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Comments and Responses 

The 30-day public review period for the Project’s Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(IS/MND) began on February 28, 2025, and ended on March 31, 2025. In conformance with Section 
15088(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines, Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is required to 
consider comments received during the review period. Three comment letters were received from: 

 S1 – California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) on March 28, 2025; 
 F1 – U.S. Fish and  Wildlife Service (USFWS) on April 4, 2025 (the USFWS was permitted an 

extension on the review period); and 
 L1 – Imperial Irrigation District (IID) on March 31, 2025. 

Responses to the comment letters are provided following each letter below. 
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Comment Letter S1 – California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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Response to Comment Letter S1 – California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

S1.1 This comment is introductory to the comment letter and describes the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW’s) role. This comment does not relate to the 
adequacy of the environmental document or its analysis. No further response is 
warranted. 

S1.2 This comment is a summary of the project description and does not relate to the 
adequacy of the environmental document or its analysis. No further response is 
warranted. 

S1.3 This comment provides a summary of the CDFW’s comments and recommendations 
provided throughout the remainder of the comment letter. Refer to Response to 
Comment S1.5 through Response to Comment S1.11 for responses to the points 
raised within this comment. 

S1.4 The comment provides a summary of relevant Fish and Game Code sections and of 
covered activities under the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan (CVMSHCP). This comment does not relate to the adequacy of the 
environmental document or its analysis. No further response is warranted. 

S1.5 
Project’s Biological Resources Assessment. The Draft IS/MND has been revised on 
page 4-28, paragraph 2, as follows: 

 Nesting Birds 

A nesting birds survey was not s e i a y o eted as art o  t e 
pedestrian site survey; owever  during t at t e e d survey  no 
nesting birds were in identa y dete ted  argina  abitat or ground-
nesting birds is present as t e va ue o  ground abitat but its va ue is 
great y di inis ed due to t e ongoing vegetation anage ent and 
ground disturbing a tivities t at o ur on-site  round-nesting birds 
in ude birds su  as t e burrowing ow  egetation-based nesting  
su  as in grass ands  s rubs  and or trees  is not e pe ted wit in t e 

ro e t site due to t e a  o  abitat  

 As nesting bird surveys were not completed, their methodology need not be included. 

Biological Resources Assessment. No further response is warranted. 

S1.6 The comment asserts that, despite the ongoing maintenance activities of the 
Thousand Palms Channel, potential habitat for nesting birds may exist within the 

surveys which had occurred in 2023 or may have the potential to change prior to the 
start of Project construction.  

 CVWD periodically maintains the channel with grading/scraping operations to ensure 
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inhibits the potential establishment of vegetation suitable for habitat within the 
Channel. Additionally, Google Earth aerial imagery dated March 2025 shows that the 
alignment of the Thousand Palms Channel does not contain vegetation as a result of 
the periodic maintenance and supports that the conditions of the Project site have 

IS/MND, nor the Biological Resources Assessment are warranted. Regardless, 
nesting bird surveys will be conducted consistent with MM BIO-1 outlined below. 

S1.7 This comment does not relate to the adequacy of the environmental document or its 
analysis. No further response is warranted. 

S1.8 The suggested revisions to MM BIO-1 provided by the commenter have been largely 
accepted and MM BIO-1 has been revised as follows: 

 -1  o t e greatest e tent easib e  t e ro e t wi  avoid 
onstru tion a tivities during t e pea  nesting season 
ebruary 1 t roug  epte ber 1  egard ess o  t e 

ti e o  year  nesting bird surveys s a  be per or ed 
by a ua i ed avian bio ogist no ore t an  days prior 
to a  vegetation re ova  or ground-disturbing 
a tivities t roug out a  portions o  t e ro e t  re-

onstru tion surveys s a  o us on bot  dire t and 
indire t eviden e o  nesting  in uding nest o ations 
and nesting be avior  e ua i ed avian bio ogist wi  

a e every e ort to avoid potentia  nest predation as 
a resu t o  survey and onitoring e orts   a tive nests 
are ound during t e pre-construction nesting bird 
surveys  a ua i ed bio ogist s a  estab is  an 
appropriate nest bu er to be ar ed on t e ground  

est bu ers are species speci c and s a  
pre i inari y be at east  eet or passerines and 

 eet or raptors  A sma er or arger bu er may be 
determined by t e ua i ed bio ogist ami iar wit  t e 
nesting p eno ogy o  t e nesting species and based 
on nest and bu er monitoring resu ts  onstruction 
activities may not occur inside t e estab is ed 
bu ers  w ic  s a  remain on-site unti  a ua i ed 
bio ogist determines t e young ave edged or t e 
nest is no onger active  or sensitive bird species  
suc  as edera  and or a i ornia state isted and 
candidate species  and raptors  active nests and 
ade uacy o  t e estab is ed bu er distance s a  be 
monitored dai y by t e ua i ed bio ogist unti  t e 

