
 

 
 
 
 

 
Comment Response A-1: Table 2 in the Final Initial Study / Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been revised to identify a requirement 
for a Water Supply Permit amendment from the State Water Board, Division 
of Drinking Water.  
 
Comment Response A-2: As requested, following the completion of the 
environmental review process Coachella Valley Water District will provide 
the following to the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of 
Drinking Water: 

• Copy of the Draft and Final MND and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Plan (MMRP); 

• Copy of the Resolution and Board Minutes adopting the MND and 
MMRP; 

• Copy of the three comment letters and associated responses 
provided herein; 

• Copy of the Notice of Determination (NOD) filed at the Riverside 
County Clerk’s Office and the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research, State Clearinghouse. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

  
Comment Response A-3: Comment noted. CVWD recognizes that 
distribution reservoirs over 100,000 gallons are regulated by the Division of 
Drinking Water, necessitating a water supply permit amendment (Title 22, 
Division 4, Chapter 16, Article 2, 64556[a][1]). Refer to Comment Response 
A-1. 
  



 

 
  

 
 

 
Comment Response B-1: Comment noted. Coachella Valley Water 
District recognizes the Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District’s determination that “[t]his project would not be 
impacted by District Master Drainage Plan facilities, nor are other facilities 
of regional interested proposed.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 

 
Comment Response B-2: Comment noted. As described in Table 2 of the 
Final IS/MND, CVWD intends to comply with National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Construction Permit, Order No. 
2009-0009-DWQ through the preparation of a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 
 
Comment Response B-3: As described in Section 14.10, Hydrology and 
Water Quality, the Project site is located on a Flood Zone D. The Zone D 
designation is used for areas where there are possible but undetermined 
flood hazards, as no analysis of flood hazards has been conducted.  
 
However, Section 14.10, Hydrology and Water Quality, also describes that 
the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) created 1-percent 
annual chance flood (i.e., 100-year flood) maps for many areas that the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has not studied. The 
County of Riverside is one of the few jurisdictions that have adopted these 
maps for regulatory purposes. Riverside County Ordinance No. 458 
regulates development and substantial improvements within a regulatory 
floodplain. CVWD acknowledges that any development or substantial 
improvement within a regulated floodplain may require a separate 
application for a floodplain review. Refer to Table 2, which identifies the 
need from a Floodplain Permit from the Riverside County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District. 
 
Comment Response B-4: Comment noted. As described in Section 
14.4(c), prior to the commencement of construction activities, CVWD will 
obtain all appropriate applicable permits, such as a Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Section 404, Section 401 Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirement, Section 1602 Lake and Streambed Alteration 
Agreement (LSAA), and a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Construction General Permit shall be obtained. 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 



 

 

 
  
 

 
Comment Response C-1: As described in Section 7, Surrounding Land 
Uses, the Project site is located adjacent to the Desert Tortoise and Linkage 
Conservation Area under the Coachella Valley Association of Governments 
(CVAG) Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) (CVAG 
2019). However, the Project site generally has a high level of disturbance 
due to the initial development of Reservoirs 4711-1 and 4711-2 as well as 
routine operations, inspections, and maintenance of the existing tanks. 
Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) shall implement all relevant 
avoidance and minimization measures in CVWD’s Operations & 
Maintenance Manual for covered activities in conservation areas and the 
CVMSHCP’s Land Use Adjacency Guidelines, including a worker 
education briefing for all construction personnel prior to initiation of ground-
disturbing activities (refer to Mitigation Measure BIO-1). CVWD has 
incidental take authorization for desert tortoise under the CVMSHCP and 
the corresponding Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) 
permit issued by CDFW which fully mitigates impacts to the species. This 
project takes place outside of a Conservation Area, for which avoidance 
and minimization measures, including pre construction surveys, are 
required under Section 4.4 of the CVMSHCP. Nevertheless, as requested 
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Measure BIO-
2 has been revised to require pre-construction surveys for desert tortoise: 
 
“Mitigation Measure BIO-2b: Pre-Construction Survey for Desert Tortoise: 
A qualified biologist shall conduct a protocol level presence or absence 
survey within the project area, access route(s), staging area(s), 
stockpile(s), and 50-foot buffer zone no more than 48 hours prior to all 
project activities in accordance with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 2010 desert tortoise survey methodology. The survey shall utilize 
perpendicular survey routes and 100-percent visual coverage for desert 
tortoise and their sign. If the survey confirms absence, the designated 
biologist shall ensure desert tortoise do not enter the project area. Desert 
tortoise exclusion fencing may be used at the discretion of the qualified 
biologist. If a desert tortoise is observed during project activities, all work 
within the immediate vicinity of the desert tortoise shall immediately stop 
and the observation shall be immediately reported to the qualified biologist. 
Activities shall not resume in this area until the qualified biologist has 
verified the desert tortoise has left the project area. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Comment Response C-2: As described in Appendix B, no special status 
species were identified in the Biological Survey prepared for the proposed 
Project. As requested, CVWD will report any special status species and 
natural communities detected during pre-construction surveys. 
 
Comment Response C-3: Comment noted. CVWD shall pay all applicable 
fees, as necessary, upon filing of the Notice of Determination with the 
Riverside County Clerk’s Office.   



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  



 

 


