character, or add new substantial sources of light, and thus
would not result in aesthetic impacts. The Separate Water and Sewer Projects Alternative would have a similar impact to the proposed project in that there would be temporary
visual impacts during construction; however, once construction is complete the facilities would not be visible and would not result in permanent impacts.

Agriculture and Forestry Resources

Convert farmland; Conflict with zoning for No L . N/A NolI . Nol .
agricultural use; Indirect conversion of farmland 0 impac 0 mpac 0 1mpac
lII;;)ess of forest use; Conflict with zoning for forest No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

Lift station to be constructed on road-adjacent lot, pipelines to be constructed primarily within existing and future road RWs and some public and privately owned properties
with connections to existing small water systems and sewage collection lines, including onsite improvements on privately owned properties, and would not result in conversion
of farmland or loss of forest land. Similarly, the No Project/ No Action Alternative and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not impact agricultural or forest
land.

Air Quality
Consist ith AQMP; Non-attai t - L
onsistency wi QMP; Non-attainmen Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
criteria pollutants
Consist ith ai lity standards; Sensiti - -
re(c):zstiresncy with air quality standards; Sensitive Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
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Table 10.
Comparison of Alternatives-Environmental Impacts

Proposed Project Alternative Projects

Issue Areas MND Findings With Mitigation No Project/ No Action | ScParate Water & Sewer
Projects
Objectionable odors Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

The proposed project involves connecting individual properties and small water and sewage collection systems that serve existing communities to provide them with safer, more
reliable supply of potable water and connection to the sanitary sewerage collection and treatment system. The project’s pipeline alignments were developed in Project water and
sewer plans and would serve growth that was planned for in local growth forecasts and thus would not conflict with the 4ir Quality Management Plan (AQMP). The proposed
project construction emissions would not exceed regional or localized significance thresholds, nor would they exceed de minimis thresholds, so federal general conformity
requirements do not apply. The proposed project would not generate substantial operational emissions and emissions would not exceed the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD) thresholds for any criteria pollutants. The proposed project would create a minor increase in motor vehicle trips associated with maintenance; however,
intermittent trips from a single vehicle would not generate emissions exceeding regional thresholds for operation. Construction-related odors from diesel equipment would be
temporary and, once operational, the project would not create objectionable odors. The No Project/ No Action Alternative would not generate any construction emissions and
would not result in any changes to operational emissions. If the improvements proposed under the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative proceed at a rate similar to the
proposed project construction emissions would not exceed regional or localized significance thresholds, nor would they exceed de minimis thresholds, so federal general
conformity requirements do not apply.

Biological Resources

Less Than Sienificant Potentially Significant / Less
Sensitive species Potentially Significant Impact 1 >igaitica No Impact Than Significant With
Impact With Mitigation .
Mitigation
Less than Sienificant Potentially Significant / Less
Sensitive habitat; Wetlands; Wildlife corridors; Potentially Significant Impact L SlEnLicar No Impact Than Significant With
Impact With Mitigation .
Mitigation
. L L Potentially Significant / Less
.. . Potentiall ficant
Local policies and ordinances otentlally Significan I;ezig\l;?&sl Iﬁ;fc;?;n No Impact Than Significant With
Impact P & Mitigation
Habitat Conservation Plans or Natural . Lo Less than Significant Potentially Significant / Less
. . Potentially Significant Impact . L No Impact Than Significant With
Community Conservation Plans Impact With Mitigation Mitigation

The Project area does not contain suitable habitat for special status species; however, it provides nesting bird habitat. Mitigation would reduce potential construction impacts on
birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act to less than significant. The proposed project would beneath the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel, and agricultural
drains. The crossing would be constructed using trenchless technology (HDD or jack and bore), which will ensure that the channel and its aquatic and riparian habitats will not
be affected by construction. Compliance with Mitigation Measure BIO-1, 2and 3 will ensure impacts on and sensitive species would be less than significant. Mitigation measures
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Table 10.
Comparison of Alternatives-Environmental Impacts
Proposed Project Alternative Projects
Issue Areas MND Findings With Mitigation No Project/ No Action Sepam‘ep‘:;?gs& EOAE

4 and 5 will help ensure that impacts to riparian and wetlands habitats are less than significant. The proposed project does not have the potential to impact sensitive vegetation
communities or wildlife corridors because construction would occur in developed urban and agricultural areas. The proposed project is located within the planning area
boundaries of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) and within 200 feet of the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel and Delta
Conservation Area. The project would implement the Land Use Adjacency Guidelines where applicable and Mitigation Measure BIO-4 to avoid effects to this conservation area.
The No Project/No Action Alternative would involve no construction and therefore would not have the potential to result in impacts on biological resources. The Separate Water
& Sewer Projects Alternative, similar to the proposed project, could significantly impact birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, but mitigation would reduce
impacts to less than significant. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would also cross agricultural drains with water and sewer lines, and the Coachella Valley
Stormwater Channel with a sewer line. The crossings would be constructed using horizontal directional drilling (HDD) beneath the channel and would implement a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan to minimize construction impacts to the channel. Mitigation Measure BIO-5 requires preparation of a frac-out plan prior to initiation of HDD activities.
The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not include components within the Delta Conservation Area of the CVMSHCP, and would comply with the CVMSHCP
guidelines, resulting in less than significant impacts.

