
 

 

February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. «CERTIFIED» 

«FIRST_NAME» «LAST_NAME» 
«TITLE» 
«NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP» 

Dear «TITLE» «LAST_NAME»: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 

CH: al\WP\Env Srvs\2024\Feb\AB 52 Thousand Palms Channel.doc 
File No. 0121.323 
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FIGURE 1: Regional Location Map  
Thousand Palms Channel

Project Site

Source: ESRI, 2022
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Thousand Palms Channel

Source: ESRI



 

 

February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2280 0000 0370 9318 

Reid Milanovich 
Chairman 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Dear Chairman Milanovich: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 

CH: al\WP\Env Srvs\2024\Feb\AB 52 Thousand Palms Channel.doc 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2318 

Patricia Garcia 
Tribal Historic Preservation Director 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Dear Tribal Historic Preservation Director Garcia: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2325 

Amanda Agustine 
Tribal Chairperson 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians 
84481 Avenue 54 
Coachella, CA 92236 

Dear Tribal Chairperson Agustine: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2332 

Doug Welmas 
Chairman 
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians 
84245 Indio Springs Drive 
Indio, CA 92203 

Dear Chairman Welmas: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Doug Welmas 
Chairman 
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2349 

Charles Martin 
Chairman 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA 92220 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Charles Martin 
Chairman 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
February 20, 2024 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2356 

Laura Chatterton 
Cultural Resource Specialist 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA 92220 

Dear Cultural Resource Specialist Chatterton: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Laura Chatterton 
Cultural Resource Specialist 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2363 

Jill McCormick 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation 
PO Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ 85366 

Dear Historic Preservation Officer McCormick: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Jill McCormick 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2370 

Jordan Joaquin 
Tribal President 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation 
PO Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ 85366 

Dear Tribal President Joaquin: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Jordan Joaquin 
Tribal President 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation 
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Page 2 
 

The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2387 

Lovina Redner 
Tribal Chair 
Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians 
PO Box 391820 
Anza, CA 92539 

Dear Tribal Chair Redner: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Lovina Redner 
Tribal Chair 
Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2394 

Joseph Ontiveros 
Cultural Resource Director 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
PO Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA 92581 

Dear Cultural Resource Director Ontiveros: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Joseph Ontiveros 
Cultural Resource Director 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
February 20, 2024 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2400 

Thomas Tortez, Jr. 
Tribal Chairman 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
66725 Martinez Road 
Thermal, CA 92274 

Dear Tribal Chairman Tortez, Jr.: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Thomas Tortez, Jr. 
Tribal Chairman 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
February 20, 2024 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2417 

Gary Resvaloso 
Cultural Resource Coordinator 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
66725 Martinez Road 
Thermal, CA 92274 

Dear Cultural Resource Coordinator Resvaloso: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Gary Resvaloso 
Cultural Resource Coordinator 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
February 20, 2024 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2424 

Darrell Mike 
Tribal Chairman 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
46200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA 92236 

Dear Tribal Chairman Mike: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Darrell Mike 
Tribal Chairman 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
February 20, 2024 
Page 2 
 

The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2431 

Anthony Madrigal, Jr. 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
46200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA 92236 

Dear Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Madrigal, Jr.: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Anthony Madrigal, Jr. 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
February 20, 2024 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2448 

John Gomez, Jr. 
Cultural Resource Coordinator 
Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians 
56310 Highway 371, Suite B 
Anza, CA 92539 

Dear Cultural Resource Coordinator Gomez, Jr.: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

John Gomez, Jr. 
Cultural Resource Coordinator 
Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians 
February 20, 2024 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
 Project Vicinity Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2455 

BobbyRay Esparza 
Cultural Director 
Cahuilla Band of Indians 
52701 Highway 371 
Anza, CA 92539 

Dear Cultural Director Esparza: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

BobbyRay Esparza 
Cultural Director 
Cahuilla Band of Indians 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 

Enclosure:  Regional Location Map 
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February 20, 2024 

VIA CERITFIED MAIL – ARTICLE NO. 7019 2970 0000 9097 2462 

Ray Chapparosa 
Tribal Chairperson 
Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno Indians 
2300 Camino San Ignacio Road 
Warner Springs, CA 92086 

Dear Tribal Chairperson Chapparosa: 

Subject  Notice of Opportunity to Consult under Assembly Bill 52 for the  
  Thousand Palms Channel Improvement Project, Riverside County  

The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is initiating environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Thousand Palms Channel 
Improvement Project (Project). The Thousand Palms Channel (Channel) Project includes 
constructing the last conveyance facility intended to receive regional flood flows from the North 
Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas. To this point, the Project would improve the Thousand Palms 
Channel from the Sun City Shadow Hills development located north of Madison Street to the 
confluence with the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC). 