ua i ed bio ogist as determined t e young ave 
edged or t e ro ect as been comp eted  e 
ua i ed bio ogist s a  determine t e recommended 
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monitoring re uency or ot er avian species based on 
t e nest ocation  species  and its to erance to 
disturbance  e ua i ed bio ogist as t e aut ority 
to stop wor  i  nesting pairs e ibit signs o  
disturbance  

 construction inc uding ground-disturbing activities 
and vegetation trimming and or remova  wou d occur 
during t e nesting bird season raptors  1 anuary to  
une; non-corvids  1 ebruary t roug  1  eptember  

a ua i ed bio ogist s a  conduct preconstruction 
nesting bird surveys wit in  days o  construction 
start-up and continuing wee y up to t ree days be ore 
start-up  e survey area s a  inc ude t e pro ect area 
disturbance ootprint  and a surrounding - oot 

bu er area  Active bird nests s a  be protected by 
insta ation o  temporary p ysica  barriers t at de ne 
a bu er area o  1  eet surrounding eac  nest  u er 
si e may be reduced or increased based on t e bird 
species present and on t e advice o  t e ua i ed 
bio ogist e g  sma er bu er or songbirds  arger 
bu er or raptors  n no case s a  bu ers be ess t an 

 eet  o construction wor  e uipment  or 
personne  s a  enter t e bu er area  rotective 
bu ers s a  remain in p ace unti  t e bio ogist 
determines t at t e nest s  are no onger active and 
t e c ic s ave permanent y edged e t t e nest  
and a second nesting attempt as not begun  

S1.9 This comment does not relate to the adequacy of the environmental document or its 
analysis. No further response is warranted.  

S1.10 Refer to Response to Comment S1.5 regarding revisions to the Draft IS/MND which 
have been made. The Biological Resources Assessment determined that, due to the 
highly disturbed nature of the Project site, that burrowing owls are not expected to 
occur within the Project site; refer to Appendix C of the Biological Resources 
Assessment. As previously stated, the Channel is regularly maintained by 
grading/scraping which would limit the number of adequate burrows which may 
occur on the Project site. Regardless, MM BIO-2 was recommended to require the 
completion of burrowing owl surveys prior to the commencement of construction. 
Additionally, the commenter claims to have unprocessed data in the CNDDB which 
was recorded approximately 17 months 
completed. Further, the commenter provides suggested revisions to MM BIO-2. 
These suggested revisions are largely accepted with minor deviations. See below for 
revisions to MM BIO-2: 
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 -2 Focused burrowing ow  surveys s a  be conducted by 
a ua i ed bio ogist in accordance wit  t e ta  

eport on urrowing w  itigation 2 12 or most 
recent version  prior to ground-disturbing activities   
burrowing ow s are detected during t e ocused 
surveys  t e ua i ed bio ogist and ro ect proponent 
s a  prepare a urrowing w  Avoidance and 

onitoring an t at s a  be submitted to F  or 
review and approva  prior to commencing ro ect 
activities  e urrowing w  Avoidance and 

onitoring an s a  describe proposed avoidance 
and monitoring actions  inc uding measures 
necessary to avoid ta e o  burrowing ow  individua s  
nests  and eggs  e urrowing w  Avoidance and 

onitoring an s a  inc ude t e number and ocation 
o  occupied burrow sites occupied site means at 
east one burrowing ow  or its sign as been observed 

wit in t e ast t ree years; may be indicated by ow  
sign inc uding eat ers  pe ets  prey remains  eggs e  
ragments  or e crement at or near a burrow entrance 

or perc  site  acres o  burrowing ow  abitat t at wi  
be impacted  detai s o  site monitoring  and detai s on 
proposed bu ers and ot er avoidance measures   

For a  segments o  ro ect construction  
preconstruction burrowing ow  surveys s a  be 
conducted no ess t an 1  days prior to t e start o  
Project-re ated activities and wit in 2  ours prior to 
ground disturbance  in accordance wit  t e ta  

eport on urrowing w  itigation 2 12 or most 
recent version  Preconstruction surveys s ou d be 
repeated w en t ere is a pause in construction o  
more t an  days  Preconstruction surveys s ou d be 
per ormed by a ua i ed bio ogist o owing t e 
recommendations and guide ines provided in t e ta  

eport on urrowing w  itigation   t e 
preconstruction surveys con rm occupied burrowing 
ow  nests  bu ers o  appropriate distances wi  be 
estab is ed based on t e p anned eve  o  disturbance 
and t e time o  year  consistent wit  t e ta  eport 
on urrowing w  itigation 2 12 or most recent 
version  Project activities wit in t ese estab is ed 
bu ers s a  be immediate y a ted   
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 construction is to occur during 1 February to 1  
eptember  burrowing ow  surveys wi  be conducted  
urrowing ow  surveys wi  be comp eted o owing t e 

F  2 12 ta  eport on urrowing w  itigation  
Any ocated burrowing ow s or potentia  burrows 
burrows wit  openings   inc es  wi  be reported to 

F  via  on ine reporting system  

S1.11 The commenter asserts that the Thousand Palms Channel (TPC) 
wildlife resources subject to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et. seq. supporting 
this statement by stating that “The Project site is the TPC, an ephemeral stream that 

River. Also, the Sun City Shadow Hills development, and its network of streams 

emanating from the Indio Hills through a culvert that crosses over Coyote Song Way.” 