Cultural Resources

Less than Sienificant Potentially Significant / Less
Historical resources Less Than Significant Impact | Srgniticar No Impact than Significant with
Impact With Mitigation A
Mitigation
Less than Sienificant Potentially Significant / Less
Archaeological resources Potentially Significant Impact L DIETLICET No Impact than Significant with
Impact With Mitigation A
Mitigation
- Potentially Significant / Less
Human remains Potentially Significant Impact Less thar} S‘gn.lﬁcm.“ No Impact than Significant with
Impact With Mitigation Mitigation

As noted in the project historical and cultural resources surveys and reports, no sites, buildings or other structures of historical significance are located within the Project APE.
The integrity of identified historical resource has been compromised by extensive upgrading and modifications, and do not appear eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources. Therefore, the Project will have a less then significant impact on such resources. The Project APE
encompasses lands that are within the existing or planned road right of way and within areas that are already disturbed and in some paved areas. Previously identified and
recorded resources are limited to a prehistoric ceramic pottery scatter at two location that could not be relocated during the Project cultural resources surveys, and one site with a
single lithic core fragment, which was not was not encountered during the recent field surveys. Nonetheless, the potential, though low, still exists that these and other sensitive
resources could be encountered during Project construction. Therefore, the potential remains for such resources to be adversely impacted without proper mitigation.
Implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 and CUL-2 and archaeological resource monitoring and practices for unanticipated discovery of cultural resources would reduce
potential impacts to less than significant. The potential for encountering human remains is low; however, compliance the mitigation measure for the unanticipated discovery of
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Table 10.
Comparison of Alternatives-Environmental Impacts
Proposed Project Alternative Projects
Issue Areas MND Findings With Mitigation No Project/ No Action Sepam‘epvr‘;?gs& EOAE

human remains would ensure less than significant impacts. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not involve construction and therefore would not have the potential to
disturb previously unknown cultural resources or human remains. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would have an impact potential comparable to the proposed
project to identify unanticipated cultural and historical resources, as well as unanticipated human remains. However, compliance with cultural resource mitigation measures
would result in less than significant impacts.

Energy
Wasteful, inefficient ti . .o
astet’, METHCICNT o unmecessary CONSUMPON |1 s Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
of energy resources
Conflict with state or local plans f bl . .o
et with state or ‘oca’ plans ot refiewable Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
energy or energy efficiency

Construction of the proposed project would comply with required energy efficiency measures and operational energy use would offset energy currently used to pump and treat
water at existing small water systems and to operate the proposed project’s sewage lift station to convey wastewater to the CVWD treatment plant. Impacts associated with
energy consumption would thus be less than significant. By consolidating existing water systems, the proposed project would support the 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan
objective to reduce energy demand by improving coordination and management of water supplies. The proposed project would thus not conflict with state or local plans for
energy efficiency and impacts would be less than significant. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not use energy for construction and operational energy use would
remain the same as under existing conditions. The Separate Water and Sewer Projects Alternative is comparable to the proposed project and would thus consume comparable
construction energy; impacts would be less than significant with implementation of required energy efficiency measures.

Geology and Soils
Geological hazards: Ground rupture, strong
groundshaking or ground failure, landslides soil No Impact/Less Than N/A NoI . No Impact/Less Than
erosion and topsoil loss; Unstable soils; Significant Impact 0 1mpac Significant Impact
Expansive soils
Alternative wastewater disposal systems No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
Paleontological Resources Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

The proposed project involves construction of pipelines and a sewer lift station to consolidate water on-lot sewage treatment systems and thus would not involve exposure of
people or structures to seismically induced risks. The project would minimize soil erosion via implementation of Best Management Practices in a Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan prepared in accordance with the SWRCB’s Construction General Permit. Compliance with CVWD’s professional engineering standards would ensure less than
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Table 10.
Comparison of Alternatives-Environmental Impacts
Proposed Project Alternative Projects
Issue Areas MND Findings With Mitigation No Project/ No Action Sepam‘epvr‘;?gs& EOAE

significant impacts related to risks of unstable soils or geologic hazards. The project is not located on expansive soils, nor would it involve the use of septic tanks or alternative
wastewater disposal systems, rather than continuing to rely on inadequate on-lot systems. The potential for encountering fossil resources is low because ground disturbing
activities would only reach a depth of five to six feet below ground surface and pipelines would be constructed primarily within roadways and other public and private lands that
are already disturbed; significant impacts to paleontological resources are thus not expected. The No Project/No Action Alternative would involve no construction and thus is not
expected to result in impacts related to geologic hazards, septic systems or paleontological resources. Similar to the proposed project, the Separate Water & Sewer Projects
Alternative would have less than significant impacts related to geologic hazards, erosion, topsoil loss, unstable soils, and expansive soils due to compliance with existing permits,
Best Management Practices, and engineering standards and would not be expected to encounter paleontological resources.

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions

GHG emissions Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Conflict with GHG reduction plans Less Than Significant Impact N/A Potentially Significant Impact | Less Than Significant Impact

The proposed project’s maximum annual GHG emissions (including amortized construction emissions) would not exceed SCAQMD’s recommended annual threshold for COze
emissions. GHG emissions of the proposed project would be less than significant, and the Project would support the 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, which calls for
improved coordination and management of various water supplies. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not involve construction and GHG impacts of operation would
not change from the existing condition. However, the No Project/No Action Alternative would not support applicable GHG reduction plans because it would not improve
coordination and management of water supplies. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative, similar to the proposed project, would result in annual GHG emissions that
are less than the SCAQMD’s annual threshold, as long as construction follows a similar schedule to the proposed project. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative
would support applicable GHG reduction plans because it would support coordination of water supplies.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Routine handling of hazardous materials; Listed

hazardous materials sites; Airport safety hazard; Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
Wildland fire

Accidental release of hazardous materials; Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
Emergency response or evacuation plans conflict | Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
Hazardous materials near schools No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

The Project involves the installation of underground domestic water and sewage collection lines, as well as a sewage lift station, which may require the use, transport, and/or
disposal of hazardous materials during construction phase only. Construction of the Project will involve the use of excavation, hauling and other construction equipment and
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Table 10.
Comparison of Alternatives-Environmental Impacts
Proposed Project Alternative Projects
Issue Areas MND Findings With Mitigation No Project/ No Action Sepam‘epvr‘;?gs& EOAE

vehicles which will require limited quantities of oil, fuel, and other potentially flammable or toxic substances. Minor maintenance and/or repair of equipment may be required
onsite and could result in fuel or oil spills if not properly managed. The Project contractor will be required to use approved staging areas for storing material and equipment and
implement BMPs to assure that any spills are captured, limited and immediately and properly remediated. The Project contractor will be required to adhere to applicable local,
state, and federal laws on occupational safety and disposal of hazardous materials. Any Project impacts will be temporary and less than significant, and no adverse long-term
impacts associated with hazardous materials are anticipated. There are no existing or proposed schools within one-quarter mile of the Project alignments. The nearest school is
Oasis Elementary School located approximately two miles south of the Project site. There will be no hazardous materials-related impacts to schools. According to the EnviroStor
database maintained by the Department of Toxic Substances Control, no portions of the Project site are listed as a hazardous materials cleanup site or a site regulated for
hazardous materials, nor are any such sites located in the vicinity of the proposed Project. No impact would occur. No portions of the Project are located within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, and therefore the Project would not create or result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the Project area.