In its existing condition, the Channel is an earthen bottom channel with earthen side slopes.  The 
reach of channel downstream of Madison Street is an incised section.  Upstream of Madison Street 
the channel sections have had earthen berms constructed. These berms are not FEMA certified 
levees. Additionally, there are two at-grade roadway crossings at Madison Street and Avenue 42, as 
well as a bridge crossing under Interstate (I-) 10. In its existing conditions, the Channel is unable to 
accommodate the 100-year flow rate throughout the entirety of the Thousand Palms Channel along 
the Project reach. The portion of the Channel north of the Avenue 42 crossing does not have the 
capacity to convey the 100-year flowrate of 16,836 cubic feet per second. 

The Project’s preliminary design report evaluated four different alternatives and resulted in a preferred 
alternative consisting of an earthen channel with concrete side slopes. The proposed Thousand Palms 
Channel from Sun City Shadow Hills to the CVSC would cross Madison Street and Avenue 42, would 
include three concrete lined drop structures, and improve the confluence point with the CVSC.  

Currently, the Coachella Canal crosses under the Thousand Palms Channel via a reinforced concrete 
siphon, and a concrete drop structure is located within the Thousand Palms Channel alignment at the 
location of the siphon to protect the siphon from scour and erosion. As part of the current Project, the 
Coachella Canal, siphon and drop structure are proposed to be protected in place. The drop structure 
will be extended further downstream to a lower level to provide the necessary scour protection 
associated with the ultimate channel design. Concrete slope lining will be installed along the lower 
16’- 6” limits of the existing structure to raise the top of walls to a constant elevation of 32.68 feet, 
NGVD29 (35.0 ft NAVD88).   



 

 

Ray Chapparosa 
Tribal Chairperson 
Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno Indians 
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The Project is located along the Thousand Palms Channel generally between the CVSC and the 
Coachella Canal near Sun City Shadow Hills in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
CVWD proposes to improve the existing unlined Channel to receive regional flood flows from the 
North Indio Hills and Thousand Palms areas and improve the channel’s confluence with the CVSC 
(Figures 1 & 2). The Project encompasses 16 parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers [APNs]  
606-091-001, 610-020-001, 610-020-006, 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-012, 610-020-015, 
610-020-016, 610-030-014, 610-030-020, 691-190-006, 691-190-007, 691-190-026, 691-510-001, 
691-510-010, 691-510-011). The following parcels are under the jurisdiction of the federal 
government: APNs 610-020-006, 610-020-016, 610-030-014, 691-190-006, 691-510-010, and the 
following parcels are under the District’s jurisdiction: APNs 610-020-007, 610-020-008, 610-020-
015, 610-030-020, 691-190-007 (ParcelQuest 2024). 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and Section 21080.3.1(d) of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
require that we respond to your prior written request to be notified of projects in our jurisdiction that 
will be reviewed under CEQA. Your name was provided to us as the point of contact for your tribe. 
We are hereby notifying you of an opportunity to consult with us regarding the potential for this 
project to impact Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Section 21074 of the PRC. The purposes of 
tribal consultation under AB 52 are to determine, as part of the CEQA review process, whether or not 
Tribal Cultural Resources are present within the Project area, and if so, whether or not those 
resources will be significantly impacted by the development of this property. If Tribal Cultural 
Resources may be significantly impacted, then consultation will also help to determine the most 
appropriate way to avoid or mitigate those impacts. CVWD understands that Tribal information 
submitted to our agency shall be kept confidential (PRC §21082.3(c)(1)). The purpose of AB 52 
consultation is to obtain Tribal expertise on the subject Project area (PRC §21080.3.1(a)) via Tribal 
submittal of comments, information and/or project design measures. 

In accordance with Section 21080.3.1(d) of the PRC, you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter 
to either request or decline consultation in writing for this project. Please send your written response 
to Carlos Huerta’s attention at the Coachella Valley Water District, 75-515 Hovley Lane East, Palm 
Desert, CA 92211 or by email to chuerta@cvwd.org. In your response, please reference the following 
project name: Coachella Valley Water District Thousand Palms Channel Improvements Project. If I 
do not receive a response within 30 days, then we will proceed. Thank you and we look forward to 
your response. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
William Patterson 
Environmental Supervisor 
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