 The Aquatic Resources Delineation Report (ARDR) was prepared in accordance with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manuel and regional 
supplements. Additionally, jurisdiction was assessed under Section 401 and 404 of 
the Clean Water Act, the Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act, and Section 1600 
of the California Fish and Game Code. The ARDR did not determine that the TPC was 
jurisdictional. With respect to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et. seq., the TPC is 

red storm water channel lacking physical and biological 
indicators of a stream. The TPC lacks natural stream morphology, indicators of active 
hydrology, and riparian vegetation. The TPC is subject to ongoing maintenance 
operations. As stated in the Biological Resources Assessment report, a windrow of 
Athel tamarisk ( amari  ap y a), as determined by resprouting Athel tamarisk 

removed sometime between December 2019 to June 2021. This species is a 
problematic invasive species which may be associated with disturbed riparian areas 
but has been used as windbreaks in uplands throughout the Coachella Valley. 
Naturally occurring riparian vegetation was associated with the Coachella Valley 
Stormwater Channel / Whitewater River, immediately south of the Project area. No 

TPC, 
and no drainage patterns or saturation are evident in this area in aerial imagery. The 
ARDR determined that due to these facts, the TPC would not constitute a stream 
subject to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et. seq.  

 Within the Sun City Shadow Hills development (SCSHD), the TPC is largely a 
maintained network of golf courses with paved walkways, manicured lawns, and 
constructed ponds. Google Earth street view at approximate coordinates 
33.754736°, -116.267716° shows a lack of any natural bed and bank development. 
There are no evident streams within the SCSHD golf courses. While there are naturally 

a section of the SCSHD via a culvert across Coyote Song Way, as noted by the 
 not reach the Project area. The culvert in question is 
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located at approximate coordinates 33.798490°, -116.290660°. Just like the natural 

partially within and away from the SCSHD. Flow within the SCSHD is conveyed for 
approximately 0.5 miles before exiting the development. Flow is not conveyed into 

approximate coordinates 33.794657°, -

at approximate coordinates 33.762819°, -116.235170° near the intersection of 
Eastside Drive and Monroe Street. Flow is redirected to this terminus by a 
constructed berm partially associated with Eastside Drive near its terminus 
approximately 1.4 miles northeast of the project area. 

The TPC lacks the critical characteristics of a stream including physical and 
biological indicators. Additionally, the TPC 

Cal Code. Regs., Tit. 14, 
§ 1.72). Therefore, the TPC is not subject to Fish and Game Code Section 1600 et. 
seq., a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement is not necessary and no revisions 
to the Draft IS/MND are warranted. 

 Regarding deposition of waste or debris materials, the Project would not involve 
deposition of d 
pavement. Because the Project would disturb more than 1 acre, it is therefore 
required to acquire and comply with the requirements of the Construction General 
Permit. This would involve the preparation and implementation of a Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
management practices to limit and treat sediment discharges from the Project site.  

S1.12 This comment summarizes additional reporting requests to the CNDDB and payment 
This comment does not relate to the 

adequacy of the environmental document or its analysis. No further response is 
warranted. 

S1.13 This comment is a conclusion statement for the comment letter. This comment does 
not relate to the adequacy of the environmental document or its analysis. No further 
response is warranted. 
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Comment Letter F1 – United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
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Response to Comment Letter F1 – United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

F1.1 This comment serves as an introduction and provides a summary of the project 
description. This comment does not relate to the adequacy of the environmental 
document or its analysis. No further response is warranted. 

F1.2 This comment provides a summary of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. This comment 
does not relate to the adequacy of the environmental document or its analysis. No 
further response is warranted. 

F1.3 Refer to Response to Comments S1.5, S1.6, and S1.8.  

F1.4 Refer to Response to Comment S1.10. 

F1.5 Refer to Response to Comment S1.10. 

F1.6 This comment is a conclusion statement for the comment letter. This comment does 
not relate to the adequacy of the environmental document or its analysis. No further 
response is warranted. 
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Comment Letter L1 – Imperial Irrigation District 
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Response to Comment Letter L1 – Imperial Irrigation District 

L1.1 This comment letter can be generally described as a form letter detailing various 
Imperial Irrigation District (IID) requirements and notes. This comment letter has 
been noted for the record and provided to decision makers for consideration. No 
further response is warranted. 