The Project construction may cause temporary impacts to local traffic flows. According to the County’s General Plan Safety Element, evacuation routes in the Eastern Coachella
Valley area include Interstate 10, State Route 86, State Route 111, Box Canyon Road/66th Avenue, and Harrison Street. The proposed facilities will connect to existing CVWD
water main within Harrison Street and to CVWD sanitary sewage collection system on Avenue 66 just east of the CVSC. Therefore, Project construction may have a temporary
impact at Project area intersections and along travel lanes during construction activities in these areas. However, Project construction will be conducted incrementally to limit
impacts on travel lanes and at intersections. Through the contractor’s implementation of a traffic control plan, the proposed Project is not expected to significantly conflict with
or interfere with emergency evacuation of the Project area. The Project will be constructed in discrete segments limiting the length of roadway affected at any given time; at least
one lane will be maintained during construction of each pipeline segment with flag persons where needed to ensure traffic safety. Therefore, it is not anticipated that construction
of the proposed Project would substantially interfere with traffic circulation such that it would impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The Project will be required to obtain an Encroachment Permit through the County Transportation Department, and construction
activities will be subject to ongoing inspection. The roadways in the Project area would continue to function as emergency access routes as necessary, and no revisions to an
adopted emergency response plan would be required. Upon completion of construction, the Project pipeline alignment will be returned to preexisting conditions, and the Project
will not interfere with the existing or future circulation patterns. Compliance with standard requirements will ensure that the Project will have less than significant impacts on
emergency response and evacuation plans.

Wildland fires occur in undeveloped areas but can spread to urban areas where the landscape and structures are not designed and maintained to be ignition resistant. A wildland-
urban interface is an area where urban development is located in proximity to open space or “wildland” areas. Large areas of California are susceptible to wildfire due to
weather, topography, and vegetation. Wildfire is a natural process and necessary part of the natural ecosystem; however, California continues to experience longer wildfire
seasons as a result of climate change. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has mapped areas of significant fire hazards through its FRAP.
According to FRAP maps of FHSZ, the Project area is not located in a moderate, high, or very high fire hazard area. The nearest area of significant hazard, designated a
moderate hazard area according to CAL FIRE, is within the foothills of the Santa Rosa Mountains, approximately 2.5 miles west of the Project site. The Project vicinity is
covered by a mix of Local Responsibility Area (LRA) and Federal Responsibility Areas (FRA). Therefore, the Project will not expose people or structures, either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires
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The No Project/No Action alternative would involve no construction and would thus have no impacts associated with hazardous materials or other hazards. Similar to the
proposed project, construction of the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would generate risks related to hazardous materials spills comparable to the proposed project
and would require a standard Hazardous Materials Management and Spill Control Plan. Construction would not significantly impede emergency access vehicles, with the
requisite Traffic Management Plan. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative is not expected to result in significant impacts associated with use of hazardous materials
during construction, airport/airstrip hazards or wildfires. There are no known active hazardous material cleanup sites in the Consolidate All Projects Alternative alignment area,
according to EnviroStor database maintained by the Department of Toxic Substances Control. There are no schools near the pipeline alignments for the Separate Water & Sewer
Projects Alternative.

Hydrology and Water Quality

Water quality standards or otherwise degrade

water quality Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Groundwater supply and recharge Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Drainage alterations that cause
erosion/sedimentation; flooding; exceed capacity

of stormwater system; redirect or Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

impede flood flows;

In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones risk

release of pollutants Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Conflict with or obstruct water quality control
plan or sustainable groundwater Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
management plan

The Project area is in the Whitewater River watershed. All water providers in the watershed are required to comply with the Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality
Control Board standards for the protection of water quality, including in many cases the preparation of site-specific Water Quality Management Plans for surface waters. Neither
the proposed Project nor the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative adversely impact the flow of groundwater, and both have a low potential to impact surface water
quality, which could occur during construction. The proposed Project and Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will provide a domestic water distribution system in the
Project area, which will be owned and operated by CVWD once built.

The construction phase of the proposed Project and the two-stage construction associated with the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will both require nominal use of
water to facilitate soil consolidation and compaction and to minimize fugitive dust emissions. This will be done using best management practices (BMPs) to protect surface and
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groundwater. The Project contractor will ensure that adequate construction BMPs are implemented and satisfy local, state, and federal standards. Temporary construction BMPs
considered and incorporated into the Project, as appropriate, would include soil stabilization, sediment control, contractor training and a variety of other standard BMPs. During
operation, both the proposed Project and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would convey domestic water (and wastewater) but would not in themselves generate
new water demand. Several residential communities to be served by the Project will be connected to the CVWD wastewater collection and treatment system. No new sources of
waste or wastewater will be generated by the proposed Project or Separate Water & Sewer Alternative. Neither “build” scenario will violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements. Neither the proposed Project or Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control
plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. Implementation of standard BMPs would ensure impacts are less than significant for both “build” alternatives. There would
be no impacts under the No Project/No Action Alternative.

The proposed Project and the Separate Water & Sewer Alternative will not in and of themselves adversely impact existing or long-term water supplies, will not directly generate
new water demand or require additional water, nor will they adversely affect groundwater recharge. The Project area is located within the East Whitewater River Subbasin Area
of Benefit (AOB) of the Whitewater River (Indio) Subbasin. The East Whitewater River Subbasin AOB had an annual production of approximately 117,925 acre-feet in 2020'%.
During construction, the proposed Project and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will require limited, temporary use of water to facilitate construction, including
soil consolidation and compaction, and dust suppression. An on-site water truck will address construction water needs. At buildout, both the proposed Project and Separate Water
& Sewer Projects Alternative will provide a domestic water distribution system and a wastewater collection system to replace existing tainted water wells and failing septic tanks
in the Project area. Existing and future development in the Project area is under the County’s jurisdiction, and water demand is accounted for in the long-range water planning
efforts of the County and CVWD. Therefore, both the Project and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will have a less than significant impact on groundwater
supplies and recharge.

Both “build” alternatives include the construction of underground domestic water transmission and distribution lines and wastewater collection lines, and an associated sewage
lift station. The lift station site has been previously graded and cleared of most vegetation. The construction of the lift station on this site is not expected to increase wind or water
erosion, or siltation of adjoining or nearby waters. The water and sewer lines to be constructed incrementally will create limited opportunities for soil erosion from wind and/or
water, which can be adequately controlled and managed through the thoughtful application of BMPs. The construction of the planned under channel sewer force main will be
accomplished by horizontal directional drilling and no portions of the channel will be disturbed or otherwise affected. The directional drilling and pipeline installation under the
CVSC at Avenue 66 will occur outside the channel cross section and outside the top of the channel embankment. With the application of BMPs, this subsurface channel crossing
will not create any erosion of siltation within the CVSC or other waters. With the application of standard dust control and BMPs, the Project is expected to have a less than
significant impact and will not result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site.

Neither the proposed Project nor the Separate Water & Sewer Project Alternative will contribute to off-site storm water runoff or have a significant adverse effect on local or
regional flood control capabilities or regional ground water quality or quantity. The Project involves the construction of an underground domestic water distribution system and
wastewater collection lines, and an associated sewage lift station. The Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions upon completion of construction of either “build”

18 2021-2022 Engineer’s Report on Water Supply and Replenishment Assessment, prepared for Coachella Valley Water District, April 2021.
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alternative and will not increase local run-off or impact flood flows. Any construction related impacts under either “build” alternative will be limited and temporary and
considered less than significant.

The majority of the Project area is located in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Zone X, an area of 1% annual chance flood with average depth less than one
foot (FIRM Map Nos. 06065C2925H and 06065C2940H, Dated March 6, 2018). The remaining western portion of the Project site near Harrison Street is located in Zone AO, a
special flood hazard area with depth of one foot (FIRM Map No. 06065C2925H, Dated March 6, 2018). The proposed Project and Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative
would involve the installation of underground water and sewer lines, and a sewage lift station. Neither “build” alternative would place housing within a 100-year floodplain or
construct other structures that would impede or redirect flood waters. There will be no impact regarding release of pollutants due to Project inundation.

The Project site is located inland and will not be subject to tsunami inundation. The Project site is not located in the immediate vicinity of any large water body. The Salton Sea
is located approximately four miles to the southeast. According to the Riverside County General Plan EIR (2015), there is no documented significant seiche potential for any of
the waterbodies within Riverside County. Therefore, less than significant impacts would occur in a seiche event due to the proximity to the Salton Sea.

Land Use and Planning

Divide an established community; No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

Conflict with an applicable land use plan No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

Regardless of the “build” alternative, neither would divide an established community and would not change land use, so they would not conflict with any applicable plan, policy
or regulation with jurisdiction over the project. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not divide an established community and would not change land use; thus, no
impact would occur. Once constructed, the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not divide an established community and would comply with applicable land use
plans.

Mineral Resources

Loss of availability of a known, valuable mineral

. . No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
resource or mineral resource recovery site

The Project area is located in an area designated for agricultural and estate residential uses on the County’s General Plan Land Use Map and partially occupied by mobile home
parks, farms and farm supply operations, landscaping, and paved and unpaved roads. The Project area is not mapped for and is not known to contain important mineral resources,
nor is it designated any Mineral Resource Zone by the state. It should also be noted that the Project area is partially developed and not available for mineral extraction operations.
There are no proposed, existing, or abandoned quarries or mines in the Project area, and no impacts will result regarding hazards to people or property. No Project-related
impacts to mineral resources are anticipated under either “build” alternative or the No Project/No Action Alternative.
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Noise

Excessive noise; Permanent increase in noise
levels; Temporary increase in noise Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
levels; Ground-borne vibration

Aircraft noise No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

The principal existing noise source in the Project area is vehicular traffic on adjacent and nearby roadways (Avenue 70, Pierce Street, Harrison Street, and SR-86). Sensitive
receptors in the Project area include mobile homes and other residences along Avenue 70, Pierce Street and Avenue 69. According to Riverside County Ordinance No. 847,
which sets standards for noise generating activities, exterior sound levels for the surrounding residential lands, are limited to 55 dB from 7am to 10pm and 45 dB from 10pm to
7am. In addition, this ordinance makes exceptions for construction and other temporary sources of noise. While CVWD construction activities are exempt from County noise
standards, the County limits hours of work from 6 am to 6 pm from June to September and 7 am to 6 pm from October to May. Project site preparation and construction will
proceed incrementally along the water and sewer line alignments under both “build” alternatives. While along most segments of the pipeline installation route would be subject
to two separate rounds of construction noise under the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative. Nonetheless, under both “build” alternatives noise impacts would remain
less than significant. Under both “build” alternatives, the sewage lift station will be on a 150°x150” portion of a larger, vacant site and adjacent to Pierce Street with the nearest
home approximately 300 feet to the northwest. Pipeline construction activities will include pavement cutting, excavation/trenching, hauling, filling and compacting, and street
repaving, and noise levels could occasionally reach 74 to 85 dBA at 50 feet from the noise source, depending on equipment and machinery used at a given time. CVWD shall
incorporate into the construction contract specifications for noise and vibration BMP to be implemented by the construction contractor under both “build” alternatives. All
construction noise will be intermittent and temporary, and contractors are required to abide by the Riverside County’s noise standards, which exempt construction activities
within the permitted time frames. Although these activities would result in noise levels higher than the 55 dBA allowable noise level, such impacts will be intermittent and
temporary, and will occur during the least sensitive time of the day. As noted, construction noise is exempt from the County Noise Ordinance; therefore, these would be less than
significant impacts.

Project Operational Noise

The Project will include a lift station on a 0.50-acre site currently surrounded by vacant lands, with the neatest residence located approximately 300 feet to the northwest. The lift
station pumps with be enclosed in an underground vault. The lift station will be designed as a submersible station and would include two or three 40 horsepower pumps encased
in a concrete vault. Based on a similar underground lift station, the pumps would generate a noise level of 45+ dBA at a distance of 15 feet from the access hatch and would not
generate noise levels that would significantly impact existing or future surrounding land uses.!” The balance of the Project is comprised on water distribution and sewage
collection lines that will not generate any discernable community noise. Once completed, post-construction noise levels for both the proposed Project and the Separate Water &
Sewer Projects Alternative will be essentially the same as those prior to Project construction. Therefore, neither the proposed Project nor the Separate Water & Sewer Projects

19 Noise Study — Hawano Industrial Business Park Development prepared by Ldn Consulting, November 9, 2011
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Alternative would generate a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the Project in excess of County standards and impacts will be
less than significant. No impacts would occur under the No Project/No Action Alternative.

Under both “build” alternatives, Project construction equipment will include backhoe and other excavators, haul trucks and compactors to recompact tranches, road base, and
pavement. Ground-borne vibration energy from construction equipment is typically dampened and reduced quickly with distances, dropping to about 6 mm/second (0.23
inch/sec) at 15 meters (49.2 feet) from the sources. Compactors generate an average of 80 dBA (Lmax) at 50 feet. Any ground-borne impacts will be limited, temporary, and will
end once construction is complete. Long-term operation of the two “build” alternatives are not expected to generate any noticeable ground-borne vibrations or noise, and impacts
will be less than significant. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not entail construction of new facilities and would thus have no temporary or permanent noise impacts.

The Project site is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, nor is it located within two miles of a public airport or public use airport.
There will be no impact in this regard under either “build” alterSnative no under the No Project/No Action Alternative.

Population and Housing

Population growth Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Displacement of housing or people No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

The Riverside County General Plan and County Zoning Ordinance set forth land use and development standards for the Project area that include and support continued
residential development, limited commercial development, and ongoing urbanization. The Project will construct essential water and sewer infrastructure to serve an existing,
critically in need population and planned future development in the Project area. Improvements associated with the proposed Project and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects
Alternative will not induce substantial unplanned population growth in the area. Rather, both “build” alternatives will replace numerous private, individual tainted water wells
and on-lot septic tanks. Neither “build” alternative will directly induce unplanned housing development or area population growth. Future buildout of the Project area will occur
in accordance with the County General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. No significant growth-inducing impacts are anticipated under either “build” alternative. Under the No
Project/No Action Alternative existing residents and businesses would rely on substandard water systems and on-lot septic tanks, which would be expected to frustrate future
population growth.

Currently, the immediate Project vicinity is partially occupied by mobile homes and other residences, farms, rural landscaping, and paved and unpaved roads. The proposed
Project will be constructed almost exclusively within the existing and future street public rights-of-way. Under both “build” alternatives, the project will require additional
easements for portions of the proposed alignment within Torres-Martinez allotted Tribal lands, and the applicant is securing easements through the Bureau of Indian Affairs;
ultimately and excepting the 0.50-acre lift station site, project development under both “build” alternatives will be entirely within public rights-of-way. There is no residence or
any other habitable structure on the Project site. Therefore, project construction under either “build” alternative is not expected to displace or relocate people or housing. At
buildout, the Project will better serve the Project area communities with connections to a safe and reliable water and sanitary sewer services. No impact is anticipated under
either “build” alternative. Under the No Project/No Action Alternative existing homes and businesses would necessarily continue to rely on inadequate and inefficient private
wells and water distribution systems, and private on-lot septic tanks.
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Public Services / Recreation
Fire 'protection services; Police protection No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
services
Schools; Other services-libraries No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
Parks & Recreational facilities No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact

The project would not require additional or unusual fire or police protection resources or change existing demand for public services. It does not propose new recreational
facilities that could impact the environment. There would be no impacts to public services or parks and recreation facilities associated with the proposed project. Similarly, there
would also be no impacts from the No Project/No Action Alternative or the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative.

Transportation
Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or
policy addressing the circulation system, L. L
including transit, roadway, bicycle and Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
pedestrian facilities
Consistency with CEQA Guidelines section
15064.3 subdivision (b) (VMT); No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
Traffic h i i i tibl
! sr:S ic hazards due to design or incompatible No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
Emergency access Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Under both “build” alternatives, project construction may cause temporary impacts to local traffic flow. However, neither “build” alternative will require blocking off entire
streets given the size of proposed lines and the required trench dimensions (maximum trench width is 56”). Under either “build” alternative, the project will be constructed in
discrete segments limiting the length of roadway affected at any given time; at least one lane (with flagger if needed) will be maintained during construction of each pipeline
segment. There are currently no pedestrian or bicycle facilities within the Project roadway segments. Therefore, neither “build” alternative would substantially interfere with
traffic circulation. Impacts will be less than significant. Under both “build” alternatives, project operation may include periodic, scheduled inspections and maintenance of the
Project lift station, as needed by CVWD. These activities would not require routine staffing and thus are expected to generate minimal new traffic in the Project area. Overall,
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due to the nature of the Project and required standard traffic control plan, potential impacts will be temporary and less than significant regarding conflict with an applicable
transportation plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the Project area.

The Project will not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) because the Project is neither a land development project nor a
transportation project. The Project is considered an infrastructure improvement project that will not directly increase vehicle miles traveled in the area. Therefore, the Project is
consistent and will not conflict with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b).

The proposed sewer and water lines are designed based on local topography and other existing conditions to ensure minimal environmental impacts. Construction and operation
of the proposed facilities under either the proposed Project or the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not introduce any permanent roadway design features or
incompatible uses that would increase or create traffic hazards. The Project is being designed and will be installed in accordance with CVWD and County design standards and
guidelines, and under both “build” alternatives the Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions upon completion of construction. Therefore, neither “build” alternative
will create a substantial increase in hazards due to a design feature, nor cause an effect upon, or a need for new or altered maintenance of roads. No impact is anticipated.

Project construction under either the proposed Project or the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative is not expected to block off any Project area roadway such that
emergency access becomes inadequate in the area and to nearby uses. The roadways in the Project area would continue to function as emergency access routes as necessary
under both “build” alternatives. Under both “build” alternatives, the Project will be required to obtain an Encroachment Permit (or equivalent) through the County Transportation
Department, and a traffic control plan will be required before construction can commence. This permit process will enable the County to evaluate traffic control plans and
coordinate with emergency response personnel. Upon completion of construction under either “build” alternative, the Project site will be returned to preexisting conditions and
will not interfere with the existing circulation pattern or emergency access routes. Compliance with standard requirements will ensure that the Project will have less than
significant impacts on emergency access.

Tribal Cultural Resources

. . - Lo Potentially Significant / Less

Tribal Cultural R listed or eligible fi e .

rbal Luftural Resources fstec or eligible for Potentially Significant Impact Less Than Significant No Impact Than Significant With
listing, Impact Mitigation
Impact resource determined by the lead agency
to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code § No Impact NA No Impact NA
5024.1

The three prehistoric cultural resources were previously recorded outside but adjacent to the Project Area of Potential Effect (APE), and no archaeological remains were
observed in the vicinity during the study. The ground surface within the APE near these three locations has been extensively disturbed by road construction and underground
utility installation in the past, and Project archaeologists have concluded that it is highly unlikely for any intact archaeological deposits to be encountered during the proposed
undertaking. Therefore, it is concluded that none of the three subject prehistoric cultural resources recorded nearby is likely to extend into the APE boundaries. Because of these
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past disturbances, the subsurface sediments within the vertical extent (depth of disturbance) of the entire APE appear to be relatively low in sensitivity for potentially significant
cultural remains.

Among the cultural resources identified within or adjacent to the APE, the stormwater control features and public roadways of early to mid-20th century origin do not appear
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, especially in their current condition after much upgrading and
maintenance in the modern era. It was determined that they do not meet the definition of “historic properties” or “historical resources” under Section 106 and CEQA provisions.

On December 5, 2024, CVWD sent invitations to consult to twelve Native American Tribes, including the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, Augustine Band of Cahuilla
Indians and the Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians. As of the date of completion of this draft Initial Study, four tribes, the Agua Caliente, Augustine, Torres Martinez and
Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe had responded to the CVWD AB 52 invitation to consult. The Agua Caliente stated they wished to defer to the Torres-Martinez Tribe, while
the Augustine Tribe declined formal consultation but asked that if any cultural resources are discovered during the project, that CVWD contact the California Native American
Heritage Commission immediately to take appropriate steps to evaluate and protect them. The and Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe had no comment and the Torres Martinez
Tribe indicated via email that they would review the AB 52 invitation to consult but as of the completion of this draft IS/MND had not provided further response.

To reduce the potential impacts on tribal cultural resources, the project would implement mitigation measures including archaeological monitoring and best practices in the event
of an unanticipated discovery of cultural resources and/or human remains during project construction under either of the two “build” alternatives. Implementation of cultural
resources mitigation measures would reduce impacts to less than significant. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not impact tribal cultural resources because it would
not involve ground-disturbing activities. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative, similar to the proposed project, would implement cultural resources mitigation
measures to reduce impacts to less than significant.

Utilities and Service Systems

g}?\gi:ﬁg;&?i;}; \::vtsutilities causing No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
Sufficient water supply Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact
Wastewater treatment capacity No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
Solid waste capacity; Solid waste compliance Less Than Significant Impact N/A No Impact Less Than Significant Impact

Both the proposed Project and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will result in the construction of new domestic water (and sanitary sewer) infrastructure to serve
the existing and future development in the area. For both “build” alternatives, the proposed water lines will be connected to an existing 30-inch CVWD water main beneath
Harrison Street at Avenue 70. The Project also includes limited water laterals along Ave 70, Ave 69 and Pierce Street. Both “build” alternatives will extend water lines beneath
existing ag-drains without affecting these improvements. Neither “build” alternative will require additional electric power, natural gas, or telecommunication facilities. No other
potential conflicts have been identified. There will be no adverse impacts to the local water system or other local infrastructure.
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Neither “build” alternative will in and of itself adversely impact existing or long-term water supplies, and will not directly generate new water demand or require additional
water supplies. During construction under both “build” alternatives, the Project will require the application of water for soil compaction and fugitive dust control. Project water
demand will be limited and temporary and will end once construction is complete under both “build” alternatives. The Project will serve as a water distribution system but will
not generate additional water demand itself. Groundwater is the principal source of domestic water supply in the Coachella Valley. It is currently replenished via natural recharge
and with Colorado River water conveyed to the valley via the Coachella Branch of the All-American Canal and the Colorado River Aqueduct. Local water resources are further
supplemented with recycled/reclaimed water.

The 2020 Coachella Valley Regional Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) indicates that CVWD will have sufficient water supplies to serve users within its service area
through year 2045 including during normal years, single dry years, and multiple dry years. The region’s water supplies are protected by a variety of water delivery entitlements
and contracts. CVWD has committed sufficient capital resources and planned investments in various water programs and facilities to serve existing and future customers.
CVWD’s UWMP and annual Engineer’s Reports detail water supply and demand, and provide information on groundwater recharge and replenishment activities, conservation,
and water quality. Existing and future development in the Project area is under the County’s jurisdiction, and water demand is accounted for in the long-range water planning
efforts of the County and CVWD. The basin is capable of meeting the water demands of the Coachella Valley, including the Thermal/Mecca community area, for the long term
and during periods of extended drought, including during normal years, single dry years, and multiple dry years. Therefore, the proposed Project and the Separate Water &
Sewer Projects Alternative will have a less than significant impact on groundwater supplies.

CVWD is serving as the CEQA Lead Agency for this Project and will become the owner of the subject wastewater collection facilities, including the Project lift station and lines.
The Project area and surrounding lands are served by CVWD Wastewater Reclamation Plant No. 4 (WRP-4) located two miles north of the Project area. WRP-4 is the District’s
second largest wastewater reclamation plant in terms of treatment capacity, providing water reclamation service to approximately 63,000 people in the cities of La Quinta,
Mecca, Palm Desert, and Thousand Palms. WRP-4 is permitted under an NPDES permit to discharge a maximum monthly average daily effluent flow of 9.9 mgd to the CVSC.
WRP 4’s annual average influent flows have remained relatively constant over the past few years (2015-2019), averaging 5.0 mgd. Therefore, both of the two “build”
alternatives will have a less than significant impact on existing CVWD treatment facilities and WRP-4 has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s projected demand in addition
to existing commitments.

Both Project “build” alternatives are expected to generate very limited amounts of solid waste that will mainly consist of asphalt, pipe and equipment packaging and associated
materials during construction only. Under both “build” alternatives, much of this material will be recyclable and will be captured in the waste hauler’s waste stream diversion
program. Burrtec provides solid waste services to the Thermal community. The Coachella Valley Transfer Station has a permitted throughput of 1,100 tons of waste per day and
is inspected monthly. Impacts to landfills will be limited as a one-time occurrence and thus will result in de minimis impacts to local landfill capacity. Burrtec is responsible for
maintaining standards that assure that all waste is handled in a manner that complies with local, state and federal reduction statutes and regulations including the County
Integrated Waste Management Plan (CIWMP). Project construction under either the proposed Project or the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will not conflict with
the applicable standards and regulations. No impact is anticipated. No impacts would result from the No Project/No Action Alternative.
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Wildfire
Impai dopted
TTIpaLr an acopted eMErgency response or No Impact Less Than Significant No Impact No Impact
evacuation plan
Exacerbate wildfire risk due to slope, prevailing
. No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
winds, or other factors
Exacerbate wildfire risk due to required
installation or maintenance of associated No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
infrastructure
Expose people or structures to risks resulting
from runoff, post-fire slope instability, or No Impact N/A No Impact No Impact
drainage changes

According to the FRAP maps developed by CAL FIRE, the Project area is not located within or near any fire hazard zone including VHFHSZ or SRA. The Project is located
approximately 3.25 miles east of the nearest fire hazard zone near the Santa Rosa Mountains foothills, which are classified as Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone in SRA.
Given the distance from the nearest fire hazard zones and the Project essential nature of underground water and sewer infrastructure, neither the proposed Project nor the
Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative will have impacts associated with wildfires. The No Project/No Action Alternative would also generate no wildfire impacts.

Federal Cross-Cutters

Agricultural and Forestry Resources

Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Comply N/A No Impact Comply

Lift station to be constructed on road-adjacent lot, pipelines to be constructed primarily within existing and future road RWs and some public and privately owned properties
with connections to existing small water systems and sewage collection lines, including onsite improvements on privately owned properties, and would not result in conversion
of farmland or loss of forest land. Similarly, the No Project/ No Action Alternative and the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not impact agricultural or forest
land. Neither “build” alternative would conflict with State, local, and private programs and policies to protect farmland and the SWRCB and/or USDA would be in compliance
with the FPPA.

Air Quality

Clean Air Act Comply N/A No Impact Comply
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The two primary pollutants of concern in the Coachella Valley are ozone and particulate matter (PMio). The Coachella Valley is considered “extreme nonattainment” for 8-Hour
Ozone, and “serious-nonattainment” for the PMo National Ambient Air Quality Standard under CAA Section 107. The Federal Air Conformity Rule de minimis thresholds limit
construction and operational emissions of criteria pollutants identified in the Federal CAA to 70 tons per year for PMio and 25 tons per year for ozone. If the per year threshold
were exceeded, the project proponent would be required to identify mitigation measures to reduce impacts to air quality. The above assessment demonstrates that construction-
related and operational criteria pollutant emissions will be well below SCAQMD and federal thresholds. In addition, minimization measures are set forth above to further reduce
potential impacts to air quality. Therefore, neither “build” alternative will exceed applicable annual Federal Air Conformity Rule de minimis thresholds. The No Project/ No
Action Alternative would result in no changes to existing emission and air quality. For the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative, impacts to air quality from construction
emissions would be similar to that of the proposed project, so long as construction proceeded at a similar rate. Both “build” alternatives are expected to comply with the CAA.

Biological Resources

Federal Endangered Species Act Comply Comply No Impact Comply

The proposed Project site does not contain suitable habitat for any special status plant or wildlife species. All trenching would occur within paved or previously disturbed areas;
therefore, the proposed project is not expected to result in direct or indirect impacts on special-status plant species. Mitigation would minimize potential impacts on protected
nesting birds. The proposed project would not jeopardize listed species and the SWRCB and/or USDA would be in compliance with the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA).
The No Project/ No Action Alternative would involve no construction and thus would not impact sensitive species. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative, similar to
the proposed project, would involve trenching within paved or previously disturbed areas and would not impact undisturbed habitat. With mitigation to protect nesting birds, the
“build” alternatives would not jeopardize listed species.

Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act, and Executive Comply Comply No Impact Comply
Order 13168

The MBTA and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act prohibit the take of migratory birds (or any part, nest, or eggs of any such bird) and the take and commerce of eagles.
EO 13168 (Sep 22, 2000) requires that any project with federal involvement address impacts of federal actions on migratory birds. Habitat for the Bald or Golden Eagle species
does not occur in the Project area (Appendix B). The nearest Bald Eagle habitat is its winter range around and south of the Salton Sea and in the Santa Rosa Mountains to the
west and southwest. Wildlife surveys indicated that the site provided no nesting opportunities and very low foraging habitat value. As described in Section 3.4 Biological
Resources, the proposed project would have less than significant impact on nesting birds with implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1, 2 and 3 if construction cannot be
avoided during nesting season. Thus, the lead agency would be in compliance with this EO. There will be no impact.

Executive Order 11990 — Protection of Wetlands Comply N/A No Impact Comply

As described in Sections 3.4 and 3. 10 above, the proposed Project will avoid and will not impact wetlands or riparian habitat and the Project will not affect Waters of the United
States or Waters of the State (i.e., CVSC). While Project plans show an aerial crossing of the CVSC, instead HDD under the channel and beginning and ending outside the
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CVSC will be used, as set forth in the IS/MND project description, thereby avoiding impacts to waters of the State or U.S. Therefore, no permit or certification is required of the
USACE, RWQCB or CDFW to implement the Project. Mitigation Measure BIO-5 requires development of a Frac-Out Prevention and Contingency Plan that would include
monitoring for frac-out occurrence and appropriate responses to frac-out events to minimize impacts of potential release of drilling fluids into waterways. With these measures in
place, potential water quality and species impacts in the Whitewater River/Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel and the agricultural drains from frac-out would be less than
significant.

The proposed Project does not involve construction within federally protected wetlands as defined by Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 and will utilize HDD crossing
beneath the CVSC and will avoid direct impacts to wetlands and mitigation will ensure protection of aquatic and riparian habitats in the case of frac-out during HDD. Similarly,
the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would also involve the HDD channel crossing. The No Project/No Action Alternative would not involve construction and
would not impact federally protected wetlands.

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and

Management Act N/A N/A N/A N/A

The Project site does not contain, and is not located in proximity to, U.S. federal waters where marine fishery management is occurring. The proposed Project is not located in,
nor would it impact any U.S. federal waters regulated under the Magnuson-Stevens Act. The proposed Project is not expected to have an adverse effect on Essential Fish Habitat,
migratory fish, wildlife species, or fish habitat in a protected area. Similarly, the No Project/ No Action Alternative and Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not
affect Essential Fish Habitat or waters regulated under the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Coastal Zone Management Act ‘ N/A ‘ N/A ‘ N/A ‘ N/A

No portion of the proposed Project area, the No Project/ No Action Alternative Area, nor the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative area are within the coastal zone.
Therefore, the Coastal Zone Management Act does not apply.

Cultural Resources

National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 ‘ Comply ‘ Comply ‘ No Impact ‘ Comply

The Project Historic Properties Identification Reports (HPIR) have been prepared by a cultural resources professional who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualification Standards in Archaeology or Architectural History. The reports prepared for this Project provide a current records search from the California Historical Resources
Information System (CHRIS) that extends to a half-mile or more beyond the Project’s APE, maps showing all recorded resources and surveys in relation to the APE, records of
Native American outreach, and resource records from the CHRIS search and newly identified resources. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act mandates that
federal agencies take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties and seek ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects on such properties (36
CFR 800.1(a)). Similarly, CEQA establishes that a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a “historical resource” is a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment (PRC §21084.1-2). In summary of the research results discussed above, no “historic properties” or “historical resources” were identified
within or adjacent to the APE, and the subsurface sediments within the vertical extent of the APE appear to be relatively low in archaeological sensitivity. The No Project/No
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Action Alternative would not affect undisturbed soils or historical resources. Similar to the proposed Project, the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would conduct
construction monitoring and implement mitigation measures.

Hydrology and Water Quality

Safe Drinking Water Act — Source Water

. N/A N/A N/A N/A
Protection

The Project is not located within the boundaries of a sole source aquifer (SSA). The closest SSA is the Campo/Cottonwood Creek Aquifer SSA, located approximately 46 miles
to the southwest. Neither the proposed project, the No Project/ No Action Alternative area, or the Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would result in an impact.

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act N/A N/A N/A N/A

There are no designated Wild and Scenic Rivers within the Project area. Neither the proposed Project, the No Project/ No Action Alternative Area, or the Separate Water &
Sewer Projects Alternative would result in an impact.

Executive Order 11988 — Floodplain

Management Comply N/A No Impact Comply

The majority of the Project area, including the planned sewage lift station, is located in the FEMA Zone X, an area of 1% annual chance flood with average depth less than one
foot (FIRM Map Nos. 06065C2925H and 06065C2940H, Dated March 6, 2018). The remaining western portion of the Project site near Harrison Street is located in Zone AO, a
special flood hazard area with depth of one foot (FIRM Map No. 06065C2925H, Dated March 6, 2018). Also, per the Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan (Riverside County
General Plan), the Project site is not located within a 100-year flood zone. No adverse flooding effects are expected to result from the installation of the subject water and sewer
pipeline, and lift station. The proposed project pipelines would be located underground and would not interfere with floodplain management or expose people or structures to a
significant flooding risk. As such, the proposed Project would be in compliance with Executive Order 11988. Likewise, the No Project/ No Action Alternative and the Separate
Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would not expose people or structures to significant flood-related risk.

Recreation

N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Tribal Cultural Resources
Executive Order 13007 — Indian Sacred Sites ‘ N/A ‘ N/A ‘ N/A ‘ N/A

Neither the proposed project, No Project/ No Action Alternative, nor Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would be located on or impact any federal land that is
identified as an Indian sacred site.

Environmental Justice ‘ Comply ‘ N/A ‘ Comply ‘ Comply

The Project will not result in disproportionate adverse environmental justice, socio-economic, or safety impacts to a minority or low-income population. The construction phase
of the proposed Project may result in temporary and short-lived inconveniences for residents, including disruptions due to construction diversions. Construction noise and other
temporary impacts will be less than significant and are directed to substantial long-term improvements in the quality of life for current and future residents in this area. This
socio-economic segment of the population occupying the Project area is generally low-income and under-served in the eastern Coachella Valley, and the proposed infrastructure
will provide those working and residing in the community with safe and reliable water service, fire-fighting capabilities, and safe and healthful sanitary sewer facilities. The
Project, therefore, is expected to result in substantial direct long-term benefit to the local population. Therefore, the proposed Project would have limited short-term construction
impacts but would achieve the long-term goal of supplying a safer, more reliable water supply and sanitary sewer service to this disadvantaged community. The No Project/ No
Action Alternative would have no impacts but would result in no benefits to the community. The Separate Water & Sewer Projects Alternative would have near-term impacts
and long-term benefits to the disadvantaged communities it will serve. Therefore, similar to the proposed Project, the Consolidate All Projects Alternative would have short-term
impacts, but would result in long-term benefits to a disadvantaged community.
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CHAPTER 7. REPORT PREPARATION

71  REPORT AUTHORS

This report was prepared by the Coachella Valley Water District and Terra Nova Planning & Research,
Inc. Staff from the CVWD and Terra Nova that were involved include:

7.1.1 Coachella Valley Water District

e Carlos Huerta, Environmental Resources Analyst

e William Patterson, Environmental Services Program Supervisor
e Joann Le, Director of Environmental Services

e Sabrina Nies, Engineering Manager, Domestic Water

e Mario Zamora, Engineer 11

e Carrie Oliphant, Director of Engineering

7.1.2 Terra Nova
e John D. Criste, AICP, Principal/Project Manager
e Kelly Clark, Senior Planner/Asst. Project Manager
e Dominique Camps, CEQA Analyst
e Candice Weber, CEQA and Spatial Analyst

e Kimberley Cuza, Project Coordinator
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